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Hoc femper religiofé cauréque fervavi, ne mihi, per cujufquam 
injuriam viderer unquam tamam quzrere voluiffe.” 
TURNEBUS. IN ADV. 


This has been always a point religioufly obferved by us, never to 
me fame to ourfelves, by an injurious treatment of any perfon what- 
otver, 








Art. I. Abdollatiphi Hifteria Azypti Compendium, Arabice et 
Latine. Lartim ipfe vertit, partim a Pocockio verfum eden- 
dum curavit, notifque illuftravit F.. White, 8. T. P. Eccles. 
Gloceftrienfis Prabendarius, et Ling. Arab. in Academia Oxo- 
nienfi Profeffr. gto. 1. 11s. 6d. Oxonii: Typis Aca- 
demicis, impenfis editoris. Cooke, Oxford ; White, Lon- 
don. 


HE Arabians, inthe early periods of the Hegira, were too 
deeply engaged in fcenes of war and blood, to pay much 
attention to the intere(ts of fcience. Previoufly, however, to 
the birth of Mohammed, the nobleft tribe of that ancient na- 
tion, the KoreisH, had forcenturies cultivated the liberal arts, 
and at the great annual commercial mart of Mecca Were re- 
cited, under their proteftion, the celebrated Poems called 
Moatcrakat, or Sufpended, from the. circumftance of thofe 
which had the moft merit having been, after fuch recitation, 
fufpended in that temple ; /even of which, written on filk, in 
chara@ers of gold, are preferved in Dr. Pococke’s colle&tion of 
MSS. depofited in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. Moham- 
med, who himfelf was defcended of one of the nobleft 
branches of this tribe, is known to have made himfelf early 
H confpicuous 
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106 Abdollatif’s Hiftory of Egypt. 


confpicuous among its literary devotees, by affixing to the gate 
of Mecca a fublime paffage of the Koran, which was efteemed 
infinitely fuperior to the compofition of Lesrp, the moft ad- 
mired ot the Arabian Poets then living. But the perpetual 
conflits that fucceeded with the heads of his own tribe, who 
were flowly converted to the new doétrine, and at laft rather 
by arms than arguments, as well as thofe with the inferior and 
lefs civilized tribes, prevented, during the life of the impoftor, 
the progrefs of the Arabians in any arts but thofe of war and 
rapine. ‘Ihe rapid conquelts of his fucceffors in Syria, the 
Babylonian Irak, Perfia, and Egypt, left no leifure for the 
culuvation of fcience ; and the ferocious unaccommodating 
fpirit of Mohammedifm difdained to be inftru@ed by vanquitfh- 
ed Infidels. In confequence, the books of the perfecuted and 
detefted Magi, in Perfia, perithed by the fame fate that annihi- 
lated the Greek library of Alexandria (a faét once difputed, 
for a moment, but by Dr. White, in a prior publication*, af- 
certained beyond all doubt) the affrighted Mufes were driven 
from their accuittomed haunts, by the fwords of invading bar- 
barians from the Arabian deferts ; and the fineft provinces of 
Alia were drenched with blood, and defolated by se 
Vidtory at length, fatiated with carnage, reclined upon her 
fpear ; and, during that peaceful interval, the negleéted Arts 
avain began to flourifh, and Science to rear anew her laurelled 
head. ‘They declined at Alexandria and Conftantinople, cnly 
to rife with renovated {plendor in the capital of the Arabian 
Khalifs. “That capital was the celebrated city of BacpapD, 
built by the magniticent Al Manfur, in A. D. 762, to which 
all the learned men of Afia were fhortly after invited, where 
they were protected, and had the moft liberal ftipends allowed 
them, both by that Prince and his fucceffors in the Khalifate. 
As an inftance of the generofity of thefe Princes to the Afiatic 
literati, it may be mentioned, that his immediate fucceffor, Al 
Mohdi, to an Arabian poet, cherifhed in his palace, for feventy 
diltichs of verfes of uncommon merit, immediately ordered a 
donation of 70,000 pieces of filver. Their example, in this 
re{pect, was toliowed by all the Princes of the illuftrious dy- 
nalty of the AnBAssipgs, but particularly by Al Mamoun, 
the feventh of ‘hat houfe, whofe liberality to the learned of all 
clafles, of ail fects, and of all nations, was unbounded, This 
fami'y, with various fortunes, enjoyed the Khalifate, and fat 
on tue throne of Bagdad, for a period of above five hundred 
years, exerting, ina greater or lefs degree, their powerful in- 
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Auence in favour of fcience and letters, till the Tartarian fa- 
vages, in the 13th and 14th centuries, rufhing down from the 
Higher Afia, extinguifhed their glory, and almoft annihilated 

their race. 
Towards the clofe of the long and brilliant career of the 
Abbaflide fovereigns, flourifhed ABpoLLaTirF, the author of 
the fcarce and interefting work which, after thefe neceflary 
preliminary ftri€tures, we are about to examine. In that re- 
nowned city, which had produced and cherifhed fuch an im- 
mortal band of philofophers and artifts, in the year of the He- 
gira 557, or of Chrift 1161, was born this illuftrious hif- 
torian and phyfician ; the Khalif Al Moftanjed Billa, one of 
the molt refpedctable of its latter Princes, at that time wifely 
and ably {waying the imperial fceptre. His parents were of a 
rank in that city to beftow upon their fon an education worthy 
of his genius ; and when thoroughly accomplithed in thofe 
fciences which were moft cultivated at Bagdad, particularly in 
that of medicine, his profefiion, he commenced his travels 
towards other famous cities and univerfities in that region 
of Afia, by which be greatly enlarged his fphere of know- 
ledge, and obtained in all of them diftinguithed honours. The 
period in which Abdollatif flourithed is rendered ever memo- 
rable by the Crufades ; when Europe, roufed to arms from 
one.end to the other, and pouring forth its myriad hoft, headed 
by our gallant Richard, encountered the combined legions of 
Afia and Africa, led to battle by the renowned SALADIN, on 
the plains of Syria. Amidit the multiplied horrors of dread- 
ful and fanguinary conflicts, and under the prote€tion of that 
Sultan himfelf, who allowed him a confiderable penfion, Ab- 
dollatif vifited Egypt, and during his refidence at Cairo com- 
pofed that Compendium of its natural and civil hiftory, which, 
through the laudable and ftrenuous efforts of Dr. White, is 
now fubmitted to the public, both in its original form, and with 
the addition of an elegant Latintranflation. The value of the 
original MS, is greatly enhanced by the circumftance of its being 
the only copy, known to be preferved in Europe, of any of the 
numerous produétions of thelearned author; and from its having 
been compofed amidft the grofs darknefs of the middle ages, 
when Afia was, as jult obferved, convulfed with fanatic war, 
and Europe overfpread with the clouds of monkifh apathy and 
ignorance. For this noble relic of Arabian zeal and induftry, 
in the caufe of hiftory and fcience, we are indebted to the 
great Pococke, among whofe colleétion of Oriental MSS. in 
the Bodleian Libsary it is depofited ; and by whofe fon, affifted 
in his labours by the more erudite ‘parent, a tranflation was 
commenced, inferted here, -: terminating at the goth page ; 
2 but 
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but neither by himfelf, nor by Dr. Hunt, who renewed the at+ 
tempt fifty years afterwards, was the projected plan of an en- 
tire tranflation and edition of this work brought to comple- 
tion. It remained for the prefent Arabic Profeflor of Oxford, 
as indefatigable in his zeal, and almoft as fkilled in eaftern 
lore as Abdollatif himfelf, to gratify in both refpeéts the anx- 
ious hopes of the literati of Kurope. A fpecimen of a part 
of the younger Pococke’s rude unaided verfion of the latter 
part of the fourth book, inferted at the end of this publica- 
tion, by way of Appendix, as well as part of a recent German 
tranflation by Want, placed there, with no infidious or difho- 
nourable intent, but merely to elucidate an obfcure portion of 
the fourth chapter of the Compendium, extremely intricate, 
and dificult to be interpreted, will amply evince how much 
reafon there is to rejoice, that the work has ultimately fallen 
into fuch excellent hands, 

The above particulars, concerning the celebrated Arabian 
author himfelf, previoufly to this publication as little known as 
his work, were extra@ted by De. W. froma famous biographer 
of the fame country, named OsaiBA, (p. 32) ; and a few ad- 
ditional anecdotes of the life of fo elevated a character in his 
day, may not prove uninterefting to our Oriental readers. 

From Egypt, Abdollatif journeyed to Damafcus, at that 
period the proud capital of Syria, where his fame and {kill in 
the medical art were well known, and his company univerfally 
courted, as one of the moft elegant and accomplifhed {cholars 
of his age. Wealth too poured in upon him from the extent 
of his praétice, and enabled him to purfue his travels through 
Greece and Alia Minor; adding largely, in his progrefs, to 
the wonderful {tock of information already acquired, and dif- 
fuling, wherefoever he went, the ftream of liberality and {cj- 
ence. He numbered, among his friends, the philofophers of 
every country, and fuvercign princes became his difciples and 
admirers. Like a devout Muoffulman, he concluded his pere- 
prinations with that facred pilgrimage which once, during his 
life, it is incumbent on every affluent profeffor of the Moham- 
medan faith to undertake. Though he had familiarly affo- 
ciated with Jews and Chriflians, he continued faithful to the 
national creed ; and, though he might defpife fuperftition in 
his heart, he neglected not the forms which external decency 
dictated, and the example which diftinguifhed {tation required. 

Having thus fulfilled all the great duties of focial and religious 
life, he haftened towards Bagdad, with intent to pafs the re- 
mainder of his days in the city of his nativity. He reached 
it, and expired! This fatal event took place, at an age not 
very advanced, in the Khalifate of Al Moftanfer Billah, and 
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in the year of the Hegira 62g, correfponding to the year of 
our Lord 1231. Abdollatiphi Vita. p. 30, ubi fupra. 

Concerning this particular verfion of Abdollatif, the moft 
correét method of tranflating an Arabic author, and the writers 
own obligations to Dr. Parr in the courfe of the prefent tranf- 
Jation, the publication of which he confefles has been too long 
delayed, Dr. White thus expreffes himfelf, in terms of claflic 
elegance, 


«« Ipfe olim Pococxius Verfionem fuam edere coeperat. Confi- 
lium mox mutavit, cum ad Caput ufque quartum perveniffet, Hane 
Operis partem, nulla mutatione facta, prelo eft mihi vifum de ame 
fubjicere. Plura autem cum fupereffent, que ab alio quopiam de 
rent verti Latine, illam nofmetipfi partem pro virili explevimus. | In 

fterioribus quidem capitibus, quia rerum geftarum narrationem exe 

ibebant, idcirco non dubitavimus interpretandi genere uti quod fit 
paullo liberius ; in ag vero ftatuimus, quantum fier poflet, Ab- 
dollatiphi verbis effe infiftendum, quo aftrictior et religiofior effee 
nofira interpretatio, Quare fi oratio noftra concinnitate atque ele. 
gantia fefe WeAori minus commendaverit, juftam putamus facile nos 
habituros effe neceffitatis excufationem. Norunt fcilicet equi rerum 
zitimatores, quantum a dicendi genere quale Europeoram fit, diftet 
id, quo Orientis populi utuntur, quamque fit difficile, hoc probabili 
quadam ratione in illud transfundere. 

** Inter ea que via ac ratione traduntur, fuas quafdam leges ars In- 
terpretandi haber, et fuas veneres, Quo autem ex fonte illz haurian- 
tur, optime ab iis intelligitur, qui funt ufu aliquo perinde ac dottrina 
imbuti. Qui in hac arte praclari evaferint, eorum mihi videtur Po. 
cockius Sen. facile efle princeps; Sch uULTENSIvUs autem in fe. 
cundis confiftere ; ita tamen ut primo (id quod Quintilianus pulcher- 
rime de Virgilio dicit) propior fit quam tertio. Hos ego duces, 
pane in me fuit, eth paffibus haud zquis, et intervallo fatis longo, 

ecutus fum. Fucos fane orationis et cincinnos, ut qui ineptiffimi fint 
in interprete, feduloevitavi. At verbum de verbo reddere, id demum 
efle arbitrabar, aut ** ftrenuz cujufdam inertiz,” aut ‘* diligentiz ob- 
fcure.” Via has inter media ferme, quam fequerer mihi propofita, 
Verfionem meam quam potui diligentiflime concinnandam fufcepi : 
(ita tamen, ut amicos, gui Lingue Arabicz periti effent, haud pudue 
erit de locis difficilioribus confulere) quem poftea Vir feliciflimo inge- 
nio praditus, et literis elegantioribus, inttructifimus SamugL Parr, 
poritati cantum fermonis confulens, pro fua erga me benevolentia li- 
mavit atque expolivit. Quinetiam aliis in partibus hujufce Operis ei- 
dem Viro doétiffimo me plurimum debere lubens confxeor.” P, xi. 

This extended introduction, to a compofition of the 13th 
century, will not be deemed by our readers of unreafonable 
length, when they confider that it is an important link of a 
valt hiftoricat chain, conneéting the ancient and modern ac- 
counts of Egypt; for, previous to the celebrated geographical 
work of Ifmael Abulfeda, Dr. White very correétly obferves, 
delitefeebat 
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110 Abdollatif’s Hiftory of Egypt. 
delitefcebat in tenebris quicquid oft de digypto Arabice feriptum, 


P. . OME Mt 7 ’ 

Fe work, in.its prefent form, is with peculiar propriety 
dedicated by an Oxford Profeifor to one of the thot accom. 
plithed fcholars,in every branch. of .claffical and polite litera- 
ture, ever produced by that Univerfity, Sin Witii1aM Scott, 
who, at prefent, with fuch diftingutfhed: honour, prefides over 
the civil jurifprudence of the country, They too, who were 
fo happy as to hear the learned -and elegant courfe ef leétures 
given there by Sir.Wulliam, in,the office of Camden’s Pro- 
feffor of Hiftory, will bear teftimony to the juftnefs of infcrib- 
ing to him a work: protefled!y hiflorical. 

he Compendium ‘of the Hiftory of Egypt. is divided into 
two books, fubdivided into various fudordinate chapters ; the 
firft containing fix, the fecond’ three; of thofe chapters. In 
chapter the firft, of the firft book, are defcribed the general af- 
pect and geographical divifions of that celebrated country, and 
certain fingular properties that diftinguifh both it and its inha- 
bitants from thofe of other regions ; as, in refpe& to the 
former, the great annual inundation, the defcent of little or no 
rain upon it, the abfolute want of any fountain or river in it 
befides the Nile, the fandy nature of the foil, and the particular 
drynefs of the winds that prevail there. In refpe€& to the 
latter, he ftates the fatal difeafes to which thofe fultry winds 
give birth, and the different habits and complexion of the 
people in the different provinces of Egypt; ‘‘ Incola Saidz 
corpore. aridiores funi, et ficcioris temperamenti, et praevalet 
ipfis color fufcus: incolz vero Fofiata, ad Damiatam ufque, 
corpore humidiores funt, et plerique corum a/bi funt.”. P. 14, 
In difcuftions that regard medicine and natural hiftory, the 
corre€thefs of this author cannot be doubted ; and his accounts 
are equally confonant with thofe of Strabo and Pliny in an- 
cient, and Volney and Bruce in modern, times. It is remark- 
able, however, that he is filent in regard to that common ma- 
lady of Egypt, in modern times, the BLINDNE&SS, or, at leaft, 
the genera f inflamed eyes of the people of that country, and 
concerning that dreadtul fcourge, the PLAGUB,, which we 
mult, therefore, fuppofe to be a moniter of more recent origin, 
the offspring of Mohammedan filth, and their devotion to pre+ 
deftination, which excludes the idea of incumbent precaution, 
while they import at Alexandria the infeéted bales from Con- 
flantinopie and Smyrna. | 

The fecond chapter of this book defcribes, at confiderable 
length, the curious family of plants and vegetables peculiar to 

pt, and the various medical virtues attributed to them by 
the Arabian phyficians. To underftand this part of the — 
3 tho- 
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‘thoroughly, a man muft have ftudied Profper Alpinus with at- 
tention; and, as moft of the names are Arabic, he ought alfo 
to have attended a botanical leéture or two under the learned 
Profeffor in that diale&. Among others, however, the Lotus, 
the Acacia, the Balfam-tree, the Thebaic Palm, the Citron, 
and Lemon-tree, the Sycamore, the Colocafia, and the Opiom 
of Al Said, are particularly diftinguifhed, either for their 

reeable and cooling fruit, their healing qualities, or the depth 
of their fhade in a burning climate. Of the Sycamore, of 
which wood, as the moft durable of any other, the Egyptians 
fabricated the cafes for their mummies, the following full ac- 
count, from an eye-witnefs, may prove agreeable to thofe of 
our readers, who are attached to the fludy of oriental botany. 

‘The amazing magnitude of this tree, which is the king of the 

fylvan race of Egypt, and its vaft utility, as affording in 
abundance both food and fhade to her exhaufted progeny, en- 
titles the ficus Agyptiaca to the honourable diftinction of this 

fe&tion, 


« Ex his etiam eft Sycomorus, eftque ea in Egypto frequens valde ; 
vidi etiam quafdam earum Afcalone, et in locis maritimis; eftque ye- 
luti ficus fylveftris, et fruétus ejus e ligno prodit, non fub foliis. Sep. 
tenos in anno proventus fert, qui per quatuor menfes comeduntur, fert- 
que onus magnum ; et per dies aliquot antequam decerpantur, afcendit 
arborem vir aliquis, ferrum fecum habens, quo fingulos fructus fealpit ; 
inde vero fluit lac album, dein nigrefcit locus, et hoc faéto dulcefcit 
fruftus, Reperiuntur autem quidam eorum valde dulces, fica dulci- 
ores, verum fub finem manducationis, non funt a guftu quodam ligneo 
vacui. Arbor ejus magna eft, ut juglans annofa; et e fructu, et cor- 
tice ejus, cum fecatur, prodit lac fig quod veftibus illitum aut alteri 
cuivis rei, illam rubedine ioficit. Ex ligno ejus extruuntur domus, et 
januz defyumuntur, alizque hujufmodi res viliores; eftqae ipfi dura- 

ilitas adverfus temporis vim, et firmitas adverfus imbres folemque, et 
taro arroditur, licet lignum leve fit, et minime lentum; e fractu autem 
ejus defumitur acetum acre et vinum atidom. Dicit Galenus, Syco- 
morus frigida eft et humida, gradu inter morom et ficum medio; ea 
autem ftomacho adverfatur, ineftque lati fructus ejus vis emolliens, 
vulnera conglutinat, ulcera difcutit, et contra reptilium itus illinitur ; 
fplenis duritiem folvit, et ftomachi dolores, emplaftri modo adhibita : 
ex ea etiam defumitur fyrupus pro tuffi inveterata, et defluxionibus 
pectoris, et pulmonum ; et ratio eam conficiendi hac eft; ut aqua co- 
quatur donec in eam tranfeat vis ejus, dein aqua hxc cum faccharo co- 
quatur, donec ad juftam confiftentiam venerit, tum tollatur. Et dicic 
Abu Haniphah, Ex ficaum generibys eft fycomori ficus, eftque ea ficus 
dulcis, humida, longo petiolo, et ad folem deficcatur ; eft et alia fy¢o- 
mori fpecies, cujus fructus forma ficum retert, et folia ejus minota (unt 
foliis ficus ; ficus vero ejus flavaeft, parva, et nigra; elt etiam in 4/ 
Gaura, ct appéllatur fi¢us mafcula ; flav autem dulciores funt, et nigra 
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fanguine os inficiunt, et non eft ficui ejus petidlus, verum cauditf ad. 
beret.” P. 21. 


The next, or third chapter, treats concerning the Animals ef 

ypt, which are equally peculiar and wonderful with its 
other productions ; but, as the confideration of this fubje& 
would lead us into a large field, we muft defer our remarks 
upan it till the fucceeding month, 


(To be concluded in our next. ) 
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Art. II. Britifo Monachifm: or, Manners and Cuftoms of 
the Monks and Nuns of England. By Thomas Dudley Foj- 
brooke, M. A. FP. AS. Twe Volumes. vo. London, 
1802. 


IN a former volume of the Britith Critic, we made mention 

of a work, which feems to have been the harbinger of this 
before us. It was a Poem, entitled ‘* The Economy of Monaf- 
tic Life,” illuftrated and enlivened by a large colle&ion of mar- 
ginal anecdotes. Inthe review of which, we gave more praile 
to Mr. Fofbrooke’s diligence as an antiquary, than to his ge- 
nius as a poet. Since this work was publifhed, Mr. F. has, 
with unremitted affiduity, continued his refearches, and has 
now given to the public, chiefly from manufcript authorities, 
a comprehenfive view of the chara&ter and manners of monaf- 
tic life ; and has brought together many faéts, which ferve to 
cafl light on the bai of human nature. The manners of 
the period which /urnifhed his materials were fo entirely differ- 
ent from thofe of the prefent times, that the relation of them 
is highly gratifying nk inftructive, 

As it was from the days of Edgar only that Monachifm be- 
gan toaffume a uniform afpe&t, Mr. Fofbrooke has confined its 
previous hiftury to an Introduétion of eighteen pages, princi« 
pally explanatory of the rule of Pachomius, which was intro- 
duced into Britain with the monattic life, in the fourth century. 
The conclufion, that no particular order was exa@ly obferved 
in the Saxon monafteries, feems highly probable ; and that the 
abbot or abbefs in each, prefcribed fuch rules as feemed to them 
beft calculated for the purpofes of their profeffion 


The firft volume of the work before us is divided into two | 


portions ; the firlt, treating of ** Benedi@ine Monachifm, 
from the reign of Edgar to the Diffolution,” and ing 
with the Conceti of Rules by Dunftan,” compiled from 


various 
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‘warious fources, but chiefly following the ordinance of Bene- 


di&; many illuftrations of which are given in the margin. 
At p. 72, the rules of the different orders that obtained in 
England are given in a double Table ; the firlt part, comprifing 
with the Benedi€tine rule the different orders that fprang from 
it, as the Clugniacs, the Ciftercians, the Grandmontines, and 
the Carthufians ; the fecond explains the three Auguftinian 
sules, with thofe of the Premonftratenfians, Trinitarians, 


‘Dominicans, and Knights Hofpitalers ; clofing with fuch 


rules as were either blended or unconneGed with the Benedic- 
tine and Auguftinian, including the Knights Templars, Gil- 
bertines, Carmelites, Francifcans, Minorefles, Brigottines, and 
others. The differences of thefe orders are fhown with clear- 
nefs; and the preference Mr. F. has given to the Benedi ine 
rule is undoubtedly judicious. 

Te fecond portion of the firft volume-opens with the hif- 
tory of ** monaftic officers,” beginning with the abbot and 
abbefs, affurding a very curious collection of anecdotes as to 
their election, duties, privileges, ceremonials, and habits. At 
the clofe of this fe&tion is the charaéter of an abbot of St. 
Alban’s, which Mr. F. has tranflated literally from Matthew 
Paris; his reference to that hiftorian, however, p. 1009, fhould 
be 1064; nor is it the ‘* character of ohn, abbot of St, Al- 
ban’s”, but of William de Trumpington, his predecetlor, who 
was elected 1215. 

To go regularly through the account of the inferior officers, 
would far exceed the limits to which we muft reftri& ourfelves. 
In many cafes thefe anecdotes are undoubtedly valuable ; but 
in feveral inftances they appear too contraGed ; and, at p. 200, 
we obferved a coarfe {pecimen of jocularity, that roight have 
been very eafily difpenfed with. At the clofe of the firft vo- 
lume isan Appendix, containing a fummary view of the Anglo- 
Saxon rule. of Fulgentius ; the prayer at the benediétion of 
an abbot ; the fuppofed obfervances of the Britifh monks ; 
and additional particulars in regard to monaftic officers ; with 
a page and a half appropriated to the vices of the abbots of 
St. Alban’s, gathered in brief from Matthew Paris. 

The third portion of the work, with which the fecond vo- 
lume opens, contains the hiftory of “ monks, nuns, friars, 
hermits, novices, or Mgr lay-fiflers, and fervants,” with 
their duties and rules of praétice. _ In this part of Mr. Fof- 
brooke’s work, the vices and crimes of Monachifm are dwelt 
upon with too much violence. If fuch famples of their fecret 
hiftory formed any part of Mr. F.’s defign “ to check that 
fpirit of Monachifm and P. which has lately been revived,” 
we do not think he has endeavoured in this inftance to check 
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it fairly. Oppofition to Monachifm and Popery we highly 
commend ; but the abfurdity of the one, and the fallacy of the 
other, are too obvious to need any aggravation from the fecret 
enormities of the profeffed. That fame colleétion of Letters 
in the Cotton Library, which Mr. F. has fo often quoted, 
when enlarging on the depravity of the monks, would un. 
queftionably have furnithed him with fome anecdotes of piety, 
hofpitality, and holy life, from the very pens of thofe who were 
hired by Henry to find pretences for their fuppreflion, We 
do not defend the monks, but we with to fee them reprefented 
as they really were. In one place, indeed (vol. ii. p.g, note) 
having enlarged on the molt dreadful vices, Mr, F. obferves, 


«* Whatever may have been invented, and much was fo, no doubt» 
by Henry’s vifitors, ftill ancient vifitation injunétions fay nearly the 
fame ; and it would be abfurd to fuppofe, that, in fo large a body of 
sen, and in the middle age, inftances of vice, in its moft grofs form, 
fhould not fometimes be found, efpecially as the ioftitution made no 
provifion for fatiating appetite; and the monks had faftidious ones, 
as will foon appear, which occafionally we know conquer all refttic- 
tions,” 


And, in another note, p, 35, he adds, 


** All monks and nuns were not of the above vicious defeription. 
Penfions were granted at the diffolution according to the charadters of the 
monks, and the vifitors recommended {uch for preferment, as they did 
one Randall Wylmyfton, monk of Norton, calling him ** a gud reli- 
gious man, diferete, and well grounded in lerning, and hath many gud 
qualities.” MS, Harl. 604, f. 54. And the nunnery of ri be 
titioned to be preferved, faying, ‘* We truft in God, ye fhall here no 
complaint againft us, nether in our living nor Len gratis 
MS. Cott. Cleop. E. iv. 270, b. But fee Warton’s life of Sir Th 
mas Pope, who has rendered it unneceflary for me to fay more.” 


Whether penfions were in a general way beftowed ‘* accord- 
ing tothe charaéiers of the monks,” we {hall not ftop to enquire. 
Public records are flill remaining of a very great extent, as to 
the lift of perfons fo penfioned: and many of the abbots un- 
doubtedly had penfions which bore a certain proportion to their 
former incomes, Among the good charaélers, had Mr. Fof- 
brooke chofen to enumerate any, we thou!d have been very 
clad to have feen Whethamftede, abbot of St. Alban’s, whofe 
charaéter might have been contrafted to advantage with the 
vices of his predeceflors we have mentioned above. His hif- 
tory forms one of the beft pi€tures of monaltic manners yet 
remaining. He was in high favour with Henry V. and ho- 
noured by the friendfhip of Humphrey Duke of Gloucefter, 
for whom he fpared no pains to colleét a valuable library. Nor 
has Mr. Fofbrooke noticed the fad cruelties which were os 
ci 
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cifed onthofe whom rigour could not tertify to furrender their _ 
revenues. ‘The abbots of Glaftovibury and Reading were me- 
morable inftances: and perhaps under the head of hofpitality, 


. there would have been no harm in faying, that when the 
xg priory of St. Mary Spittle, in the fuburbs ot London, was dif- 
7 folved, the vifitors found no lefs than one Aundred and eighty 
y beds for the reception of fick perfons and travellers; a proof 
. that the poffeflion of wealth, while it conferred upon the 
ad monks the ability of doing good, did not univerfally take away 
te) the inclination, Perhaps we fhall be here excufed for men- 
tioning, that in the Cotton manufcript already alluded to, is an 
‘ original Letter from Bifhop Latimer to Lord Cromwel, in fa- 
bt» vour of Great Maiverne Monattery, written in a rough hand, 
ae but with a natural eloquence that even yet excites emotion. 
of 7 
m, ** Among the levities of the monks was a fondnefs for fights and 
no amofements. Giraldus tells a ftory of a monk who run out to fee a 
es, whale, and who, his feet flipping, tumbled into a pit, and was lugged 
"ice out with-ropes and poles hooked with iron, Minftrels, whom dome 
houfes maintained on purpofe, contributed to their amyfement at feft- 
vals and other times; though it is faid they were difgufttul to the fe- 
verer orders, particularly before the Norman Conqueft, when they 
an. were confidered as brethren of the Pagan Scalds, ‘To thefe are to be 
the added bear-wards. ‘The fryers, minors of Francis, having pafled into 
tid England, and taking their way towards Oxford, ftopped at a Benedic- 
i. tine abbey, where a young monk, thinking them, by their ridiculous 
ud habit, to be fome jugglers, ran immediately to give notice of it to the 
oe abbot, who, in hopes of having fome good {port, bid them come in. 
no But they having made them to underftand they were poor fryers, who 
%y came to implore their charity, the abbots and monks commanded they 
0» thould be turned out of doors.” P. 27. 
At p, 42, we have a quaint piGture of a begging friar, chiefly 
d- taken from Chaucer. 
ie ** Chaucer’s friar is a pleafant fcoundrel, a religious Falftaff. He 
to was wanton and merry ; full of dalliance and fair language ; had made 
ne full many a marriage of yonge women at his own coft; was intimate 
‘if with yeomen over all the country, and worthy women of the town; 
f- was licentiate of his order, and had power of confeflion, more than 
ry any curate; inftead of weeping and prayers, by way of penance, he 
fe — money to the ** poor freres;” could fing and play well; 
wi new the taverns, hoftelers, and tapfters in every town; but fhunned 
f. the beggars ; courteous and lowly of fervice when any thing was to 
be got; gave a certain farm for his grant; could toy like a whelp; 
et lifped fomewhat for wantonnefs, to make his Englith {weet upon his 
D- tongue; when begging at the bed of a fick man he afks him for his 
ls money to make their cloifter, and pretends that they had fared ew. 
or while on mufcles and oifters to raife money for it; that they 


a forty pounds, and if they could not get wherewith to pay it, cult fell 
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their books; that the friars were the fun of the world, which muf go 
to deftruétion, but for their preaching, and that Elifha and Elias were 
friars ; at laft he pretends that they had prayed in their chapter day 


and night for his healih, and adds that a trifle is nothin teda 
: cole sighs Wise 


But it fhould have been obferved, that the picture of this 
mendicant, whofe eftablithment obliges him to travel about the 
country, was originally heightened by the poet, as a contralt to 
the PARSOUNE, or parith-prieft, ** in deteribing whofe fanc- 
tity, limplicity, fincerity, patience, induftry, caurage, and con 
fcious impartiality,” as Mr. Warton has obferved, ** Chaucer 
fhows his good fenfe and good heart.” At p. §5,a number of 
interefting ta€ts are thrown together in re{pect to hermits, but 
too long to copy: and a little further on we have the cere 
monial undergone by thofe who came to converfion. At 


p- 84, is the ceremonal at the profeffin of a nun, which to 
many of our readers may be acceptable. 


** The ceremonial with regard to nung was triple, The Frias was 
the confecration of a mun, which was to be made on folemn days, name. 
ly, cither on the Epiphany, or on the feftivals of St. Mary, or of the 
Apoftles, or Sundays. ‘The virgin to be confecrated, atier the begin- 
ning of the Mafs and Collet, betore the Epiftic was read, came betore 
the altar, robed in white, carrying the religious habit in her right hand, | 
and an extinguifhed taper in her left, which habit the laid before the 
altar, at the bithop’s feet, and held the taper in her hand. The bithop 
then confecrated the habit and gave it her (the veil excepted) faying, 
** Take, girl, the robe whieh you feall ewear in innacence;” 0 which 
fhe went to the reveftry, put it on, and returned with a lighted taper 
in her hand, fin ing, ** f love Chrift, into whofe bed I have entered.” 
Then, after the Epiftle, Gofpel, and Creed, the bifhop faid, *« Come, ' 
come, come, daughters, I will teach you the fear of the Lord; ypon which 
the nun came before the altar, finging, ** dad now we fellow with our 
ewhale hearts.” When this was finifhed, the bithop proftrated himfelf 
wpon the carpet before the altar, and the nun behind him ; and in the 
mean while the Litany was fung by two clerks, the choir making the 
refponfis ; but the bithop and minifters of the altar funy in the mean 
time the feven Pfalms, Atter the Litany, the bifhop rofe and began 
the /eni Creator; alter which the nun rofe, and came before the alrar, 
when the bifhop put the veil upon her head, as the ftoaped. After 
which the began /adwit me Dominus, or forme fuitable antiphonar from 
the hiftory of Agnes or Agatha, ‘This was followed by.a curle from 
the bifhop, againit all thofe who prefumed to ditlurb her holy purpofe. 
The nun then made her profeflion, it fhe had time, put the fignature 
of the crofs to the end of it, and laid it upon the altar, from whence 
the abbefs took it, to be laid by.—Then the nun ftood before the altar, 
and faid this verfe three times, ** Recetwe me O Lord?” which was 
each time repeated by all, and concluded with the , Kyrie 
Elecfon, and Lotd’s Prayer. In the méao time the nun by nee 
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thar, and certain Pfalms were fung ; ‘after whieh the gave the taper to 


fome one to hold, and offered bread and wine to the bithop; which 
over, fhe again took the taper, and ftood inclined till the commu. 
nicated, and the mats and epifcopal benediction was concluded. After 
the mafs, fhe offered the taper upon the alvar, and defcended in peace. 
The seconp was the order dow @ nun was to make prof-ffion if foe 
bad been — before without pref Bien. Upon whatever fettival he 
chofe, the bifhop {ung mafs, and afier the Gofpel, the sift Pfalm, and 
Ghria Patri, was fang by all. The nun then advanced before the 
altar, and read her profeffion, which was fucceeded by a religious fer- 
vice by the bifhop. She then roe and advanced to that prelaie, who 
put the veil over her eyes; ater which the proftrated herfelf again, 
ada Pfalm and antiphonar was fung by the bifhop. The tH1Rp 
was the form how a mun not a virgin, or other, was to make ber profiffim. 
ag whatever fettival he chofe, the bifhop robed himfelf in pontifi- 
» and while he was doing this, the ufual prayers were faid by clerks 
appointed fur this. ‘The bifhop then placed himfelf in a chair before 
the middle of the altar, with his face towards the weft, The nunin 
the mean while advanced through the lower gate of the choir, with 
two or three fifters accompanying, carrying the habit on her left arm, 
in which was fixed the veil with the ring, and in her right the fchedule 
of profeffion, upon which fhe kept her eyes fixed. While the was ad- 
vancing, the bifhop, minifters, and choir, in a low voice, fung a cer- 
tain fervice. When this Pfalm was over, and the habit, veil, and ting, 
laid at the bifhop’s feet, the nun, ftanding upon the middle ftep of the 
altar, read her profeffion in this form; ‘* I fitter [A.] promife ftead- 
, and the converfion of my manners, and obedience before God 

aod all his faints, according to the rule of St. Benedi&, in the place 
which is confecrated to the honour of S. N. and in the prefence of our 
lord bifhop N. or abbefsN.” After this, fhe knelt and made a crofs 
with a pen in the end of the profeflion upon the knees of the bifhop, 
and having kiffed his hand, rofe and proltrated herfelf upon the carpet 
or ground before the lower-ftep of the altar, over whom the bifhop 
fanding then faid certain prayers. She was then raifed, and the 
veil and ring being fet afide, the bithop confecrated the habit, 
and, after it had been fpriakled with holy water, put it upoa 
her, with certain prayers. He then turned with his atrend- 
ants to the altar kneeling, and the .nun proftrate behind him, begin- 
hing with a loud voice, Veni Creator; after this he rofe, and turning to 
her, faid certain prayers, She thew rofe, and the veil was confecrared, 
and one of the pricfts, not the bifhop, put it upon her head, while the 
bithop faid certain prayers. The amefe* was then confecrated, the ring 
Biven to her, and the veil drawn over her eyes, which was followed by 
Certain prayers over her as fhe lay proitrate. Then the Gofpel was 
read, and while the fervice was finging. by the choir, the kiffed the 
bithop’s hand, and made her offering kuecling, as atterwards did thofe 


** * Worn on the head: it fignified the rag of linen wherewith 
the Jews blinded Chrift ia mockery, when they {mote and 
him. Gutch’s ColleClanea Curiofa, ii, 179.” 
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who chofe it. She then continued proftrate till the Communion way 
over, when fhe arofe, and the bifhop brought her the patin to comme. 
nicate, 2s the knelt upon the ftep of the high altar. After this, the 
kiffed the bifhop’s hand, was led into the choir, and kiffed all the bree 
filters. She then continued in filence for three days, never c 


any st of her cloaths, except her thoes ; but day and night devoted 
to plalms and hymns, and fpiritual fongs, ftudied how the fhould ferve 
God conftantly, and took the laft rank, till the third day.” 


Such were the obfervances at the profeffion of a nun, which 
Mr. F. has tranflated literally from an ancient ritual in the 
Corton Library. 

The fourth and laft portion of the work treats of Monattic 
Offices ; including not merely the church and apartments of 
the monaftery devoted to particular bufinefs, but defcending 
to the very furniture and ornaments of the place, and includ- 
ing the public offices of devotion. The rood, whofe fituation 
is defcribed (p. 108) fhould have been further explained. It 
received its name from the Anglo-Saxon pod, a ftaff or crofs; 
and fituated as it was, over the (creen or arch-way at the en- 
trance of the chancel, it conveyed to our anceftors a full type 
of the Chriftian church ; the nave reprefenting the church mi- 
litant, and the chance! the church triumphant ; denoting that 
they who would pafs from the former to the latter church, 
muit go under the crofs and fuffer affliGion. 

From the church and church-yard, the author proceeds to 
the Refetory, the defcription and good appendages of which 
occupy feveral pages, and are clofed, q 

** as far as concerns the Monks, with the bill of fare of one of theie 


fith featts. 
* Firft Courfe. 
Elys in forry*. 
Blamanger. 
Bakoun Herryng. 
Mulwy] taylest. 
Lenge taylys. 
ollys of Samoun. 
erlyngt Sope. 
Pyke 


Grete Plays. 
Leche burry§. 





* « Were eels and parfley boiled in water, to which were added 
wine, iticery; fage, grated bread, brothe of the eel, ginger. MS. 
« Kicarne, 197. 
+ ** Melwell is a//lus, a cod. Colleétion of obfolete words, MS. 
nes me. 
* Whiting. Skian. 
; ** Leche is ge’atina, jelly, in obfolete words, . 
Cruftade 
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Cruftade ryal*. 
ads 
Mammenyet. | 
Crem of Alemaundysf. 
Codly ng. 
Haddock. 
Freth hake§. 
Solys y fo 
Gurnedd broylid with a fyruppel]. 
Brem de mere. 
Roche, 
Perche. 
Memife fryedd{. 
Urchouns. a3 
E 8 ro e 
iow pus ord 
Grete crabbys. 
A cold’ bakemeate.” P, 123. 


Through the chapter and dormitory, Mr. F. proceeds to the 
chifter, the anecdotes of which are fufficiently curious to juftify 
an extract. . 


** Several antient canons enacted, that cloifters fhould be erected 
near the church, where the clerks might attend to ecclefiaftical difci- 
pline, and confinement to it,originated in the goffiping practices of 
the antient monks, which Benedi¢t was determined to prevent. ‘Therg’ 
was a green in the midft of it:(fumetimes called Paradife) “* fignifys 
ing (fays Wickliffe) the greenne/s of their virtues above others”; and 
a tree in the middle, which implied ‘* the ladder, by which in 
tions of ‘virtue they afpired to celeftial things.” Its four fides had 
alfo particular defignations: the weftern fide was appropriated to the 
fchool; that which joined the church to moral reading ; and the ufes 
of the two others (for Du Cange’s extract is imperfect) feem to be 
conjoined with the duties of the church and chapter. e form was 





* «* Cruftade (fingly) chekyns, pejons, {mall briddes in a brotthe, 
with poudur of pepur, clowes, verjoufe, faffron, make coffyns (pies) 
with rafynges of corance, and ginger, and canell, and raw egges. 
A . Ordin. Roy. Hout, 

“« Vernage wine, almonds, ginger, &c. boiled up in ale, MS. 
Harl. 279. p. 87. 

t ** Acompound of them with thick milk, water, falt, aad fugar, 
Id, p. 12, a favourite dith, See Gales, Scriptores 1. 498,9. 

§ ** Hakot is Lucius pifcis, Obfolete words, ut fup. 

4 ** Hyeca. Id. See Johnfon and Steeven’s Shak{peare, v. 390. 
met, Fo ful ale, fauce faffroned, &c. with pykes or others. MS. 

- ut fup. 
pair Clarid honey, ale, grated bread, almonds, ginger, &c. MS. 
" {quare, 










































120 Fifbrooke’s Britifo Manachifm. 


fquare, that the monks might be fecluded from intercourfe with the 
world ; and the idea of the building itfelf was taken from Solomon's 
porch, erected near the temple.” P. 144. 


Under the head of Infirmary, we have the ceremonials with 
regard to dying monks and nuns ; and, at p, 173, a fhort ac- 
count of the Library: which Mr. Fofbrooke might eafily 


have enlivened with fome valuable information, At its clofe, 
he obferves, 


«* The proportion in which the monks cultivated the refpeétive 
fciences appears, from a curlory enumeration, fufficiently accurate for 
this purpofe, of the works of authors in Bale, to have been nearly 
this: Divinity, 175; Scholaftic Literature, 893 Epiftles, Contro- 
verfy, Mifcellanies, 65; Hiltory, 54; Biography, 32; Arts, Mathes 
matics, Aftrology, &c. 31; Philofophy, 14; Law, 6.” 

The hiftory of the Domus Antiquariorum, or writing-room, 
in monatteries, is very curious ; but, on the Studies of the 
Monks, this author feems too faftidious, fince many inftances 
have occurred of their attaining much higher claims than he 
has mentioned. Allfric, the Anglo-Saxon monk, is faid to 
have tranflated the whole body of the Scriptures into the ver- 
nacular tongue, and part of them are yet evidences of the 
faé&t. Experience of hiftory undoubtedly fhows, that grofs 
ignorance, and a ftagnation of the faculties, were too free 
quently the concomitants of a monaftic life; but cenfure, di- 
veiled of all qualification, is unjuft. 

At the end, we have a few additional particulars relating to 
the Diffolution. 

On the whole, we cannot but acknowledge, that thefe vo- 
lumes con‘ain much curious and original information. That 
Mr. F. has tvo frequently applied for intelligence to the fati- 
rical writers of the times he treats of, cannot be difputed: 
quotations from Nigell Wireker, Piers Plowman, and Bar- 
clay’s Ship of Fools recur perpetually; authorities which 
fhould oi have been felefted, when fteadier fources of in- 
formation failed. To his ftyle, ** he could not give elegance, 
becaule he had to tranflate moft motley materials, and did not 
chufe to deftroy precifion and particularity by generalizing his 
el A few marks of hafte we have obferved: and 
(vol. it. p. 107) ** duties of the temporary hiltories”, we do not 


underftand ; but, generally fpeaking, his ftyle is well adapted 
to the fubjeét. As an interpreter, he has in one place failed ; 
vol. i. p. 137, note, on * two halle watcr fatts, a frynkill of 
lattern, &c.’ ‘* A Rrickle isa ftrike to even meafures with, 
which cannot be the meaning here.” Certainly not ; but if, 
for firyokill, Mr. F. had fubftituted /prynkill, he would have 
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difcovered the afpergillum, which; in Roman Catholic coun- 
tries, is Rill an appendage of the holy-water veflel. But, not- 
with(tanding the few exceptions to the work, we confider it as 
a valuable addition to our ftock of national hiftory. 

Atthe end are two little pieces, which have no neceffary re~ 
ference to the work in queftion. The firft confifts of «« Emen- 
dations of Bifthop Gibfuu'’s Verfion of the Saxon Chronicle.” 
The note taken from the blank Jeaf of Mr. Ellis’s copy, 
might have been put in better order ; and fome of the various 
readings, are réferred to, as marked MS. B. but no fuch mark 


~ occurs when they are given, p. 228.  Bithop Gibfon’s verfion 


prefenied the Saxon (tudent with the text of vo fingle MS. but 
a picked reading of his own feleétion. The Sm MSS, he 
ufed himfelf were in the Bodleian, both in the collection, lefe 
by Laud... One was a very fine one certainly ; but the other, in 
the hand. writing of William Lifle, was very bad in all refpedts. 
The two remaining MSS,) oneyin Bennet College Library, 
Cambridge, and the gther.in the Cotton colledtian, were only 
quoted at fecond-hand. Mr. Fofbrooke’s Emendations are 
in general good, and may. be ufeful to fome future editor of 
the Saxon Chronicle ; a complete edition of which is much 
wanted, ' 

The fecond® of thefe pieces is an Ode, entitled «* The 
Triumphs of' Vengeance; or the Count of Julian”, founded on 
an event of Spanith hiftory. The ftory, clumfily related by 
Heylin, is this :—Juliao, Governor of the province of Tingi- 
tana, refenting the advancement of Roderick to the throne of 
Spain, joins in the fation of the late king's fons. Roderick, 
to get rid of him, fends him on an embally to the Moors of 
Africa, and in the interval deflowers his daughter, Cava ; at 
which, Julian is fo incenfed, that he engages the Moors in the 
invafion of Spain, who, after a fevere conflid, fubje& it to the 
empire of the Saraccas. 
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Art. IIL. Poems. By George Dyer. In Two Volumes. 
remo. 12s. Longmanand Rees. 1802. 


IN p. §9@, of our feventeenth volume, the reader will find 
an account of a firft book of Poems by this author, ot 
which thefe were to have been a continuation, and confecrated 
Dive Libertati! Mr, Dyer has been induced, partly by the 
advice of friends, and partly by the ints of book{fellers, who, 
as he truly fays, are the deff judges in thefe matters, to alter the 
efrange- 
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arrangement of his plan. We ate now prefented with two 
volumes of Lyric Poetry, on mifcellaneous fubjects, in which 
however the poet's favourite goddefs is not negleéted ; thefe 
are introduced by a long Prefatory Eflay on Lyric Poetry, in 
which are many pleafing fentiments and judicious obfervations. 
Mr, Dyer’s purfuits and talents muft indeed be various ; for 
we find him at one time compofing Sonnets, and Tranflations 
from Anacreon, and at another books of noon mr and tradts 
on Juries. We are however ftrongly inclined to fuppofe, that 
the chara@ter in which he will appear moft acceptable and in- 
terefting is that of a Poet. 

Thefe compofitions are diftinguifhed by the afual chara&er 
of the author's pen ; they never rife to any extraordinary vi- 
gour, have none of the ardentia verba, but a confiderable fhare 
of tafte, harmony, and feeling. The following is an agreeable 
fpecimen. 

“ To tHe Cam, 

Soon fhall the young ambrofial {pring 

Wanton forth, in garlands gay, 

And, fpreading foft her virgin wing, 

Shall wed the Lord of Day. 

Soon fhall reviving Nature homage yield, 

And, breathing incenfe, lead her tuneful train 

O’er hill and dale, foft vale, and culrur’d field ; 

The bard, the lover, and the jocund fwain, 
Their new-born joys fhall fing; earth, fea, and fky, 
All wake for thee, fair Spring, their fweeteft minftrelfy. 


@. 

What though the winds, and fleety fhower, 

May feem awhile to huth the grove ? 

Soon, wak’d by Nature’s living power, 

Shall breathe the voice of love ! 

The lark gay mount, to hail the purple dawn, 

And its clear matin carol thro’ the ky, 

The throftle’s mellow warblings checr the morn, 

The linnet foftly trill on hawthorn nigh ; 
The m ‘fts fhall vanifh foon, and foon the breeze 
Kifs every glowing flower, and fan the trembling trees. 

3. 

I, too, the cheering warmth thall feel, 

And join the rapturous choral fong, 

Mufing fmooth numbers, as I fleal, 

O Cam! thy banks along. 

‘Tho’ near thy banks no myrtle breathe perfume, 

No rofe unfuld its blufhing beauties near, 

Tho’ here no ftately tulip fpread its bloom, 

Nor towering lily deck the gay parterre ; 
(Inclos’d within the garden's fair domain, 
Thefe al!, in eaftern pride, fhall hold their golden reign :) 


Yet 
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b.4 4. 

Yet wild flowers o’ér the fruitful fcene, 
Warm’d by. the touch of gentle May, 
Shall rife, obedient to their queen, 

In fimple beauty gay 
To ane the violst theds the tichett fweet, 
To me the fing-<op ines with brighteft hues ; 
‘The primrofe pale, like modeft virtue pes 
F’en the meek Paid, can inftruét the Mufe : 
Roving with filent eyes, the loves to ftand, 
And in the field-flow’r views a more than matter’s hand. 


E’en now the fun-beam, aacating bright, 
Quick dances on the crifped ftream ; 
And foft, tho” fleeting gales invite 
The fond poetic dream. 
Nor does in vain the fwan majeftic fail, 
Nor glittering infeét range the rufhy brink ; : 
Nor the fith “fith {por ting down the current fteal, 
And the light i+ fers on the margin drink ; 
Then, wild with blifs, fhiver the painted wing, 
And to their feather’d loves their {weeteft woed-notes fing, 


6. 

Yet muft we leave thy blooming rei 

And fhort that reign, thou lovely Sp “ae 

What time Fate’s igh decrees ordain, 

Or wills the foveregn King! 

Yes, all chy thadowy clouds, thy rainbow hues, 

Thy flowers, and fongs, thy gales, and glofly bloom, 

All muft be left, tho’ friendly to the Mufe ; 

And man,.poor man, lic down in cheerlefs gloom 5 
That feafon cold of death thall chill his tongue, 
Nor beauty’s fmile return, “ wak’d the vernal fong. 


But {peed the hours on rete wing ? 
Mut ‘ore ‘lig ght feafon flit away ? 
Then hail,O man, the coming fpring, 
And feize the fweets of May ; 
Where now the bard of Camus’ claffic ftream, 
Ahi flee mad en eee th’ Holian ue ae 
h with him fpring-enamou ; 
From him the loves, and ‘* Venus’ train” retire,— 
He too, who trac’d the cryftal ftreams of light, 
And Nature’s {pacions fields, ee Newton, flceps in night. 


No more he treails this hallow’ round, 
a ee boundle y 
Ah! Science can ' 
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Oh! quit then, Fancy, queen of fongs and wiles, 
The pearl-enamell’d grot, the mofs-grown cell, 
Thy many thovfand hills, and purple ifles, 
And deign, oh! deign, near fedgy Cam to dwell ; 
Still let the fong of love the valleys cheer, 
And blooming Delonte fpread fair {pting- time all the year.” 


At p. 55, of Vol. I. isan Effay on ne Poetry, in which 
Mr. Dyer difcuffes the fpeculative queftion, whether blank 
verfe is as capable of expreffing fublime and tender forrow as 
the moft harmonious rhyme. He thinks it is; we think 
it unneceflary to decide fuch a queltion. Sublime and excel- 
lent examples may be produced in both forms; and a poetical 
mind, {trongly inipreffed, may perform wonders in either way. 

The fecond volume is, like the firft, divided into two books, 
and, like that alfo, contains a mixture of profe and verfe. It 
begins with an Effay on reprefentative Poetry, in which there 
is much to pleafe, and but little that is objectionable. The 
firft Poem which fucceeds this Effay is very poetical, 


* Tuz Love Poer. 
Oh! Love, fair Nature’s child, andeck’d by art, 
Whom fhould I call, but thee, in every clime, 
The poet’s mighty God? 
Harmonious power! ‘To whom aii beings raife 
Gay fongs, and gratulations meet, 
for thine it is thro’ air, earth, fea to range, 
Wing’d with defire, and warm with life ; 
Thine the perennial fires, that renovate the world! 


Have I not on thy altars duly pour’d 
The pure libation, following it with fighs, 
And refignation meet? 
To thee have I not paid, at morn and eve, 
The pray’r too big for words, a prieft, 
That greatly felt, and filently ador’d? 
Oh! then thy vot’ry’s trembling heart 
Touch with the living coals, that on thine altar burn, 


But fpare, oh! fpare me now: affume no morse 
"The form terrific, fire-red eyes and darts, 
Thy darts of living fteel ; 
Nor bring with thee thy train of thoufand ills, 
The fleeplefs night, the day of care, 
Follies and wanderings, griefs, and fears, and {marts, 
Pale melancholy, pining thame, 
That lead the vagrant heart to lab’rinths of defpair, 
Be but my Mule, what other fhall I need ? 


Give me but that {weet mufic of the foul, 
Can I then want a lyre? 


Ob! tune my heart-ftrings ;f9 the paffions all 
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Shall to my fong fing jubilant : 
So fhall the feafons, in alternate dance, 
Pafs {miling by, each herb, fruit, fow’r, 
Be redolent of fweets, and every gale infpire ! 
True to thy name, now wear thy lovelieft form 
Dimples and fmiles, and pity-beaming eyes, 
And foul-enliven’d mirths ; 
And bring the flower of blifs without the thorn, 
Delights chat lait, and cares that pleafe, 
With meek benevolence, but taught by thee : 
So from my heart, by thee attun’d, 
Sweet melodies fhall rife, and dignify my fong.” 


At p. 83, vol. ii. will be found Curfory Remarks on Readers, 
and the Nature of Poetry; on Dreams and Vifions. This Effay 
laces the writer in a new point of view, and fhows him to 
offefs talents for humour. Some Poetical Dreams fucceed, 
which exhibit much power of fancy, The Padlocked Lady 
has many charming ftanzas ; but the cataftrophe is ridiculous 
and falfe; intimating that, in this country, Liberty has a Pad- 
lock on her lips. Mr. Dyer himfelf has more than once exhi- 
pited a memorable example, how much may be faid and written 
in this nation without reprehenfion or reftraint. Itis much to 
be lamented, that more of thefe whiners about Liberty, do not 
go and make their experiments in thofe happier lands, which are 
the fubje&s of their praife and envy. The punifhment of 
thofe who havé done fo, has ufually been exemplary. 

We have, however, on the whole, no fcruple in declaring, 
that thefe two volumes have afforded us more entertainment 
than any of Mr, Dyer’s preceding publications, either in verfe 
or profe, 
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Art. IV. Leétures on the Gifpel of St. Matthew, delivered in 
the Parifh Church of St. Fames, eeriy in the Years 
1798, 1799, 1800, and 1801. By the Right Rev. Beilby 
Porteus, D. D. Bifbop of London, In Two Velumes. 8vo. 
14s, Rivingtons, 1802. 


"THE occafion of thefe LeQures being originally preached is 
thus explained, by the learned and excellent prelate, in a 
concife but energetic Preface. The ftate of the kingdom, 
political, moral, and religious, was fo unfavourable, as to ex- 
cite the moft ferious alarm in every mind of refle€&tion. Our 
public enemies triumphed where ; and traitors at home 
were indefatigably active in their endeavours to difleminate dif- 

affe&tion, 
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affeGtion, infidelity, and a contempt of the Holy Scriptures, 
At the fame time, a {pirit of diffipation and profligacy feemed 
to prevail in the higher clafles of fociety, which ill became our 
national fituation, and which was but little calculated to fe. 
cure the prote€tion, or avert the indignation, of Providence. 

With this impreflion on his mind, the Right Reverend writer 
and preacher of thefe Le&tures, did not hefitate a moment what 

artto act. His fagacious mind difcerned the baleful opera- 
tion of thofe peftilential writings, which every day, and almoft 
every hour, poured like a torrent from the prefs; and he re- 
folved to attack and countera&l them by the beft and moft effi- 
cacious of ail weapons, namely, the truth, the dignity, and the 
divine authority of the Sacred Writings. Towender the part 
which he refolved to perform as confpicuous and effectual as 
poflible, the Bithop refolved to give LeQures on the Gofpel of 
St. Matthew, from his own parifh church of St James, Weft- 
minfter ; and he judicioufly chofe the feafon of Lent for this 
purpofe, that, atthe fame time that he was purfuing his great 
and principal object, he mizht alfo atrraét the wandering at- 
tention of the public mind, toa period which, notwithftand- 
ing its urgent and facred claims, is unfortunately too much 
negle@ted. The effi was wonderful ; it was not only an- 
fwerable to the mott fanguine wifhes of the author, of his par- 
ticular friends, of every advocate for truth, and every votary 
of religion, but it produced the moft eminent, fubftantial, and 
falutary advantages. 

There is the greateft reafon to prefume, that fome who difbe- 
lieved became fincere and pious converts to the great truths 
which they heard fo wellexplained, and fo ably enforced ; that 
forme there were who doubted ; but, moft happily for them- 
felves, now doubt no longer. It is no lefs certain, that 
many who went as carelefs, gay, and unthinking hearers, in- 
duced by curiofity, attracted by the tame of the preacher's 
eloquence, or perhaps from fome ftill lefs honourable caufe, 
were impreffed with a higher veneration for the Sacred Writ- 
ings than they before entertained, and were at leatt rendered 
ferious if not devout. 

Thefe Leétures, fo circumftanced, written with an ardour 
of patriotifm, a genuine thirft of piety, and a ftrong fenfe of 
duty ; delivered with an animation and eloquence, for’ which 
through life the Bifhop of London has been eminently diftin- 
guifhed; heard with deep and filent attention by admiring mul- 
titudes, are now prefented to the public. How acceptable the 
public has confidered the gift futhiciently appears from the fa&, 
that, in a very fhort interval of time, two large editions have 
Been aQually difpofed of, and a third is ‘now in the prefs. To 
| 3 make 
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make any critical obfervations upon the Le€tures themfelves 
would be idle and fuperfluous; the public voice, and public 
atitude, have ftamped their value. We fhall conrent ours 
felves with pointing out the plan which the learned prelate has 
purfued. The firlt volume contains fourteen Le&ures. The 
firt is employed in giving a Compendious View of the Sacred 
Writings ; having done this, in a moft perfpicuous and fatis- 
factory manner, the preacher concludes with thus declaring 
his future intentions. : 


«« Since then the atility, the abfolute neceffity of reading the se 
tures is fo great, fince they are not only the beft guide you can confult, 
but the only one that can poffibly lead you to heaven ; it becomes the 
indifpenfable duty of every one of you moft carefully and conftantly 
to perufe thefe facred oracles, that you may thereby ‘* become perfect, 
thoroughly furnifhed to every good work.” ‘They who have much 
leifure fhould employ a confiderable fhare of it in this holy exercife, 
and even they who are molt immerfed in bufinefs have, or ought to 
have, the Lord’s day entirely to fpare, and fhould always employ fome 
part of it (more particularly at this holy feafon) in reading and medi- 
tating on the word of God. By perfevering fteadily in this practice, 
any one may in no great length of time read the Scriptures through 
from one end to the other. But in doing this, it will be advifeable to 
begin with the New Teftament firft, and to read it over moft fre- 
quently, becaufe it concerns us Chriftians the moft nearly, and explains 
to us more fully and more clearly the words of eternal life. But after 
you have ounce gone regularly through both the Old Teftament and the 
New, it may then be moft ufeful perhaps to fele¢t out of each fuch 
paflages as lay before you the great fundamental dodtrines and moft 
eflential duties of your Chriftian profeflion; and even amongft thefe, 
to dwell the longeft on fuch as exprefs thefe things in the moft awful 
and ftriking manner, fuch as affe& and touch you moft powerfully, 
fuch as make your heart burn within you, and ftir up all the pious af- 
fections in your foul. But it will be of little ufe to read, uniefs at the 
fame time alfo you refe@; unlefs you apply what you read to thofe 
great purpofes which the Scriptures were meant to promote, the amende 
ment of your faults, the improvement of your hearts, and the falva- 
tion of your fouls. 

«* To affift you in this moft important and neceflary work is the 
defign of thefe Lectures; and in the execution of this defign I fhall 
have thefe four objecis principally in view, 

‘« Firft. ‘To explain and illuttrate thofe paflages of Holy Writ, 
which are in any degree difficult and obfcure. 

«« 2dly, To point out, as they occur in the facred writings, the 
chief leading fundamental principles and dottrines of the Chriftian 
seligion. 

© 3dly. To confirm and ftrengthen your faith, by calling your ate 
tention to thofe ftrong internal marks of the truth and divine authority 
of the Chriftian religion, which prefent themf{elves to us in almoit 
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4thly. To lay before you the great moral precepts of the Gofpel, 
to prefs them home upon your coniciences and your hearts, and render 
them effectual to the important ends they were intended to ferve; 
namely, the due government of your paffions, the regulation of your 
condutt, and the attainment of everlatting life. 

“© Thefe are all of them objeéts of the very laft importance ; they 
are worthy the attention of every human being ; and they will, I 
think, be better attained by a familiar and pra¢tical explanation of the 
facred writings, than by any other {pecies of compofition whatever, 

«* The plan of inftru€ion adopted by our blefled Lord was unquef- 
tionably the very beft that could be deviled, It was not a regular 
fyftem of ethics delivered in a connected feries of dry effays and dif- 
Seemions, like thofe of the ancient heathen philofophers 5 bur it con- 
fitted of familiar difcourfes, interefting parables, fthort fententious 
maxims, and occafional refle€tions, arifing from the common oceur- 
rences of life, and the moft obvious appearances of navure. All thefe 
various modes of initruction are fo judicioufly blended and mixed to- 
gether in the hiftory of our Lowd’s life and c nver'ation, delivered to 
us in the Gofpel (as all the various forts of pleafing objeéts are in the 
phate | {cenes of nature) that they make a much deeper im- 
preffion both on the va eae and on tie heart, than they could 

fibly do in any other more artific'al form. 

« An expofition of Scripture, then, muft at all times be highly 
ufeful and interefting to every fincere difciple of Chrilt ; but mutt be 
peculiarly fo at the prefent moment, when fo much pains have been 
taken to ridicule and revile the facred writings, to fubvert the very 
foundations of our faith, and to poifon the minds of all ranks of peo- 
ple, but a the middling and the lower claifes, by the moft im- 
pious and blafphemous publications that ever difgraced any ‘ hriftian 
country*. ‘To refitt thefe wicked attempts is the duty of every minif- 
ter of the Gofpel; and as 1 have ftrongly exhorted all thofe who are 
under my fuperintendence to exert themfelves with zeal and with vi- 
gour in defence of their infulted religion, I think it incu nbent on me 
to take my fhare in this important coneft, and to fhew char I with not 
to throw burthens on others of which | am not willing to bear my full 
proportion. Aslong therefore as my health and the various duties of 
an extenfive and populous diocefe will permit, and the exigencies of 
the times require fuch exertions, | propofe to continue annually thefe 
Le&ures. And I fhall think it no unbecoming conclufion of my life, 
if thefe labours of my declining years fhould tend in any degree to ren- 
der the Holy Scripturcs more clear and intelligible, more ufeful and 
delightful; if they fhall confirm the faith, reform the manners, confole 
and revive the hearts of thofe who hear me; and vindicate the honour 
of our divine Mafter from thofe pee indignities and infults which 


have af late been fo indecently and impioufly thrown on him and his 
religion.” Vol. i. p. 21. 
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* « About this time, and for fome years before, The Age of Reafin, 
and other peflilent writings of the fame nature, were difleminated 
sbroogh almoftevery diftricy of this country with incredible induftry.” 


“Lhe 
































<), 
ler 


ur 
cy 


he 


The Bifbop of London's Leétures on the Gofpels. 129 


The fecond LeQure treats of the arrival and offerings of the 
wife men at Jerufalem ; and we are told that, for fome valu- 
able obfervations in this as well as in the third and thirteenth 
Le@ture, the author is indebted to the late excellent Archbifhop 
Secker. The conclufion of this Leure is in a remarkab'e 
degree animated and happy. The third LeQture reprefents 
the hiftory and doétrines ot John the Baprilt. It is furely 
impoffible to perufe the following apoftrophe without the 
decpeft emetion. 


«© We hear, indeed, a great deal of the good nature, the benevos 
lence, the generofity, the humanity, the honour, and the other innu- 
merable good qualities of thofe that reject the Gofpel; and they may 
poflibly poflefs fome oftentatious and popular vir'ues, and may kee 
clear from flagrant and difreputable vices. But whether fome pon 
depravity, fome inveterate prejudice, or fome leaven of vanity and 
felf-conceit, does not commonly lurk in their hearts, and influence 
both their opinions and their practices, they who have an extenfive ac- 
quaintance with the writings aod the conduct of that clafs of men 
will find no difficulty in deciding. If however this was the decifion 
of man only, the juitnefs of it might be controverted, and the com- 
petency of the judge denied, It might be faid, that it is unbecoming 
and prefumptuous in any human being to pafs fevere cenfures on large 
bodies of men; and, that without being able to look into the heart 
of man, it is impoflible to form a right judgment of his moral cha- 
racter, This we do not deny. But if he who actually 4as that power 
of looking into the hearts of man, if he who is perfectly well ac. 
quainted with human nature, and all the various characters of men; 
it he has declared, that wen love darkne/s rather than light, becanfe their 
deeds are evil, who will controvert the truth of that decifion ? On this 
authority then we may furely rely, and may rett aflured, that whatever 
pretences may be fet up for rejeCting revelation, the grand obttaclesto 
it are, indolence, indifference, vice, paflion, prejusice, felf conceit, 
pride, vanity, love of fingularity, a difdain to chink with the vulgar, 
and an ambition to be confidered as fuperior to the rett of meal in 
genius, penetration, and difcerament. It is by removing thele im- 
pediments in the firtt place that we mult prepare men, as St, Jonn did, 
for embracing the religion of Chrift. ihefe (to make ufe of pro- 
phetic language) are the moxmtains that muft be made low; thefe the 
crooked paths that muft be made ftraight; thefe the rough places that 
mult be made plain. ‘Then all difficulties will be removed, and there 
willbe a HIGH WAY FOR our Gop. Then there will be a {mooth 
and eafy approach for the Goipel to the underitanding, as well as to 
the heart ; there will be nothing to oppofe its conquett over the foul, 
THE GLORY OF THE LoRD SHALL FULLY BE REVEALED, AND 
ALL FLESH SHALL sBE1T.” P, 78, 


Lecture the Fourth is on the temptation of Chrift in the 
W ildernefs. In this, after a careful and ferious examination of 
the evidence and arguments, the Bifhop concludes, that the 
temptation 
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temptation is not to be underftood as a vifionary reprefenta- 
tion, but is to be literally interpreted. 

The fifth LeQure fets before the reader the choice of the 
Apofiles, with the beginning of Miracles. If the arguments 
againft Miracles had not repeatedly received the moft entire 
and complete refutation, and in particular from Adams, Camp- 
bell, and Paley, the fincere believer might confidently make 
his appeal to the conclufion of this difcourfe, as fufficient to 
fatisfy every mind unprejudiced on the fubje&. 

Letures VI. and VII. are employed upon our Lord’s Ser- 
mon on the Mount. A fpecimen of purer eloquence cannot 
eafily be found in any writer on facred fubjeéts, than the fol- 
lowing extraSt exhibits. 


** Having now brought thefe Le&ures to a conclufion for the pre- 
fent year, I cannot take my leave of you without expreffing the great 
comfort and fatistation 1 have derived from the appearance of fuch 
numerous and atientive congregations as I have feen in this place. 
"Vhat fatisfaion, if I can at all judge of my own fentiments and feel- 
ings, does not originate from any felfith gratification, but from the 
real intereft 1 take in the welfare, the eternal welfare of every one 
here prefent ; from the hope I entertain that fome ufeful impreffions 
may have been made upon your minds ; and from the evidence which 
this general earne(inefs to hear the word of God explained and re- 
commended affords, that a deeper fenfe of duty, a more ferious atten- 
tion to the great concerns of eternity, has, by the blefling of God, 
been awakened in your fouls. If this.be fo, allow me moft earneftly 
to entreat you not to Iet this ardour cool; not to let thefe pious fenti- 
ments die away ; not to let thefe good feeds be choked by the return- 
ing cares and pleafures of the world, But go, retire into your clofets, 
fall down upon your knees before your Maker, and fervently implore 
him to pour down upon jou the over- ruling influences of his holy {pirit ; 
to enlighten your underftandings, to fanctify your hearts, to fubdue . 
your paffions, to confirm your good refolutions, and enable you to te- 
filt every enemy of your falvation. 

‘© ‘The wo tld will foon again difplay all its attra€tions before you, 
and end: avour to extinguifh every good principle you have imbibed. 
But it the divine truths you have heard explained and enforced in 
the fe Lediures have taken any firm root in your minds; if you are fe- 
rioufly coavinced that Chrilt and his religion came from heaven, and 
that he is able to make good whatever he has promifed and whatever 
he has threarened, there 1s nothing furely in this world that can induce 
you to rifque the lofs of evernal happinefs, or the infli¢tion of never- 
cealing punifhment. 

«* Leatt ot all will you think, that this 1s the precife moment for 
fetting your affections on this world and its enjoyments; that thefe 
are the times for engaging in eager purfuits after the advantayes, the 
honours, the pleafures of the prefent lile; for plunging into vice, for 
diffolving in gaiety and pleafure, for fuffering every trivial, every in- 
figuificant obyett, to banifh the remembrance of your Maker and 
Redeemer 
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Redeemer from your hearts, where they ought to reign unrivalled and 
fupreme. Surely amidft the dark clouds that now hang over us, thefe 
are wot the things that will brighten up our profpects, that will leffen 
our danger, that will calm our apprehenfions, and fpeak peace and 
comfort co our fouls, No, it mult be fomething of a very different 
nature; a deep fenfe of our own unworthinefs, a fincere contrition 
for our paft offences, a proftration of ourfelves in all humility before 
the throne of grace, an earnelt application for pardon and acceptance 
through the merits of him who died for us (whofe death and fuffer- 
ings for our fakes the approaching week will bring frefh before our 
view) an ardent defire to manifeft our love and gratitude, our devotion 
and attachment, io our Maker al our Redeemer, by giving them a 
decided priority and predominance in our affections and our hearts ; 
by making thetr will the ruling principle of our conduct; the attain- 
ment of their favour, the advancement of their glory, the chief object 
of our wifhes and defires ; and purfuing other things only in fubor- 
dination to the great and momentous concerns of eternity, ‘Thefe 
are the fentiments we ought to cultivate and cherifh, if we with for 
any folid comtort under calamiry or affliction, any confidence in the 
favour and protection of heaven ; thefe alone can fupport and fultain 
our fouls in the midft of danger and diftrefs, at the hour of death, 
and in the day of judgment. 

“© And how then are thefe holy fentiments, thefe heavenly affections 
to be excited in our hears ? Moft certainly not by giving up all our 
time and all our thoughts to the endlefs occupations, the never ceafing 
gaicties and amufements of this diflipated metropolis; but by with- 
drawing ourfelves frequentiy from this tumultuous feene, by retiring 
into our chamber, by communing with our own hearts, by fervent 
prayer, by holding high converfe with gure Maker, and cultivating 
foine acquaintance with that unfeen world to which we are all hatten- 
ing, and which, in one way or other, mult be our portion for ever. 

‘© Many of thofe whom I now fee before me have, from their high 
rank and fituation in life, full leifure and ample opportunities for all 
thefe important purpofes ; and let them be affured, that a {trict account 
will one day be demanded of them, in what manner, and with-whar 
effect, they have employed the talents, the time, and the many other 
advantages, with which their gracious Maker has indulged them. 

‘© And even thofe who are mott engaged in the bufy and laborious 
fcenes of life, have at leaft ove day in the week which they may, and 
which they ought to, dedicate ro the great concerns of religion, Let 
then shat day be kept facred to its original deftination by all ranks of 
men, from the higheft to the loweft, Let it not be protaned by need- 
lefs journies, by {plendid entertainments, by crouded affemblies, by 
any thing in fhort which precludes either ourfelves, our tamilies, or 
our domettics from the exercife of religious duties, or the improve- 
ment of thofe pious fentiments and attections which it was meant to 
infpire. Let me not, however, be mifunderftood. 1 mean not that 
it thould be either to the rich or the poor, or toany human being what- 
ever, aday of gloom and melancholy, a day of fuperttitious rigour, 
and of abfolute exclufion from all fociety, and all innocent recreation, 
A know of nothing in fesipture that requires this, I know of no — 
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effects that could refult from it. On the contrary, it is a feftival, a 
joy ful teftival ; a day to which we ought always to look forward with 
delight, and enjoy with a thankful and a grateful heart. But let it 
be remembered at the fame time, that it is a day which God claims as 
Bis own; that he has ttamped upon it a peculiar mark of fanciity ; 
and that it ovght to be diftinguifhed from every other day, in the firft 
place, by refting from our ufual occupations, and giving reft to our 
fervants and our cattle; in the next, by attendance on the public wor. 
fhip of God; and, in the remaining totervals, by relaxattons and en- 
poyments peculiarly its own; not by quotidian tumult, notte, and diffi. 
p2tion ; but by the calm and filent pleafures of reticement, of recol- 
lection, of devout meditation, of fecret prayer, yet mingled difcreetly 
with feleét fociety, with friendly converfe, with fober recreation, and 
with decent cheerfulnefs throughout the whole.” P. 158, 


“The eighth Lecture ison the Condu@ and Chearaéter of the 
Roman Centurion. The ninth explains and comments upon 
our Lord’s [vitrudtions to his Apoftles. The tenth contains 
Obfervations on the Sabbath, on the Demoniacs, and on the Sin 
of Blafphemy ayaintt the Holy Ghott. We particularly recom- 
mend the conclufion of thisd.fcourfe, to thofe whofe timid piety 
may !n<!ine them to be over fcrupulous. Theeleventh Lecture, 
on the fubjeat of Parables, is pecyliarly pleafing ; and the ex- 
planations of the Parables of the Sower and of the Tares, 
which occupy the twelfth and thirteenth LeQures, are in the 
highelt degree interelting and important, The la(t Leéture of 
thes volume exhibits the hiftory of Herod and Herodias, with 
the Death of John the Bapritt. In this portion of the work 
will be found much originally of fentiment; and the charac- 
ter and conduét of Herodi: is, are reprefented in a novel point of 
view. Without that affected benevolence and philanthropy 
to which modern philofophers and fophitts pretead, there is " 
this difplay of this extraordinary inculent and character, 
mi'dnels which does not temporize with crime, an earn: hush 
of zeal which does not border upon acrimony 3 a hin deter. 
mination to a& the part of a jult and upright judge, who ts, 
at the fame time, not unwilling to make due allowance for 
hrman paffions and infirmities. We thall eonclude our obfer- 


vations of this month with an extra, which feems to us pe- 
culiarly impreffive. 


«© We here fee a fatal proof of the extreme barharities to which 
that moft diabolical fentiment of revenge will drive the natural ten. 
dernefs even of a female mind; what a clofe conneAion there is be- 
tween crimes apparently of a very different complexion, and how fre. 

vently the uncontrolled indulgence ot what are called the fofver af- 
Etions, lead ultimately to the mof violent excefles of the malignant 
ions. ‘The volupruary generally piqaes himfelf on his benevo- 
nce, his humanity, and gentlenefs of djfpofiiop, His claim even 
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to thefe virtues is at the beft very problematical; becaufe, in his pur- 
fuit of pleafure, he makes no feruple of facrificing the peace, the 
coinfort, the happinefs of thofe for whom he pretends the tendetelt 
affe@ion, to the gratification of his own felfith defires. But however 
he may sdlirde Wi good humour, when he meets with no refiftance, 
the moment he is thwarted and oppofed in bis fagitious purpofes, he has 
no hefitation in going any lengths to gain his point, and will fight his 
way to the obje€t he has in view through the heart of the very bett 
friend he has in the world, The fame thing we fee, ia a ftill more 
ftriking point of view, in the conduct of Herodias. She was at firlt 
only a bold unprincipled libertine, and might perhaps be admired and 
celebrated, as many others of that defcription have been, tor her good 
temper, her fenfibility, her generotity to the r; and with this cha- 
racter fhe might have gone out of the world, had no fuch perfon as 
John arifen to reprove her and her hufband for their profligacy, and to 
endanger the continuance of her guilty commerce. Bur no fooner 
does he rebuke them as they deferved, than Herodias fhewed that the 
had other paffions to indulge betides thofe which had hitherto dif- 
graced her character ; and that, when fhe found it neceffary to her 
pleafures, the could be as cruel as fhe had been liceptious ; could con- 
trive and accomplifh the deftraétion of a great and good man, could feaft 
her eyes with the fight of his mangled head in a charger, could even 
make her own poor child the inftrument of Mer vengeance, and, as I 
am inclined to think, a re/aamnt accomplice in a moft atrocious murder. 

‘© Here is a moft awful Ieffon held out not only to the female fex, 
but to both fexes, to perfons of all ayes and conditions, to beware of 
giving way to any one evil propenfity in their nature, however it may 
be difguifed under popular names, however indulgently it may be 
treated by the world, however it may be authorized by the general 
practice of mankind; becaufe they here fee that they may not only be 
ied into the groflett extravagancies of that individual paffion, but may 
alfo be infenfibly betrayed into the commiffion of crimes of the deepett 
dye, which in their ferious moments they always contemplated with the 
utmott horior. 

«© Let us now take our leave of this wretched woman, and turn cur 
attention for a moment to her unhappy daughter, Here undoubtedly 
there is much to blame, bur there is alfo fomething to pity and to ja- 
ment. Her youth, her inexperience, her unfortunase ficuation in a 
molt corrupt court, the vile example that was conftantly before her 
eyes, the influence, the authority, the commands of a profligate mo- 
ther, thefe are circumitances that plead powerfully for compaifion, and 
tend in fome degree to mitigate her guilt. Her firlt tault evidently 

was that grofs violation of all decorum, and all cuftom too, in appear- 
ing and dancing publicly before Herod and a large number of his 
friends, affembled at a fettive meeting, and perhaps halt intoxicated 
with wine. But itis not probable that a young woman of high rank, 
and fo very tender an age as fhe feems to have been, fhould have wo/un- 
tarily taken fuch a ftep as this, or fhould have been able to fubdue at 
once all the modcfty and the timidity of her fex, and acquire courage 
enough to encounter the eyes and the obfervations of fo licenticus an 
aflembly. ‘There can be little doubt, that fhe was wrought upon by 
the 
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the perfuafions of her artful mother, who flattered herfelf that this 
mead 34 might produce fome fuch effeét in the mind of Herod as ac. 
tually followed. What adds great weight to this conjecture is, that 
her next dreadful tranfgreflion, her fingular and fanguinary requeft to 
have the head of John the Baprit prefented to her, was ungueftionably 
the fuggeftion of the abandoned Herodias. 

‘* The facred hiflorian exprefsly informs us, that it was in confe. 
quence of being Jefare ructed of her mother that fhe made this de. 
mand. Nor .. this all; there is great reafon to believe, that it was 
with the utmoft difficulty fhe was prevailed on to comply with the in. 
junctions that were given her; for the original words, wgoSCacbsice 
wro tus wnteos, Wh ich we tranflate before infiru@ed of her mother, more 
Rridilly fignify be cing wrought upon, inf: igated, and impelled by her mo- 
ther; for this is the fenfe in which that expreflion is ufed by the beft 
Greek writers, 

** This fuppofition receives no {mall confirmation, from the man- 
ner in which the is reprefented by the Evangelift as delivering her an- 
fwer to Herod, ‘* She came tiraightway with hatte unto the king ;” 
fhe betrayed on her return the utmoft emotion and agitation of mind. 
She had worked herfelf up to a refolution of obeying her mother ; 
and was in hafte to execute her commifiion, leit if any paufe had in- 
tervened her heart fhould relent, her fpirits fail her, aoc fhe fhould not 
have courage to utter the dreadful demand fhe had to make. 

* Ali this feems to imply great reluctance on ber part, and is evi 
dently a confiderable alleviation of her crime; yet does by no means 
exempt her from all guilt, For although obedience to parents is a very 
facred duty, yet there is another duty fuperior to it, that which we owe 
to our Maker. And whenever even a parent would incite us to any 
thing plainly repugnant to his laws, as was the cafe in the prefent in- 
ftance, we muft, though with all po fiible decency and refpeét, yet with 
firminefs and with courage, refilt the impious command, and declare it 
to be our decided refolution ** to obey God rather than man.” P. 377. 


We thall conclude our account of two of the moft intereft- 
ing volumes we have for a long time perufed, in our next 
number. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
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Arr. V. On the Infiuence attributed to Philofophers, Freee 
Mafans, and to the liluminati, &c. 


(Concluded from vol. xix. p. 523.) 


ete GH we omitted accidentally to give notice of our in- 
tention to continue this article, we cannot forbear to com- 
lete an account which has hitherto been left imperfect. We 
fede ¢ fee a how eafily M. Mounier contradi€ts himfelf in his zeal 
to vindicate phvi op! ifn, trom the charges brought againit it 
by the Abbe Barrucl and Dr. Robifon. His apology for the 
ree- 
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Free-Mafons of France, and the Iliuminés of Germany, 
abounds with the fame figure of fpeech. He begins that apo- 
logy, however, not with contradicting himfelf, but with mif- 
reprefenting the meaning of his two illuftrious antagonilts, in 
order to make ridiculous what he is unable to confute. 

Thofe who maintain that the Revolution of France is the 
work of modern philofophy, cannot, he would teach us, well 
agree with thofe who reprefent it as the work of Free-Mafons, 


«« The authors of fome writings, however, have contrived to attrie 
bute it to three different confpiracies ; and # you thould admit with-’ 
out examination, all that they affirm, they would prove to you, firft, 
that a// has been done by the philofophers—a{terwards, that @// has 
been done by the Free-Mafons—and laftly, by the German llumi- 
nati.” : 


Indeed! Is there not one native of Britain, not one indivi- 
dual of the human race, capable of difcovering the abjurdity 
of Dr. Robifon and M. Barruel, but she Juperior of the lnfli- 
tute at Belvidere near Weimar ? We have heard the celebrated 
works of thefe two authors highly praifed, and feverely con- 
demned, and we have borie our own teltimony to the merits 
of both; but it never occurred to us, nor have we ever heard 
it faid, either by friend or by toe, that, in the Proofs of a Con- 
fpiracy, or in the Memsirs of Facobin:{m, the French Revolu- 
tion is all attributed to philofophifm, a// attributed to Free- 
Mafonry, and a// atcribuied toGerman Liluminifm. In other 
words, we never before tound the Profcflor and the Abbé re- 
prefented as fools; though we have fometimes converfed with 
men who were very delirous to leflen the er of their 
works. Mounier, however, has made the difcovery! Whata 
pity that it was not made fome years ago, and then communi- 
cated to his friends the Iiluminés! Such a difcovery would 
have faved them both trouble and expence. 

Soon after Dr. Robifon’s valuable work was publithed, it 
found its way into Germany, was tranflated into the German 
language, and expofed to fale at the Leipfic fair. The Illu- 
minés, under the difguife of merchants and abbés, atvended, 
and bought up the whole impreffion, which they committed to 
the flames. A fecond edition was publifhed, and it fhared the 
fame fate*. Had thofe gentlemen poffeffed the prefent author’s 
fayacity, they would have kept their money in their pockets; for 





* This information was given to us by a gentleman of charafter 
and unqueftionable veracity, who was at Leipfic when the two ime 
preffions of the book were thus difpofed of. 
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they could not but have perceived, that nothing was to be ape 
prehended by the order from the writings of a man, who, 
though he has {pent his life in the (tudy of philofophy, yes 
knows fo little of the relation between caufe and effec?, as to 
attribute one event to three feparate and independent caufes!! 
From their condu& therefore it is evident, that the Illuminés 
fuppofid, as we do, that the Profeffur confidered their order, 
and that of the Free-Mafons, as nothing more than engines 
in the. hands of the philofophi(ts ; but whether they or Mou- 
nier have mterpreted 4uis work molt corre€tly, the readers of 
that work will judge. 

M. Mounier affures us, that he is no Free-Mafon himfelf; 
and he gives a picture of French Mafonry very fimilar to that 
which has been exhibited by Dr. Robifon. Yet with fingular 
inconliltency he labours to prove, what a man uninitiated could 
not poflibly know to be true, that no plots againit the ftate 
were formed in the lodges; and he is extremely angry with 
Barruel, for attributing to the order an impure origin. 

That author fecming inclined to derive the figns and fecrets 
of Mafonry from the Templars, Mounier blames him for 
“ reviving again(t thofe antient Knights the accufations which 
ferved as pretexts to their enemies ;” but he attempts, no other- 
wife than by his own confident affertions, to invalidate the 
proofs brought by the Abbe of the guc/t of the Templars. He 
talks, indeed, of the confetlions forced from them by the moft 
dreadful tortures or menaces; aud fays, that thefe are the proofs 
conlidered in the Memoirs of Jacobinifm: as undoubted ; but 
by confulting the Memoirs themfelves, the reader will find very 
fufficient evidence that 200 of the Knights confeffed without 
compuifion, and that at the Council of Ravenne it was declared, 
that fuch Knights as had confe//ed through fear of the torture 
[h.uld be canfidered as innocent ! 

Nor fatished with taking part with the Templars, he even 
dares to confider the ancient Herettarch AJanes, as a fanatic 
indeed, but at the fame time as a Chri/lian ainung at perfection! 

«« Barruel,” fays he, ** traces the vetennded dottrine of the Tem- 
plars as tar back as the fanatic Manes. He fays, that this Manes 
withed for a community of property ; whereas he difdained the ufe 
of his own property, and commanded his {cholars to remain poor, 
and poflefs nothing, as fo many other Chriffiars have done who pre- 
tended to perfeion, ‘The Templars were Manicheans; the Free- 
Mafons, fucceflors of the Templars, are Manicheans! It would be too 
duil a mode of paffing one’s life to attempt to refute all the abfurdi- 
ties which are related or printed—nor fhould we be able to convince 


thofe igmorant per, 9mS, whofe knowledge of hiftory is derived only 
from the writings of the Abbé Barrucl”’! 
Whether 
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Whether the Free-M.f ons be Templars, and Templars the 
difciples of Manes, we wall not inguire. ‘The prefent author 
himfeHf adunits, that ** in the fe€t called the Strid? Obfervance, 
it is inculcated that fume Templars, on the deftructicn of their 
order, had fled from the continent into England, and thefe 
dfenifed themfelves as Mafons, from whence arofe Free- 
Mufinry.”  “Uhis we believe to be one of the many impo ftures 
which prevail in the lodges on the continent 5 but there is, at 
the fame time, fuch a fimslari y between the rites of fore of 
the higher orders of Mafonry, and the ufe which Manes made 
of his dffecla ; while the crimes, of which the Templars con- 
felled themfelves guilty, fo perfeétly coincide with the Mani- 
chaans, that we cannot help thinking (though we thould be 
conlidered as ignorant perfons J that Barrucl had fufficient aue 
thority for all thac he bas alferted on the fubjeét. [tis not in- 
deed to be fuppofed, that a French philofopher knows much 
of the dogmas or pia@ices of a Chriftian heretic of antiquity; 
nor is it expected by any well-informed men of this country, 
that fuch a director of © the proyrefs of the human mind” wiil 
refiain ‘rom wri ing on fubjeéts which he does not underftand. 
Mr. Walker, however, for his own credit as an Englifh fcho- 
lar, (hould have inferted, in a note, at leaft, what de might 
have learned ot Manes, from Dr, Cuve and Cetelerius. For the 
ule of otir readers, andin juftice to Barruel, we thall take the 
liberty to fupply this defe&t. 

Ina lony note on the fourth book of the Clementine Re- 
cognitions, Cotelerius gives us the form in which thofe who 
returned from the Mamichzans to the Catholic church were 
oblived to abjure the herelies of their mafter. From it, there- 
fore, we may learn with certainty what thofe herefies were. 
Now, among many other anathemas of a fimilar kind, the re- 
turning herciic was obliged to pronounce the following : 
"AvabenaiiCa Tots Thy Wapa Quow aoxynworvym xalepyaQotvous, ob psovor 
Qyipas, APG xxi yOVAIKas, Tov Ob Vapor AMOCAAAALPOUS, Kai THs vEVOpIOMEMNs 
TOS TAS YUVAIKAS TUVOUTIAS HMA omtvors, Ya py Wadomontwoi, Paci, nal 
Yexads els tov SipCopoy tiv avbpatinwy buyer xalayaywow, Uur rea 
ders wiil excufe us from trautlating thefe words; and Mounier 
and Mr, Walker, fhould our critique fall into their hands, will 
fiom them perceive, that the followers of Manes wete certainly 
guilty of fome of the groffe(t crimes, which have been ever 
laid to the charge of the Templars; and that it was not un- 
natural for Borsuel to trace the impurities of the Koights from 
the ancient Merctiarch, whom our prefent author ityles @ Chrif- 
tian aiming at perfection | | 
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With refpeét to the Chrittianity of Manes, let him and his 


tranflator liften to Dr. Cave*, whofe refearches into ecclefiafti- 
cal antiquity may be lafely relied on, Semet enim modo Pa- 
racletum et Spicitum Sanétum, S. modo Chrifti Apoftolum, 
modé ipfum effe Chriftum pradicavit. Unde et Chrifti ad 
inftar, delectos ex affeclis XII. pre cxteris perditiffimos nebu- 
lones, Apoftulorum vice, dogmata longé latéque predicendo 
diffipaturos canitiuit.”” Now Barruel informs us, and his infor- 
mation is countenanced by Dr. Robifon, and not contradited 
by M. Mounier, that, in one of the orders of French Mafonry, 
the Venerable reprefents Jefus Chrift ; and that, furrounded by 
twelve A/jecla reprefenting the * arpa he celebrates a love 
feaft with all the rites that are ufed at the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper! ‘The Abbé had therefore good reafon to affirm, 
that there is a refemblance between Manichzifm and fome of 
the rites of Mafonry ; and when he derived the latter from 
the former, though he may have fallen into an error, he furely 
did not indulge any extravagant flight of fancy. But, in the 
opinion of M. Mounier, the burtelauing of the Lord’s Supper 
is a very harmlefs piece of amufement! 


** Barruel further fays, that the Roficrucians reprefent, in their ce- 
remonies, the death of Chrift, the darknefs, and the earthquake, men- 
tioned in the Gofpel. He might have added, what I have read in the 
manufcript of Bode, that they afe the impofition of hands, and em- 
ploy Aaron’s rod. He quotes thefe fuperttitions as proots of their in- 
fidelity : he pretends that they give to the letters INRI the following 
interpretation: The Jaw of Nazarrtu condudled by RAPHAEL into 
Jupea. I know not whether the Roficrucians make ufe of this ri- 
diculous explanation; but the Abbe Barruel fees in it the intention of 
infulting Chriftianity”! 

Does any man fee in it any thing befides this intention? 
Yes, becaufe Barruel candidly acknowledges that many of the 
Roficructans were unacquainted with the intentions of their 
fuperiors, and believed that they had returned to the purity of 
the Chrillian doctrine, therefore, fays Mounier, * the con- 
tempt of religious opinions was not taught in their lodges, 
and was not the objeé? of their affectation” !! Indeed! Could 
nothing be the objet of. their atfociation, which was not fully 
detailed to a// their difciples?) The, man, who can reafon in 
this manner, mult have ether a very mean opinion of the un- 
deritanding of his readers, or a great want of prudence, with 
refpect to his own character. But he proceeds in his vindica- 
tion of the Roficrucians. 
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** The Roficrucians, if any of them ftill exift, are the moft con- 
temptible of the Free-Mafons; not from their impiety, for they are 
extremely credulous (are credulity and piety fynonymous terms ?) nor 
becaufe of their fyftems of government, for they take no interef# what- 
ever in public affairs—but becaufe they form a fchool of dupes and 
quacks, Bode, who detelted them, afferts that their fuperiors exacted 
an oath from their novices to conceal no fecret from them, to reveal to 
them even whatever fhould be told to them in confidence. (Is this 
the conduct of men who take no fhare whatever in public affairs ?) 
He adds, that in fome of their lodges it was recommended to employ 
the agua tophana againtt the perfecutors of the truth. 1 am not how. 
ever inclined to believe in the agua tophana of the Roficrucians, more 
than in that of the other Free-Mafons.” 


Perhaps you are not inclined to believe, that any thing is 
produative of evil but fuper/iition, which you confider in- 
deed as the parent of the grofle{t enormities! But if you believe 
not Bode attefting a plain matter of fa&t, why do you require 
us to credit fo many of his alfertions concerning things ex- 
ceedingly complicated? His allertions are not always fo well 
fupported ; for Gugomet and Schropper both admit the agua to- 
phana, though, in doing fo, they accule themfelves ! 

It is wonderful to what lengths of abfurdity intemperate 
zeal will fometimes carry a man of abilities, in fupporting the 
caufe which he has chanced to efpoufe. ‘Though Monf. M. 
profeffes to defpife Free- Mafonry, yet, becaufe it has been fup- 
pofed to have contributed to the French Revolution, he writes 
with the utmoft rancour againft Barruel, for painting the de- 
pravity of fome of the lodges in colours one fhade deeper than 
that in which he choofes to paint it himfelf! 


« The author of the Memoirs of Facobimifm pregepgs, that in the 
lodges of Adoption, in which women were admitted to the myfteries, 
morality was often violated. Such aflemblages are not, it is true, con~ 
formable to the rules of decency; but there is a great difference be- 
tween thinking that an aflembly may favor criminal intrigues, and 
believing that they renounce every fentiment of modefty. ‘Thefe are 
accufations fo very atrocious, that a juft man before he can adopt 
them, will — the moft authentic teftimonies; and hé who is not 
afraid of publifhing fuch Charges, and is not in a fituation to produce 
certain proofs of them, ought to be feverely punifhed by the laws, 
or, where that cannot be done, by the indignation of all good 
men,” 


The reader doubtlefs fuppofes, that M. Mounier would ex- 
tend this feverity to /idellers of all kinds; but he is miftaken. 
That writer makes avery proper exception in behalf of his 
friends the philofophifts ! 
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« Teis not becaufe the Jacobins profeffed maxims contrary to 
order, that they ought to excite indignation, If they had taught falfe 
dofrines without propagating them, like Mahomet, by the fear of 
death, it would have been cafy to refute them, and to prevent their con- 
fe quences. 35 


The do@rines which the Jacobins taught are too well known 
to make it neceffarv for us to fay, that they were libels on all 
the privileged orders, and all eftablifhed inftitusions, civil 
and religious, But indignation ought not, it feems, to rife 
againit the libellers of shefe ; though he who prefumes to fay, 
that morality was often violated in @ mafon-lodge compofed of 
men and women, all bound ta pay implicit obedtence to the will « 
their Moafonic Superiors, ought to be feverely punif/bed by the 
laws of his country! 

‘The author writes with fomewhat more refpect of Dr. Ro- 
bifon than of M. Barruel, though to him alfo he is extremely 
unjuft. In order to difcredit the Proofs of a Confpiracy, he 
lays, 

« Jr. Robifon names me alfo. If what I have faid on the Free- 
Mafons fhould ever reach him, he will be furprifed at the profane tone 
of my difcourfe. I declare folemnly that [ have never been either Free- 
Mafon or Martinif. Ic is enough for me to obey the laws, and to 
icknowledge the fuperiors which they give me. I have by no means 
any intention of increafing the number of thofe to whofe will I fhould 
be bound to conform. I am fond of enjoying all the independence 
which the public order can guarantee to individuals, and I fhall not 
expofe it to the fancies of a Grand Matter, of a fuperintending brother, 
or of a terrible brother. 1 deteft oaths which are not indifpenfable, and 
every thing which reftrains without neceffity the liberty of {peaking 
what I think. I hope my readers will excufe this declaration, In 


three different editions, Dr. Robifon has named me among the mem- 
bers of a Martinilt lodge”! 


What Dr. Robifon thinks of the tone of this author's dif- 
courfe on the fubjeét of Free-Mafonry, we fhall not pretend 
to guefs ; but fome indignation, we fhould fuppofe, muft have 
rifen in his breaft, when he found himfelf thus accufed, and 
talfely accufed, by a man whom he has twice mentioned with 
more than merited refpe&. Dr. Robifon, whofe work we have 
perufed with attention, does met name Adounier as a Martinitt 
or Free-Mafon ; nor did Mounier find himfelf fo named in the 
Proofs of a Con/ piracy, when he read that book and praifed if 
highly! He chanced, however, to read foon afterwards an- 
other valuable work, entitled the Rife, Progrefs, and Confe- 
quences, of the new Opsnions lately introduced into France, in 
which there is much about Free-Mafonry, as well as fome fevere 
though juft remarks on his own conduet as Prefident, of what 
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has been called the Confituent A/Jembly, Thefe remarks gave 
him great offence, as we learn from a letter of Mr. Walker's, 
whiclt by the favour of a friend is now before us; and as we are 
aflured by the fame letter, that Mounier held in high elteem 
the Proofs of a Confpiracy, we mult fuppofe thar, trufting en- 
tirely to his memory, he, at the diftance of two years, con- 
founded the one work with the other. But if this be fo (and 
there is no aliernative, unlefs we fuppofe him to have glanced 
over fome tranflation of the Proofs fo heedlefsly, as to read his 
own name for that of Meunier) we leave our readers to judge 
how well he is qualified to detect the inaccuracies, and correct 
the miflakes, of Barruel and Robifon! 

His firnels for this tafk will appear {till more doubtful, from 
a comparifon of the following ftrange aflertions. 


«* Although I am perfuaded that fecret focieties are dangerous, I 
do not hefitate to maintain, that the Free-Mafons have not had the 
flighteft influence on the Revolution, — It has been faid, that the equa. 
lity proteffed in the lodges had contributed to the dettruction of the 
ancient government; but this equality is not at all relative to civil or- 
der, Free Mafonry condemns not riches and dignities; it confiders 
men of all ranks only with regard to the connexion which unites them 
as members of @ fraterual afficiation” | 


Taking for granted, as we really do, that the fraternal affa- 
ciation of which men are confidered as the united members 1n a 
Britifh Mafon-lodge is perfely harmlefs, might not the egua- 
fity there profeffed have been perverted to the worlt of purpofes 
: the lodges of France? This queftion, let the author an- 
wer. 


“ It is a principle generally admitted,” he fays, ‘ in all lodges» 
that the orators ought never to make the eftablifhed religions or go- 
vernments the fubject of their difcourfe, I acknowledge that on fome 
very few occafions fome of the brethren have not exactly cont@®med to 
this rule: I even acknowledge that the lodges of Free-Mafons might 
cafily become a centre of union for confpirators,” 


If this be fo, is it credible that they did nat become a centre 
of union for the French confpirators, or that the example ot 
the few brethren, whom this author reluétanily acknowledges 
to have departed from this falutary rule, was not followed by 
every Mafon panting for a change of government? This, 
we think, muh have been the cafe, or a man not initiated could 
hardly have difcovered that any of the orators had abandoned 
the principles of the order. Aye, but 


** 1 do not believe,” continues he, “‘ that in the lodges liberty 
was ever fpoken of. If this word was ever pronounced, it was like 
that of equality, in a fenfe foreign to politics, and entirely moral”! y 
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142 Mounier on the Influence of Philofophers. 
Yet he had faid a little before, that, 


‘* Although the greateft part of the Mafonic focieties have adopted 
fuperftitious reveries, they neverthelefs, in fome French lodges, culti- 
vated the fciences and literafure before the Revolution. ‘Their fra- 
ternal banquets had become the banguets of Epicurus, and their meet- 
ings, philofophical Lyceums; where, under the mafk of Free-Mafonry, 
and free from all {pies, they difcufled without reftraint a// forts of 
Subjeis"! 

Is political liberty then no fort of fubjeé? ? Or is it a fub- 
ject of fo little importance, as never to have been mentioned in 
the Lyceums of phrl:fophi/is, whole minds were teeming with 
political innovations? 

M. Mounner ts certainly a man of talents, and hitherto has 
been a man of character. That fuch aman fhould write in this 
manner, on any fubject, is a very fingular phenomenon, for 
which we prefume not to account; but perhaps fome light 
may be thrown on his conduét, by a due confideration of the 
circuinttances under which his book was compofed. After 
being driven from Swiflerland, where he had taken refuge 
when obliged to quit hts own country, he found an afylum at 
Weimar, among the conttellations of German literature. He 
there affociated with writers of very different principles, all 
patronized by the Dartchefs, who is ambitious of aing, in her 
little court, the part acted by Macenas in the court of Auguftus. 
As it wouldill become her protegésto quarrel among themfelves, 
Mounier feems to have felt it rncumbent upon him to {peak 
refpecttully of men, whom, at a former period of his life, and 
in a different fituation, he would not probably have deemed 
objects of panegyric. Hence his eulogy of Wieland, who, 
though irseproachable tn his focial and domettic condu&, has 
fo very bad a heart, that he cannot, as Mr. Walker and Movu- 
nier well know, hear the Chriltian religion mentioned, with- 
out expretling the mott vrolent indignation! The prefent author 
is probably a Deilt himfelf , but we are perfuaded that he looks 
upon Chriftianity as entitled to @ fair hearing, for the fake of 
the matchlefs morality which it aims to introduce ; nor can 
we conceive a good heart enraged at fuch an impsflure. Of 
the truth of Chriftianity, we think it impoffible tor any man 
to harbour a doubt who has, with due care, inquired into its 
evidence ; but, foppoting it falfe, ftill what a paradife would 
this world be, if the morals of the Gofpel were the manners 
of its inhabitants? 

If then, to pleafe her Serene Highnefs, Mounier, notwith- 
ftanding his defire to advance ‘* the progrefs of the human 
mind,” has yet praifed the man who falls into a rage at the 
very mention of this morality, may not he have been influenced 
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by the fame motive to attempt a vindication of French and 
German Mafonry? On this fuppofition, and we give it for 
nothing more, his contradictions and empty declamations, fo 
unworthy of his former character, may all be accounted for ; 
fince the greate(t ingenuity will not enable a man to write con- 
fiftently and logically, when attempting to defend what his 
own judgment atlures him is incapable of defence. 

We will not follow this author through the fection which 
treats of the German Illuminés, though we might there glean 
a larger harvelt of contradictions, than is to be found perhaps 
in any other work extant. But it is enough for our purpofe 
to obferve, that he admits, what cannot indeed be denied, the 
authenticity of the papers refpecting the order, which were 
publifhed by the Court of Bavaria; as well as the immoralities 
not only praétifed, but enjoined by Spartacus and his Areopa- 
gites, to all their difciples, Yet he has the audacity to call 
the proje&t of Weithaupt a mebl/e plan, and to cenfure thofe 
‘‘ who attribute indifcriminately to the order the reveries of 
the chiefs ;"’ though he exprefsly admits, that to thofe reveries 
every individual of the order was folemnly {worn to pay im- 
plictt obedience !! 

He is very angry with Dr. Robifon and M. Barruel, for 
writing as they have done of Weithaupt, after he has fallen 
under misfortune; but has he fallen under any other misfor- 
tune than that which, by his machinations, he brought upon 
himfelf? We might, with as much propriety, whine over the 
misfortunes of a telon, becaufe he is under fentence of death, 
as over the misfortunes of Weifhaupt, becaufe he is banifhed 
from Bavaria. But he is proteéted by the Duke of Saxe Gotha! 
Very true; and the fame Duke of Saxe Gotha paid 1500 
dahlers for A/ufonic Archives ; a circumftance, which makes his 
protection of Weifhaupt a proof, that the protege is no longer 
Spartacus approving of fecret focteties ! | 

In that chara&ter, indeed, while at the head of his order, he 
was 


** conftantly exhorting his difciples to become perfect in virtue— 
to contribute, by their example, to the re-eftablifhment of good mo- 
rals, he neverthelefs encouraged one of them to fal, for the library 
of the order, fome books from a monaftery ; and it is not in this alone 
that he has fwerved from the principles of morality. He withes to 
reform the world, to deftroy vice, and render virtue all powerful—yet 
he obeys his paffions, and, in order to fave his own honor, and that 
of an unfortunate woman (his fifter-in-law) he renders himfelf guilty 
of the crime of abortion. It belongs to magiftrates to punifh criminal 
aétions— it belongs to men of honor to brand with ignominy triumphant 
vice; but he whom the laws have not affected, who repents of bis — 
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Wei t isa penisent !) and who is fallen into misfortune, ought ng 
long Perales any other fentiment but indulgence and pity" til 


Weare told in this work, that fome time after 1784, when 
feoret fucieries were prohibived in Bavaria, | 


“ four of the Iiuminati, difcontented with their chiefs, and who 
had not been admitted to the higher degrees, made their deciarations, 
Accordi:g to them, the members of the fociety hated princes and 
picts, and were the apologifts of fuicide. One of the foperiors had 
faid, that if they had 600 profelytes in Bavaria, nothing ‘could refit 
them. ‘They had the intention of feizing on all public employ ments; 
they would have reduced the princes to he mere flaves.. ‘They rejeted 


every religious idea, and threatened to take vengeance on thofe who | 


fheul! with to betray them. A blind fubmiffion to the orders of the 
fuperiors was exatted. The Marquis de Conftanza ‘had faid, that 
fothing more was neceffary in Germany, bu: two illuminated princes 
furrounded with Hluminati., The higher degrees were not a to 
thofe who did not approve of the plan of delivering the pecple trom 
princes, priefts, and nobles, of eftablifhing an equality’ of conditions, 
and of rendering men free and happy. ‘Thefe teitimonies had doubt- 
lefs jome foundation in truth”! 


Yes, dir, they had fome foundation in truth, for they were 
all corroborated by the chiefs of the order! Wesfhaupt bim- 
felf corroborated them when he enjoincd thofe, who were ta 
fhow the fchedule of their con {titution and principles to the 
Eie@or of Bavaria, to expunge the infirudtions relating to princes 
end. priefis; ani Knivge corrobnated them, when he faid af 
the higher mylleries, thar ** they were in the colours of Hell, 
and would feare the mft intrepid” F 

«* Bot whatever accufations may have been brought againft the Il, 
luminati, how can it have been po. fitfle to eonfound their doétrine with 
that of the ‘acohins of France? In the inferior degre s, their object 


was to favor she progrefs of reafon, and to caufe the public employments 
to be enirufted to the woft. enlightened perfons. Lb was in the higher 


degrees, tha the dangerous principles were taught; but thofe princi- 
a were directly oppofite to the opinions 5 were diffufed in 
france =: 

Were they indeed? Was the plan for ‘+ delivering the 
ponle from princes, pricils, and nobles, for eflablithing aa 
equal yof conditions, and rendering men,” according to their 
presences, ** free ansl bappy,” diredtly oppotite to the opinions 
winch the Jacobins d ff: led in France # Or has Mounier ‘at laft 
difcovered, that the Jacobins were religicus men, who could 
not poflibly coa'efce with thofe by whom * every religious 
idea was rejeQcd”? 

This author is very indignant at thofe, whe imagine that 
his countrymen ood in need of the aid of the German llumi- 
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nati to produce the Revolution ; for the vanity of a French- 
man «logs not permit him to acknowledge, in’ foreign’ na- 
tions, a fuperior even in the art of plotting mifchief! He has 
not, however, thought fir to account fur the well-known fa, 
that the department of the Lower Rhine was completcly te- 
volutionized in fix or eight months, by Seven Liluminés at 
Mentz, whs betrayed that mible city to Cuftine; formed a.con- 
vention of about two hundred and fifty of the lowelt of the 
people ; and by the pure operation of Jacobinifin, under the 
protection, indecd, but without the violent co operation of 
Cuftine’s army, drove every man of property out of the place! 
We would give this hiftory at full length, as well as aucther 
refpe&ting the Propugand:/is at Strafbury, who were fo liberally 
fupported by order of the Convention, did we not hope that 
D:. Robifon or M. Barruel, who are better qualified to do 
juitice to the fubject, may be indaced to give us fomethin 
more on the Fliluminati and their fpawn. Such a work wouk 
be far from fuperfluous. The princip'es inculested by the 
order are (till fecretly diffeminated, not only through Germany, 
but over all Europe; and wehave not a doubt bur that, among 
the fuperficial part of mankind, the work before us will give 
them additional currency. It is for this reafon, that we have 
beftowed fo much time upon it but, had we even room, “* it 
would be too dull a mode of paffing our lives, to attempt to 
refute a// the abfurdities which are related in one of the moft 
dangerous publications,” which, fince the commencement of our 
critical labours, have fallen under our review :—** nor fhould 
we be ableto convince thofe ignorant perfons, who confider the 
once ‘refpe&ted name of Mounier as fufficient to fan@ien any 
thing, however incredible.” We cannot however difmifs it, 
without noticing the following fentence, which occurs towards 
the end of the volume. 

‘* ‘Fell the people,” fays Mounier, “ that every efablifoed govern- 
ment is legitimate, even that which owes its origin to congueft, when it has 
become neceflary for the public tranquillity and order—when it is the 
protector of property, the defender of perfonal liberty” ! 


Should the fentiment, avowed in this paffage, feem to any 
of our readers ftrange, as coming from the author of the 
Tennis-ccurt oath, which annihilated the efabiijhed authority 
of the virtuous Louis; they will acknowledge, that it is 
avowed with fingular propriety by the Prerect oF 4 Dis- 
TRictT, under the eftablifbed government of the Confuls, 
Such now is Mountsr—that Mounier, who, at p. 223 of, 
this volume, fays; ** I lived at the firlt period of the Revolu- 
tion among the friends of true liberty; and I hope thar J all 
have the honor of being reckoned in this number”!! . 
ART. 




















































146 Wailfb on the Expedition to Holland. 


Art. VI. A Narrative of the Expedition to Holland, in the 
Autumn of the Year 129: Iliuftrated with a Map of Narth 
Holland, and Seven Views of the principal Places occupied by 
the Britifh Farces. By E. Walfh, M.D. 410. Robinfons, 
1800. 










































AS this is a document of an hiftorical nature, we fhall not 
pafs it by, though, it has Been by accident delayed. A 
very well-written Advertifement announces it to be ‘* nothing 
more than a journal, a little altered, fo as to admit an account 
of various tranfactions and incidents conne&ed with the fub- 
ject, but which could not poflibly altogether fall under the 
daily obfervance of any fingle perfon.” In this, however, the 
author's modefty does not do fufficient juftice to his work ; for 
the narrative, which is introduced by a general furvey of the 
conftitution of the United Provinces, and an impartial enquiry 
into the caufe of the calamitous fituation into which it had 
fallen at the time when this expedition took place, pollefles 
the conne€tion which is neceffary, and the fimplicity which is 
the belt ornament of hiftory ; and we moft-readily give credit 
to the writer, when he tells us, that he was among the foremolt 
of thofe who landed in the country, and among the laft who 
Jeft it. 

The minute details of war are ufually rather uninterefting toall 
who have not engaged tn it, or been perfonally on the fcene of ac- 
tion ; but whether from the affecting manner in which thedif- 
trefles of the army are related, or from the events having taken 
place on a fpot fo near to this country, that many then confi- 
dered the war as brought home to his own door ; from which- 
ever of thefe caufes it has arifen, we have read this fhort Nar- 
rative even with the intereft which arifes from a pathetic tra- 
gedy or well-conducted romance. Our view of the campaign 
is much affifled by a very clear and well-engraved map of 
North Holland, and the eye is amufed by feven pleafing views 
of towns and villages, the greater part engraved by Heath ; in 
which however the defigner feems to have exhibited our good 
allies the Ruffians with the pencil of caricatura, 

‘The Narrative, which comprifes 94 quarto pages, occupies 
about two thirds of the book, the remaining third containing 
the official accounts, from the London Gazette, which ferveas 
authentic documents to fupport the veracity of the relation. 
From fo concife a work long extras cannot be expected ; but 
we fhall fele& three, which we think more immediately inter- 
efting, becaufe the firft ftates very candidly a point which was 
much difcuffed at the time ; the fecond exhibits perhaps a pro- 
minent 
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minent caufe of the failure of fuccefs ; and the third affigns 
a reafon for the concluding event of this difaftrous enterprife, 
in which the caufe of humanity is fo ftrongly interefted, that 
we hardly think any reader will be found, who would with for 
vitory at fuch an expence as even the chance of obtaining it 
muft have coft. We fhall begin with that which relates to the 
operations after the capture of the Helder. 


«* Here it may not be improper, or irrelevant to the fubject, to 
confider whether all the advantages propofed to be derived from un- 
dertaking the expedition might probably have been greater or more 
decided, if any other plan of operation had been adopted at its com- 
mencement than that which was a¢tually followed, For the world, 
in judging of events, is prone to make its Conclufions, not always in 
confonance with the caufes by which they were produced, but from 
their fuccefsful or fortunate iffues. 

‘© Immediately confequent to the poffeffion of the enemy’s flect, 
and the eftablifhment of a vidlorious army in the country, formidable 
indeed more from its difcipline, appointments, and courage, than 
from its numbers—three feveral plans of operation obvieufly prefented 
themfe! ves. 

‘« The firft was to reimbark the troops, and to withdraw them al- 
together from North Holland, after having brought off with the cap- 
tured fhips as much of the artillery and the military and naval ttores 
as were worth removal, and then to deftroy the remainder. By this 
expedient, it is true, a grand exploit would have been achieved of in- 
calculable advantage to Great Britain, and with an incomparably 
{mall proportion of expenditure of lite and treafure; but, by fo 
doing, the main intention and fcope of the expedition would have 
been fruftrated, which were—to effect the re-eftablifhment of the 
former legal ccnftitution, and to reftore the Stadtholderate to the 

Hovfe of Orange. _ Yet even fuppofing conqueft was the fole ob- 
jet of purfuit, the éclat of our arms, as well as the folid advantages 
already obtained, warranted a further profecution of them. ‘To aban- 
don therefore the expedition in its firit fuccefstul onfet, to relinquith 
at once the fair profpeét of the fpeedy completion of all its objetts, 
and to return home without fo much as one difcouraging circumftance 
or occurrence, would be an extraordinary line of conduct indeed, that 
might well challenge animadverfion, 

** Direétly oppofed to fo contracted and timid a plan, another 
equally apparent offered itfelf. After having fecured the enemy’s 
fieet, and the forts of the Texel, to have profired by the firft ieeailies 
and without the lofs of a moment, to have followed them up, as foon 
as poffible, with the utmoft energy and promptitude, In favour of 
fuch a plan of operations, arguments not unplaufible might be ad- 
duced. It might be alledged, that the enemy, weak in numbers, hav- 
ing as yet not Seen joined by the French, and difheartened by our un- 
expected victorious commencement, would not have dared to have op- 
poied the rapid advance of the Britith army ; that, apprehenfive of 

is, he had evacuated for a fhort time Alkmaar; that pofleffion there- 

re might have been gained, without lofs, of a tract of country ade- 
quate 






















































BRE A IOS ro Ea ABE OE : = = 
aetna 


Sn Nn RY a: em ne 


Giiiets = ial RT te TUR tte aR 
a aN LS SNES TE 


Ts A ATT ei 








148 Walfh on the Expedition to Holland. 


guate to the maintenance and accommodation of an army of 50,c0¢ 
men, and for which we afterwards fo warmly contended; that we 
might have then fecured a tenable pofition, by eftablifhing a line of 
pots through a itrong country, from Hoorne to Egmont-op. Zee, hav- 
ing Alkmaar as a principal intermediate poft ; that, by fuch a vigorous 
movement, thofe of the inhabitants who were fincerely attached to 
the interefts of the Prince of Orange would be induced to come for- 
ward and evince their loyalty, not by a mere difplay of its fymbols, 
but by a manly and attive co-operation with the Britifh army ; and, 
finally, fuppofing the worft, that a retreat would have become necef- 
Jary, the fame fecurity in effeCling it would have exitted thea as at any 
fubfequent period. 

** Induced by fuch cenfiderations, it is not improbable that the 
Brittth army, fvfhed with vi€tory, would have pufhed on to Alkmaar, 
immediately after the battle of the 27th of Avgutt, tf its numerical 
force had been greater, But although that city might have then been 
taken, and the country pofleffed without oppofition ; yet to have main- 
tained for any time a fecure pofition there, mafmuch as the line of de, 
fence, extending from fea to bes, muft have been very weak, would be 
a doubtful and extremely hazardous undertaking. 

** Between thefe two meafures of leaving the country, and pry nt 
farther into it, a medium was chofen by our veteran and experiencec 
commander. ‘The army took up a pofiuon on the courfe of the Groot 
Sluys of the Zype, having Oude Sluys on the Zuyder Zee on its leit 
flank, and Patten on the Atlantic on its right. By this pofition a frr- 
tile tract of country was gained, which; though of no great extent, 
was fuflicient to fubfiftt the army that then occupied it. It furnifhed 
an abundant fupply of excellent black cattle and theep, and alfo horfes 
and waggons; of which laft the army flood in great need. ‘The po- 
fition was likewife a remarkably flrong one;. for it was defended by 
the great dyke or embankment running in front of the canal, and ex- 
tending acrofs the Ifthmus. The courfé of this bank is not in a ftraight 
line, it forms feveral half-moons and angular projections, and has a 
fine gravel road all along the top; at convenient diftances fmall re- 
doubts were immediately eredied, and cannon mounted upon them; fo 
that the dyke, thus fortified, was not lefs adapted to flop the progrtefs 
of an enemy, than of an inundation. 

‘* In this fecure fituation, the atmy waited impatiently for the 
powerful reinforcements which were hourly expected ; meanwhile it 
occupied quarters which might be termed comfortable, compared with 
thofe on the fand-hills, ‘Vhe troops were cantoned in large and com- 
modious farm-houfes, which made excellent barracks, all the officers 
being contained under one roof. ‘Thefe houles were fo numerous and 


equaily diftribuced, that the face of the country had the appearance 
of a continued village.” 


How the former occupiers of the houfes were accommo- 
dated, is not mentioned, In contemplating thefe three plans, 
it cannot but occur-to us, that the failure of the expedition is 
priscipally, if not folely, to be attributed to the various delays 
which occurred in furnithing the reinforcements ; among which, 
we 
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we fear, the obftacles which were oppofed to the recruiting 
from the Militia may be placed foremoit. 

Our fecond extra& will not increafe aur refpeé& for out 
allies. 


«© The Ruffians, in the ardour of vittory, entered the town of 
Berghen abourcight o’clock in the morning, fword in hand; bue 
finding the place abandoned, they relaxed their efforts, and according 
to their cuttom in taking towns by ftorm, gave themfelves up to. pil- 
lage. 

xs The vigilant enemy initantly feized this opportunity to retrieve, 
the day. He rallied his broken battalions, undeg cover of the woods, 
which were critically fupported by frefh troops from Alkmaar; and, 
highly favoured by the fituation, attacked the Ruffians at different 
points at once, with his ufual impetuofity. The Ruffians, who had 
fuppofed their vitory complete, were totally difconcerted at this un- 
expected renewal of the combat. Their forces were divided and dif- 
perfed, fome battalions being too far advanced among the woods, 
others too far retired ; but the mai body was bufied in collecting the 
fpoil in the ruined church of Berghen. Thus, notwithftanding the 
utmoft exertions of their generals and officers, and the natural courage 
of the men, the firft and fecond in command having unfortunately 
been taken prifoners, they were compelled to retire from Berghen, and 


to meafure back the ground they had conquered in the morning, to 
Schonel,” 


We now touch on the laft fcene, that terminates this fad 
eventful hittory, 


“ Tt was therefore ultimately determined to withdraw the combined 
Britith and Ruffian troops from North Holland, and to return to Eng- 
land, as expeditioufly as poflible. ‘To render fafe and effective this 
refolution, there were left to choofe but two practicable expedieats ; 
either to flcod the country in front of our lines, and to fortify the 
heights that command the Helder, in order to cover the embarkation, 
Or to negociate an armiftice with the enemy. 

‘* The command ot the waters of the ocean, and the Zuyder Zee, 
was certainly in our powes, by poffeffing the fluices at Colhorn, Oude 
Slays, and Patten; but to take advantage of. this power, would be to 
deflroy the country, and involve the unoffending inhabitants in irre- 
trievable ruin; for whofe protection and fecurity the expedition was 
undertaken, So calamitous an expedient was never executed by the 
enemy, either to protect Alkmaar, or to cover his owag retreat. 

** ‘This defperate meafore, therefore, was fo utterly repugnant to 
the feelings and fentiments of his Royal Highnefs the Commander in 
Chief, and fo conwary to the well known generous and liberal mode 
of warfare exercifed by a Britith army, that nothing but the moft ur- 
gent plea of felf-prefervation could induce its adoption, At the fame 
time it muft be acknowledged, that it would be extremely hazardous 
to truft entirely to any. works thrown up on the heights of Heuyiden, 
or round the Helder, for fhould the enemy once fucceed in forcing 
thofe works, he would entirely command the embarkation. wee 
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«¢ Induced by fuch motives, the negociation for an armiftice was 
preferred; and, on the 14thof Odtober, an overture was made, in thé 
form of a meflage, from his Royal Highnefs the Commander in Chief 
to the French General Brune, at his head-quarters, Alkmaar. The 
meffage met with all the attention to which it was fo highly entitled ; 
a favourable anfwer was returned, and Major-General Knox was dif. 
patched the next morning to treat on the conditions of the armiftice,”” 


We have not fuffered ourfelves to be withheld by falfe thame 
from giving an account of this book, which, though its prin- 
cipal attraction mult have been exerted while the events were 
secent, is drawn up with fofficient {kill to merit attention at 
any fubfequent period. How it caine to be laid by, after the 
firft perufal, we cannot now recolle& or explain. 
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Art. VII.  Obfervations on the Marfh Remittent Fever, alfe 
on the Water Canker, or Cancer Aquaticus of Van Swieten, 
with fome Remarks cn the Leprofy. By the late Robert Ha- 
milton, M. D. of King’s Lynn, Norfolk. With Memoirs of 
bis Life. 8vo. 171 pp. 4s. Mawman. 1801. 


THE author of thefe tracts was born, we are told, at Edin- 

burgh, on the 6th of December, 1721, and was educated 
at the high fchool there. His father, who was bred top the law, 
was for fome time Deputy-keeper to Holy-Rood-Houfe, under 
the then Duke of Hamilton, the hereditary Keeper. Ataproper 
age the auther was put apprentice to Mr. William Edmontfton, 
furgeon and apothecary at Leith, and after continuing in that 
ftation three years, attended lectures in anatomy, and the ma- 
teria. medica, at the Univerfity of Edinburgh, under Do@ors 
Alfton and Manefe, founders of the Medical School there. 
In 1741, he went.as furgeon’s-mate on board the Somerfet, 
and for fome time had the care of the military hofpital at 
Port Mahon. In 1744, he was made furgeon to the Wolf 
floop of war. The tour following years were divided between 
his occupations at fea, and his attendance upon the le&ures of 
Dis. Hunter and Smellie, ia London. In 1748, he went to 
Lyno in Norfolk, invited thither by his brother, a merchant in 
thac town. With a view of being near him, he took a thop 
at Maflinghain, which, at the end of twelve months, he relin- 
guithed in favour of Mr. Bewley, who had been his mate ; 
and accepted an offer of fettiing at Lynn, where he became fo 
rauch efteemed, that, in 1766, he obtained a diploma from St. 
Andrew's, to enable him to fucceed to the pra€tice of Dr. Lid- 
derdale, who died about that time. [In this fituation he con- 
tinued co the time of his death, which happened on the gth of 
November, 
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November, 1793. For the laft twenty years of his life he was 


much affli€ted with the gout, which he treated advantageoufly 


on the antiphlogiftic plan. By this method he was freed from 
that weaknefs, fo commonly confequent to fits of the gout ; and 
kept his joints free, the editor fays, from thofe concretions 
called chalk-ftones. As he was of an inquifitive and induftri- 
ous turn of mind, the time that could be {pared from his at- 
tention to his patients was employed in endeavouring to make 
improvements in his profeflion; and of his fuccefs in thefe 
endeavours, feveral refpe&table monuments remain. He was 
a frequent comefpdndent with the Royal Societies of London 
and of Edinburgh. ~ One of his papers, on a pun@ure of the 
bladder, was publithed in the Philofophical Tranfa@tions here ; 
and one on the diforder popular! called the mumps,inthe Tranfac. 
tions of the Society at dinburgh, There isalfoa paper ontheufe 
of mercury and opium, in inflammatory difeafes, publifhed in the 
ninth volume of the Medical Commentaries, In 1791, he pub- 
lithed a Treatife on Scrofula, which has been well received. He 
invented a machine for reducing diflocated fhoulders ; and an 
apparatus for keeping the ends of fraétured bones together, to 
prevent lamenefs and deformity from thofe accidents. The 
eflays contained in this volume were prepared, the editor fays, 
for the prefs, as well as fome others, which, if thefe fhould be 
well received, may hereafter be printed. 

The remittent, or Marth Remittent Fever, called alfo the 
autumnal bilious fever, the fubjeét of the firft eflay in the vo- 
lume before us, is endemial, the author fays, to all the marth 
and fenny fituations round Lynn. It appears more or lefs 
every autumn, and feems to be the fame as the bilious remit- 
tent fever of the Netherlands, the tertian of Minorca and of 
Bengal, and the yellow fever, as it is called, of the Weft- 
Indies ; and this is further fhown by the mode of treatment 
which is found to be moft fuccefSful in fubduing it. This con- 
fifts in the early exhibition of an emetic, which is to be follow- 
ed by a gentle laxative medicine, and then in giving the bark 
in as large dofes as the {tomach will bear, with wine, and oc- 
cafionally opiates and blifters. 

The nexc effay is on the Water Canker, a difeafe only ap- 
pearing in low and moift fituations. It is very frequent at 

yon and in the neighbouring parts, and almoft peculiarly 
confined to children. It begins with an inflammation of the 
gums, which foon become ulcered, and then mortify. After 
deltroying the gums, the poifon creeps along the lips, cheeks, 
and the covering of the offa palati; and, having eaten away 
thofe parts, erodes and deltroys the bones likewife. The pro- 
grefs of the difeafe is remarkably rapid. 
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2 Wilyams's Voyage up the Mediterranean. 

© 4 ch'ld about two vears of age,” the author (ays, “ was bioupht 
to him in Vey, 1764 affticted with the Water Canker. The eunis of 
the upper jaw had been alcetated fome days, and were almoft de. 
ftroyed ; the rapidi'y of its progrefs aflonithed him, for in two days 
from the time he faw it the corrofive ichor had eaten thr ugh part of 
the lip under the nofes in two days more the lip was entirely gone, 
The nofe and the cheek fell next a prey to its fury; the whole offa 
maxillacia were cdettro: ed, and the child ended her dass, in fomething 


more than a week fron his fir feeing her, a thocking fpectacie, 
P. 106. 


Such cafes only happened, the author fays, among the chil- 
dren of perfons tty indipent circumftances, who lived in low, 
damp, and ill-ventilated places, amidft dirt and filth, and on 
coarfe food. De. A “thouyhe that the difeafe had forme affinity 
with feurvy. “Phougt its operation was fo malignant and fatal 
when neglected on its firtt appearance, he rarely was difap- 
pointed in his attempts to cure it, when he was called carly. 
The remedy ufed was the fpirit of fea falt (the muriatic acid) 
mixed with me/ raf, in different proportions, according to the 
degree of virulence of the complaint. With this the gums, 
or parts affefed, were to be touctied feveral times in the day, 
the mouth gargled with the decoétion of bark acidulared, and 
the bark in fubttance given twice or thriceaday. The difeafe 
has been frequently noticed by medical writers, as following. 
aphtha, meefles, &c. but Van Swieten firft deftribes it asa 
diftingt difeafe, peculiar to certain fituations, and recommends 
the topical application here defcribed. See Comment. in Aph. 
Boerh. v. i. p. 766. On the whole, thefe pofthumous effays 


will not detraQ from the credit the author had acquired by 
his Eifay on Scrofula, 
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Arr. VIII. 4 Voyage up the Mediterranean in bis Majefty's 
Ship the Swiftfure, One of the Squadron under the Command 
of the Rear Admiral Sir Horatio Nelfen, K. 8. now Vifcount 
avd Baron Nelfon of the Niie, and Duke of Bronte in Sicily. 
With a Dejeription: of the Battle of the Nile on the tirft of 
Auguft, 1.79%; and a Detarl of Events that occurred fubfequent 
te che Battie, mn various Parts of the Mediterrancan. By the 
Rev. Corer Willyams, A. M1. late of Emanuel C.llege, Cam- 
bridge, Vicar of Exning in Suffilk, Chaplain of bis Majefty’s 
Ship the Swiftfure, and Domejtic Chaplain to the Earl of St, 
Vincent, 4to. 3i. 13s. 6d. White. 1802. 


HIS gentleman has before appeared as an author, and given 

a fpirited and interefting account of the Campaign in the 
Welt-lndies, in 1794. See ourcleventh volumie, p: 258. The 
encou- 
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encouragement which he received on that o¢cafion, has induced 
him to publifh rhe prefent work, which is copioully orn’- 
mented with engravings, from the drawings which the author 
himfelf took on the fpot. It will be foumd to prefent a lively 
narrative of events, which mult ever be dear and honourable 
to Englifamen, and will be perufed with true fatisfa€ion by 
every real patriot. The work confifis of thirteen chapters, 
which detail the progrefs of Lord Nelfon’s fquadron ; the in- 
cidents which occurred; the places which were feen; the 
chara@ters of the individwals more pafticularly diftinguifhed 
from the time of theit leaving Lord St. Vincent, to the vidtory 
of the Nile; and the lagen fervice, and final capture of 
the Swiftfure. We have been exceedingly enter:ained with 
the perulal of the volume, and would willingly enter into a 
more circumftantial enumeration of its merits, but that books 
of a fimilar defcriptiun have of late fo crouded upon us, that 
we almoft defpair of doing proper juflice to them all. 

The writer of this publication mult, therefore, be fatisfied 
with our hearty recommendation of his work to the genéral 

érafal, and with our giving but one {pecimen of the ftyle and 
pirit of its execution. 

« While on the Egyptien coaft, we had frequent communicatidh 
with the enemy. At one time, the -Commander in Chict feht two 
officers to offer us a fapply af vegetables. From oor long croize on 
this inhofpitable coaft, he concluded we mutt be in want of fuch te- 
frehments; yet we had the ingratitade to think, that his civility was 
only a cover for his curiafity ; it was natural to fuppofe he withed to 
know the ftate we were in, and how we bore the privations attendant 
on fuch a long and unprofitable cruize ; being dware of this, all i 
ble civilitiés were fhown to the French officers, and that they might be 
better able to judge ot our abilities to continue in that ftation, they 
were conduéted into the feveral parts of the thip, even to the lower 
decks. They could not conceal their furprife at the healthinefs of 
our people, the cheerfulnefs that appeared on theif countenances, and 
the regularity and good order that reigned throaghout/ 

In the courfe of converfation after dinner one of them remarked, 
that we had made ufe of unfair Weapons during the late ation, by 
which probably the Admiral’s thip, POrient, was barnt; and, thae 
General Bonaparte had expreffed great indignation at it. They affirm- 
ed, in proof of this affertion, that, in their late nee attacks, the 
camp had twice been on fire, occafioned by balls of unextinguifha 
matter, which were fired from one of the Englith boats, Captain 
Hatlowell inftantly ordered the ganner to bring up fome of thofe balls, 
and afted him whence he had them? To the cunfufion of the accufers, 
he related that they were found on board the Spartiate, one of the thips 
captured on the rit of Auzuft. eal 
BRIT. CRIT. VOL. XK. AUG, 1802, 
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‘* As thefe bails were diflinguithed by particular marks, though in 
other refpetts alike, the captain ordered an experiment to be , in 
order to afcertain the nature of them. 

** The next morning I accompanied Mr. Parr, the gunner to the 
ifland ; the firft we tried proved to be a fire ball, but of what mate. 
rials compofed we could not afcertain. As it did not explode, which 
at firit we apprehended, we rolled it back into the fea, where it con. 
tinued to barn under water ; a black pitchy fubftance exuding from it 
till only an iron (keleton of a thell remained. The whole had been 
carefully crufted over with a fubftance, that gave it the a nce of a 

ell, On fetting fite to the fufe of the other, which was dif. 
rently marked, it burft into many pieces; though fomewhat alarmed, 
fortunately none of us were hort. People account differently for the 
fire that happened on board the French Admiral; bot why may it not 
have arifen from fome of thefe fire-balls left perhaps carelefsly on the 
poop or cabin, where it firft broke out ? And what confirms my opi- 
nion on this head is, that feveral pieces of fach fhells were found ftick- 
ing in the Bellerophon, which fhe moft probably received from the firt 
fire of the l'Orient. 

** On thefe oceafions we picked up fome curious anecdotes that at- 
tended the invafion and proceedings of the French armies in their 
ay tr up the country; among others, one that does not fpeak highly 

t French gratitude, When the news arrived at Cairo of the cap. 
ture of Alexandria, by the Republican troops, a great fermentation 
took place in that city, There were many Franks at that time there, 
againit the French, of courfe the fevereft vengeance was denounced ; 
and they would all inevitably have been murdered, but the humanity 
of the wife ot Ibrahim Bey, a Mamaluk leader, faved them. Moved 
with pity for their fituation, the took them all to her houfe, and con- 
ecaled them there till the arrival of the French army under General 
Bonaparte. ‘The General, as well as the rett of his followers, expreffed 
their admiration at the conduct of this woman; but it did not fave 
her from a heavy contribution levied on her bufband, which, as he was 
abfent with his Mamaluks, the was obliged to pay. 

‘+ An inttance of fummary juftice occurred foon after the landing 
of the army, which was by fome condemned, by others approved, A 
follier was detected in taking a turkey from an inhabitant ; General 
Bonaparte initantly ordered him to be fhot. All this in military jué- 
tice is allowable, where the fame ftrictnefs is obferved .tewards the 
higher orJers ; but it 1s well known they plundered without controul, 

** A quarteremalter of dragoons was tried for fome crime, by a 
court-martial, and was condemned by it to the gallies for life, agree- 
able to the conftitutional law. When the fentence was reported to 
Bonaparie, he broke all the officers of the court-martial, and ordered 
another to be aflembied to try the criminal; having firft made a law, 
by which the crime of which the culprit was accufed, fhould be pu- 
ovhed wih death. Being as before found guilty, he was condemned 
on this (ex poft facto) law, and fuffered death accordingly. ; 

** We were told from good authority, that not long fince a confpi- 
racy among the Turks was fufpected ; General Bonaparte inftantly in- 
treduced the new fyftem of domiciliary vifits, and on ae - om 
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fhoales, papers were found concealed in the trowfers of the ladies. 
Thefe papers, it was faid, difclofed a that had been formed to 
murder all the French that were at ndria; and, on the fame 
day, the fame fcene was to have been acted at Cairo. 

« On their firft arrival at Alexandria, the French new-modelled the 
laws and cuftoms of the Turks (as they have invariably done where- 
ever they have gained a footing) they formed a ri 7 confitt- 
ing half of Turks and half of French, It may be formifed, that the 
ftory of the treafonable papers found on the women was of the fame 
kind with thofe which have fo frequently been fabricated by the revolu- 
tionifts to anfwer particular purpofes; be that as it may, the French 
foldiers fearching the women, of courfe gave great offence to the Ma- 
hometans, 

** Soon after the defeat of the French fleet in the Bay of Aboukir 
by Admiral Nelfon’s fquadron, the army of General Bonaparte at 
Cairo broke out into open rebellion, and declared they would not 
march a ftep further; that they perceived they were brought to Egypt 
to be facrificed, and they even threatened to maffacre alt their officers. 
In this emergency, Bonaparte called out all the troops, and addrefled 
them to the tollowing purpofe : 

«« My comrades and fellow foldiets! when this expedition was de- 
creed in France, I requefted and obtained leave to chufe my own fol- 
diers, Whom did I chafe but you, with whom I have fo often fought ; 
you, the brave army of Italy! Let me therefore requef you would 
not fully the chara¢ter you have always borne in the face of the world, 
bat aét with that attention to good order and difcipline, that has hi- 
therto made you the firft army of France ; and 1 here engage thar 
every one of you fhall return to France in fix months, or /et my head 
be forfeited to your revenge.” This for the time had its effect, and dif- 
cipline and good order were re-eftablifhed. 

* By the French, we are frequently told of battles having been 
fought with the Mamaluks, in which formetimes thoufands of the lat- 
ter were ftated to have fallen, This appeared very extraordinary to 
us, who had always been taught to believe, that the greateft number 
of the Mamaluk cavalry never exceeded 8000; and, fince the French 
arrived in Egypt, they had been divided, part of them being with 
Ibrahim Bey, who retised into the deferts towards Syria, the reft with 
Mourad Bey in Faioume. The mode of attack of thefe brave but 
ill-difciplined tr was extremely irregular; they advanced in {mall 
parties at full fj up to the bayonets of the enemy, who were.drawn 
up in regular order to receiye them, They firft difcharged their car- 
bines, next their piftols, and then made the lait defperate attack with 
the fabre, after which they wheeled about and retreated as faft as they 
advanced. In this defulcory mode of attack they were open to every 
difadvantage ; in the firft place they had no covert artillery, but 
were themfelves fed to that of the French, which 1s allowed to be 
the beft in the world, and on their near approach they were received 
by a fteady fire of mutketsy, whilft their own aim on horfeback and 


at full {peed muft be very imperfect ; but if, efcaping thefe dangers, 


ee French could not pro- 
tet them from the force and Tr the Mamaluk fabre, which bear- 
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ing Sefore it every refiftance hewed down all that came within its 
reach, The French officers who came to us reported, that the ftories 
we had heard of the {kill and power of the Mamaluks with the fabre 
was literally true, and that if they were difciplined according to Ku. 
ropean tactics they would be the fineft cavalry in the world. The 
mode in which they are exercifed to the ufe of the fabre is curious; 


bags ftuffed hard with cotton are placed —— the heighe of a man, 
and till a foldier can cut through one of thele, with a fingle ftroke, he 


is not accounted a fkilful Mamaluk.” P. 144. 


There are no lefs than forty-three engravings, which ac. 
company and embellifh the work. Thefe may be had, exe- 
cuted with greater or lefs excellence, from three guineas and 


a half to twenty guineas. They are generally very pleafing, 
and feleted with much tafte and judgment. 





~~ es + ee 





Arr. IX. Phyfiognomical Sketches, by Lavater : engraved from 


the original Drawings. By Fobn Luffman, Folio. 3). 33. 
Wellley, 1802. 


Ww* are induced to place this publication smong our prin- 
cipal articles, slihuah it contains yery liitle letter-prefs, 
op account of its fuperior elegance, and, we fhould prefume, 
ulefulnefs to ftudents in drawing. 

Thefe drawings are introduced with a fketch of the life of 
Lavater, who certainly was a moft extraordinary chara@er. 
He excelled in almoft every branch of learning ; and, as his 
biographer here fays, a whole volume would not be fufficient 
to give a thort analyfis of all his works, polemic, alcetic, 
moral, and theological ; not to mention a great number of fer- 
mons, and various poetical compofitions. Ata yery early age, 
he difcovered a great tafle for drawing, which he afterwards 
cultivated to excellence. He modelled in wax ; he polifhed 
glatles; and, indeed, difcovered great zeal and attention, as 
well aS great ingenuity, in every thing which related either to 
philofophy, or the mathematics. 

Every tketch which is given in this volume, is accompanied 
with the suthor’s phyfiegnomical obfervations. For example; 
beneath a figure of Mercury, we find thefe remarks. 


** Tolerably defigned. ‘The countenance good and tranquil, juft, 
mild, but not fufficiently mafculine. The back of the nofe not fuffi- 
ciently wife. The whole has a thoughtful and fatisfied air.” 


Beneath a head of Philip Melancthon, we read thus : 
‘* Devout, timid, wife, attentive, contemplative, modeft, a lover of 


order, ” 
! Beneath 
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Beneath what ftrikes us as a noble figuré from Raphael it is 
written: » | 

« There is fome dignity, fomething apoftolic, in the whole figure ; 
and in the countenance there is fomething of charaéter, The eye is 
not fo wife as the forehead and nofe.” ' 


The above fpecimens will be fufficient to fhow what fort of 
entertainment or fatisiation may be derived from this volume ; 
and it is only neceffary to add, that the engravings are executed 
in avery {pirited manner by J. Luffman. 

Some of our readers may not perhaps know, that when Zu- 
rich was taken by the French, Lavater was very ferioufly 
wounded ; and there is fome reafun to believe, that the outrage 
was perpetrated by private malice. He knew the hand which ° 
fmote him ; but never would difclofe it. He died, after lan- 
guilhing for a period of fifteen months, in the feverelt fuf- 
ferings. 





—— 


Art. X. Annals of Philcfophy, Natural Hiftory, Chemifiry, 
Literature, Agriculture, and the Mechanical, and Fine Arts. 
For the Year 1800. By T. Garnett, M.D. F.L. 8. Pro- 
felf-r of Natural Philofophy and Chemiftry in the Royal Infli- 
tution of Great Britain, Se. Se. and other Gentlemen. Vol. I. 
8vo. 448 pp. Cadell aud Davies. 1801. 


THE Preface to this work commences, in the ftyle ufual to 
fimilar periodical publications, by alledging the neceffity 
of gathering the f{cattered branches of {cientitic knowledge, 
and of comprifing the whole in a [mall compafs, which may 
be ufeful to fuch inquifitive perfons as have neither time nor 
opportunity for acquiring more extenfive information. It is 
offered, the author fays, as an annual {cientific report, ** which 
will give a detail of all that has been done, and which, placed 
in a library, will ferve as an index, pointing out the fources 
from whence fatisfatory information on each fubje& may be 
obtained.” | 
The plan of this work is undoubtedly more exterfive than 
that of any other periodical publication of a fimilar nature. 
Thofe which have preceded it, have’ generally contained’ a' few 
articles, and feveral extraéts from other publications, which 
appeared deferving of particular notice. The prefent volume 
oe a diftiné, but concife, view of the whole progrefs of arts, 
ciences, and literature, during:the period to which it relates. 
All the difcoveries are clearly defcribed ; the proceedings of 
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learned focieties are briefly announced ; and books on all fei. 
entific fubjects, that have been recently publithed in England 
and elfewhere, are mentioned with a fhort account of their 
contents, Having borne this jult teftimony to the merit of 
defign and execution difplayed in this firlt fpecimen, it is im. 
pollible not to paufe and lament, that while the volume has 
waited on our fhelves, for that notice which it is impoffible to 
give in time to all, the plans and labours of the ingenious au- 


thor have come to a fudden and melancholy termination®. A: 


young man thus cut off, in the prime of life, and in the full 
career of ufefulnefs, leaves an awful chafm in fociety ; and 
while we fubmit to the decree of a Wifdom which cannot err, 
we feel, with painful though inflructive fenfibility, the vanity 
of human hopes, and the uncertain tenure of life. 

This work confifts of three Parts. The materials of the firf 
are diltributed into three fe€tions, containing, I. An Account 
of Difcoveries made in Natural Philofophy. IT. In Natural 
Hiftory. And, III. In Chemiftry, during the year 1809, 
Each of thofe fe€tions is fubdivided into feveral chapters. 

The firft chapter of the firft fedtion, gives ‘+ an Account of 
the Difcovery, Progrefs, and prefent State of Galvanifin.” 

This account is elegantly drawn up, and contains the moft 
eflential fadts relative to the fubjeét, which had been previoufly 
publifhed in the Philofophical ‘TranfaGions, and other books. 
The only plate which is given in the book, relares to this 
chapter. 

The fecond chapter is entitled, ‘* Account of Dr. Herf- 
chel’s Experiments on Light and Heat.” 

This account, like the former, is not a copy, but an abridged 
view ef what is contained in the Philofophical Tranfa@ions 
on the fubje& ; to which are added, fome obje&ions made by 
Mr. Leflie to Dr. Herfchel’s experiments and conclofions, 

The third and fourth chapters contain ** Mifcellaneous 
Articles in Natural Philofophy ;” from which we fhall tranf- 
fcribe the follawing, as being the more important particulars. 


« Mr. John Leflie, on perufiog Dr, Hutton’s Theory of Rain, 
having been led to enquire into the actual difpofition of the atmof- 
phere, with refpe& to heat and moifture, has difcovered an hygrometer 
and a photometer, which appear likely to anfwer moft purpofes of fach 
inftroments. | 

** The theoretic principle which Mr, Leflie has affumed for his hy- 
grometer is, that the cold produced by evaporation accurately denoces 
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* Dr. T. Garnett died, after a few days illnefs, of an acute fever, 
Tune 28, 1802. Me 
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the degree of ee of the air, or its diftance from the point of fatura- 
tion. His reafonings and experiments, antecedent to, and confequent 
from, this se cannot be ex to be here detailed. One ob- 
vious inference from this principle, or rather the practical expreffion of 
the principle itfelf, is, that two thermometers being filled with quicke 
filver, alcohol, or air, the bulb of the one being wetted, and the other 
dry, will, by the difference of their heights, denote the ftate of the 
atmofphere with refpeét to humidity. In order to combine thofe in- 
ftruments, in fuch a manner as to indicate merely their difference of 
temperature, Mr. Leflie employed two hollow glafs balls, communi- 
cating with each other by a narrow tube filled with an alkaline lye, 
are. with carmine, the balls themfelves per Sage with hydrogen 
gas, inftead of common air, the oxygen of which, in a ftrong light, 
precipitated the colouring matter in the tube. 

“ Mr. Leflie gives a minute defcription of his method of con- 
ftrofing his hygrometer, of which we can only lay before the reader 
a general outline. ‘To one end of a tube, from 4 to 8 inches lon 
with an uniform bore, from ,', to ;', of an inch wide, is blown a ball, 
about 4 or 6-tenths of an inch in diameter, of coloured glafs (fuch as 
black, blue, or green} and is bent inwards, till its pofterior furface 
comes into a line with the nearef eclge of the tube. A fimilar, bute 
fomewhat fhorter, tube, having its bore enlarged at one end, fo as to 
hold as much liquor as would fill the other tube, is terminated by a 
clear ball of the fame fize as the former. Ar their other ends, the 
tabes are a little widened, to facilitate their junction. ‘The balls are 
filled with hydrogen, by faftening each tube with bees-wax, in a nar- 
row-necked flak containing the gas, They are alternately heated 
with a candle, and fuffered to co»), two or three times. The fhorter 
re being dipped in deliquiated pot-ath tinged with carmine, a few 
bubbles ot gas are forced out by the heat of the hands, till, on cool+ 
ing, a proper quantity of the coloured liquor rifes. ‘The open ends 
of the pieces being dried, and gently heated, are united with a blow- 
pipe into one ftraight tube. By forcing air, with the heat of the hand, 
from one ball to the other, the liquor is made to hang with its fummit 
near the middle of the longer ftem. The whole is then fufpended, in 
a clofe room, by the coloured ball, the other ball being plunged in 
water, while a temporary {cale is attached to the upper ftem. On add- 
ing cold water, the liquor defcends, and, on adding warm, it afcends ; 
the difference, meafured by a thermometer, gives the magnitude of a 
degree, The inventor has adopted the thermometer of Celfius, or the 
centigrade; fo that each degree of his hygrometer anfwers to the thou- 
fandth part of the interval between the freezing and boiling points, 
All the liquor being now pufhed into one of the balls, the thorier 
branch is gently bent in the flame of a candle, till its ball touches the 
fide of the oppofite tube, and lies 4 of an inch below the inflected. 
ball. ‘The fcale, which fhould next be divided into from 50 to 150°, 
is fixed between the branches with a mixture of rofin and bees-wax.- 
The inftrament is adjafted by throwing air from one ball to the other, 
till the liquor refts at the top of the fcale. The lower ball and its 
cylinder being covered with thin filk, of the colour of the upper bail, 
and, a few threads being lapped about that part of the tube persse che 

touches, 
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touches, the inftrument 18 Cemented into.a wooden cafe. By this hy 

rometer, the ingenious inventor affures us, thar not only the dryness 
of the a:r, but the abjolute quautity of moifure it is capable of im. 
bibing, are afcertained, 

«© Mr, Leflie’s photometer, (or light-meafurer) is conftcucted in, the 
fame manner; Only the upper ball 1s of. black glafs, or is, blackened, 
and the lower quite tranfparent. ‘The black ball, in abforbing light, 
acquires conftant additions of heat; but yet, its temperature will not 
perpetually increafe, as the heat will at lait be conducted off by the 
air, ab faft as it is received, ‘The depreffion of the liquor, therefore, 
will meafure the momentary afflux of light. The wind is prevented 
from accelerating the difperfion, by a glafs cafe, which, contining the 
circulation of the ambient air, doubles the pertormance of the inftrn- 
ment. ‘The fize and form of this cafe being of li:tle importance, may 
be regulated by convenience, Mr, Leflie tells us, thar fince he con. 
ftructed this inftrument, in 1797, he has been delighted with the nicety 
of its performance. It not only meafures the direct rays of the fun, 
bat the reflected light of the tky. It is fenfible to every change of 
the atmofphere, and marks the progrefs and deciine of the light of day, 
and of the brightnefs of the year. By it alfo, the light ot a candle, 
or other luminous body, may be eftimated, ‘The comparifon of two 
photometers eafily determines the relative properties of different co- 
loured bodies, in refieCting, abforbing, and tranfmitting light. In 
fhort, the inventor affures us, that his photometer performs, with the 
utmoft facility, not only all the ingenious experiments of Bouguer and 
Lambert, but many others, at once fatisfaory and important.” P. ¢¢. 


«« Dr. Rittenhoofe, after remarking that the wooden pendulum rods, 
ued to avoid the variations of metal ones arifing from differences of 
teinperature, have not an{wered expectation, proceeds to relate fome 
experiments which he made, with a delicate pyrometer and hot fand 
on a picce of hiccory, of the length of a fecond pendulum. From 
thofe experiments, which pertectly accorded with fome others, made 
by the fame ingemious philofopher fome years before, he concludes, 
that very dry wood expands lengthways, pretty regularly, with heat ; 
though certainly much lefs than aay other of the meals, and even 
than glafs; but that, in general, the expanfion of wood in its length 
is irregular, correfponding partly with the warmth and partly with the 
moifture of the atmofphere.” P. 72. | 


The firft chapter, of the fecond {c€tion, contains, under the 
general tithe of Zoology, thort accounts of various books, dif. 
fertations, notices, &c. from which we thal! tranfcribe the fol- 
lowing two cnrious articles. 


«© From an account inferted in a French Journal, ir appears that 
another cw @ lndrvidual of the Human Spectes has recently becn found 
id that country. Ie was firit feen by fome huntimen in the woods of 
Liftaune, to which town it was no fopner carried, than it made its ef- 
cape; but it was again caught in the vicinity of St. Sernin, and com- 
mitted to the ¢are of the adminiftrator of the hofpital of Sr. Afrique, 
by whow the following defcription is givea: It does not appear to be 
more 
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more than twelve years of age, is well-fhaped, and has lively black 
eyes. Lt does nat fpeak. ‘The food to which it feems moft partial 1s 
potatoes ; but it, rejects bread and other kinds of aliment: it prefers, 
however, boiled potatoes to thofe which are raw. There is fome diffi- 
culty, of courfe, in preventing it from efcaping, and af fuffered to go 
near a tree, it climbs with great quicknefs. Lt laughs ta a very agree- 
able manner ; and, when robbed of its potatoes, fends forth a fhrill 
cry. ‘The woods of Lacaune are in a very mountainous cold fituation, 
bat the child appears to have ftood the feverity of the winter in them 
quite naked.” =P. 107. 


«© A very important fervice is rendered to naturalifts by Citizen 
Chauffier, who has made known Means of priferving the different Parts 
of the Bodies of Animals, in the forms which were maintained during 
life. The procefs confifts in immeriing them for fome time in a folu- 
tion of oxygenated muriate of mercury, commonly called corrofive 
fublimate. ‘They become, after this immerfion, as hard as wood, and 
abfolately proof againft the effects of the air. If the part be injetted 
previous to the ufe of the folution, it will retain the colour and frefh- 
nefs of the life. Cit. C. is inclined to think, that this procefs is the 
fame as was employed by Ruyfch, and which nataralilts have long 
fought to deteét the nature of in vain.” P. 118. 

The fecond chapter, of the fecond fection, contains a con- 
fiderable number of articles, under the general title of Botany. 
The third chapter is on Mineralegy. Thofe chapters contain. 
extracts relative to their particular fubjects, from all the publi- 
cations of the {cientifie world ; and, it is indeed both curious 
and pleafing to obferve the valt number of new facts that are 
daily alcertained and recorded, 

The firft chapter, of the third feGtion, exhibits a compen- 
dious profpe@t: 1. Of Mr. Davy’s Experiments on the Ni- 
trous oxide, of whofe work at large an account has been in- 
ferted in a former number of this Review; 2. On Mr. Hatr- 
chett’s Experiments on Zoophytes, and the component Parts 
of Membrane ; 3. Of Mr. Howard’s Paper on a new Ful- 
minating Mercury (thofe two articles are extraGed from the 
Philofophical Tranla@tions) ; 4. Of Fourcroy and Vauque- 
lin’s Experiments on the Vegetable Acids; 5. Of Mr. Hen- 
ry’s Experiments on the Muriatic Acid; 6. Of Mr. Berthol- 
let’s Experiments on the Muriatic Acid ; 7. Of Mr. Proutt’s 
Difcoveries in Chemiftry; 8. Of Me. Berthollet’s Experi- 
ments and Remarks on Eudiometry ; g. Mr. Leflie’s Experi- 
ments on the abforbent Power of different Earths; 10. Ber. 
tholler’s Laws of Chemical Affinity; 11. Of Mifcellaneous 
Obfervations and Difcoveries; 12. Of Vauquelin’s Experi- 
ments on the Combinations of Metals with Sulphur ; 13. Of 
Badollier’s new Method of preparing Acetic Acid; 14. OF 
Gazeran’s Obfervations ov the conitituent Pasts of Steel, par- 
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ticularly of that Kind called Natural Steel ; and, 15. Of Mr, 
W. Henry’s new Method of preparing Pruffiate of Potath. 

The Supplement to the firft Part of thefe Annals, contains 
Lalande’s Hiftory of Aftronomy, which relates all the recent 
difcovenies, improvements, and publications, relative to that 
feience ; alfoa fhort account of the third Part of the Philofo- 
phical Tranfaétions for 1800 ; and concludes with a very ule- 
tul fynoptical view of the French Calendar; together with 
the correfpondence of French to Enghth Weights and Mea- 
fures, 

The fecond Part, under the general title of Piel com- 
prehends a concife account of books lately publithed in Eng- 
land, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, &c. arranged under the 
various heads of Agriculture, Antiquities, Law, the Arts, Bio- 
eraphy, Chemiltry, Dictionaries, Grammars, Dramas, Hif- 
tory, Mathematics, Medicine, Surgery, Natural Hiftory, No- 
vels, P oetry, Politics, &c. 

The third Part contains Mifcellaneous Articles, and is di- 
vided into four feQions; namely, 1. Account of Improve- 
ments in Agriculture. IL. Aits. III. Fine Arts. IV. Obi- 
tuary. 

There is hardly any thing relative to thofe fubje&s which has 
efeaped the notice ot the authors of thefe Annals. The im- 
provements in thofe arts, the various produ@ions, paintings 
exhibited in Londen, the progrefs of academies, &c. &c. are 
mentioned with propriety, brevity, and difcernment. The 
following extracts will give our readers fome idea of the ftyle, 
and of the nature et thofe parts, 


“* On the Blight of Wheat. 


«© In letters addreifed to Sir John Sinclair, from Haddington, the 
author fays, that this difeafe is known to have arifen from an infeét, 
which by wounding the ear, has in fereral places deitroyed it entirely, 
in others only in part; and that it appears to have chec ked the gro wth. 
He fuggefts, that from the immenfe number of the infeéts difcovered 
mn the wheat, the eggs may have been depofited either in the chaff, or 
downy part of the wheat, and if fown with the feed, would, by prey- 

ng on the tender flem, either deftroy it entirely, or make it produce 
fmut balls. ‘To prevent which, our author propotes to wath the feed 
\n pure water, by purting a buthel or two ot wheat intended to be 
fown auto an open veflel, placed under a pump, and filled with pure 
water; that it fhould be @irred five or fix minut es with a broom, 
‘ arefully fkimming off every light grain; then pouring off the water, 
nd repeating the operation unul no dirty tinge appears on the water. 
By this operation, he thinks, that not only all light imperfect grain 
will be feparated from the feed, but alfo the greater part ot the eggs 
of thefe vermin. By the affiftance ot a good glafs, the eggs of the 
infect were difcovered in the downy part of the grain, or beard. In 
a fe. 
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a fecond letter, the author fays, that thefe eggs he found to adhere fo 
firmly, as to caufe a fufpicion that fome may remain after repeated 
wathings. ‘To deitroy thefe effectually, fome preparation feems ne- 
ceflary. The mineral kingdom abounds with articles which would 
effectually kill the infeét, but would alfo injure the grain, Our expe- 
rimenter tried many articles of the vegetable kingdom, and at lait dif- 
covered the tollowing remedy. 

«© Of Barbadoes aloes, tobacco, and hellebore powder, take each 
one pound ; leave the tobacco and hellebore for an hour and a half in 
ten gallons of water, then {train it through a ficve, with a cloth laid over 
it, to feparate the tobacco, &c. put the flrained liquor into the veffel, 
replace it on the fire, and ftir the aloes, finely powaered, intoit; let it 
boil till the aloes is completely ditlolved, and when cool, pour it into 
a tub, with as much pure water as will make thirty gallons, In this 
liquid the feed is to be wafhed as before, and then cried. If a little 
coarfe glue, or gum arabic, was added, it would be betier, The above 
would not cott above feven oreight fhillings, and will be fufficient for 
twelve bolls of wheat. The preparation is fo naufeous, although not 
prejudicial to vegetation, that none of the devouring tribe will touch 
it. All the clafs of naufeous herbs, as chamomile, rue, &c. may be 
advantageoufly ufed for the fame purpofe. 

"© For d:flroying Vermin on the growing Crop. 

** In a poftfcript to the above letter, the writer propofes to deftroy 
the vermin on the growing crop, by a double flannel, of two yarde 
breadth, and length fufficient to go acrofs the ridge, with cords at cach 
end to hold it, and leads at bottom, The flannel being prepared with 
the above-mentioned liquor, let the man go in the direction sie ridge, 
drawing the flannel fo as to touch the top of every plant, and then draw 
it again over each ridge in a contrary direction, by which means, both 
fides of the plants will be touched. ‘Uhis operation fhould, if poili- 
ble, be performed in dry weather, The writer thinks, that any {mall 
portion of the matter adhering to the plant will effectually preferve it 
from the infects, To be convinced of this, he laid fome ears, mo.ften- 
ed in a folution of aloes, upon a tree where there were many vi the 
infects, and not one would touch them.” P. 423. 


** Account of ancw Method of bleaching Cotton, by C. Chaptal. 


** The fuccefsful experiments made by Berthollet in bleaching ve- 
getable goods, by means of the oxymuriatic acid, feem to have brought 
this art nearly to a ftate of pertection ; but this method is nor, in every 
inftance, equally economical. It requires to be performed by fkilful 
Operators, in order that the goods may not be affected by a ley too 
corrofive, or applied at an improper time; independent of which con- 
fideration, it is defirable that every procefs fhould be completely dif- 
clofed, in order that the artift may choofe fuch means as may beft fuit 
his purfuit. This confideration has induced the publication of the 
following fimple and economical procefs for bleaching cotton thread. 

“* Atthe height of about 4 decimetres and an half above the grate 
of acommon furnace, a copper boiler is placed of a round form, 


§ decimetres in depth, and 1$ metres in diameter, The projeting 
rim 
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sim of the boiler, which is about 2 decimetres, refts upoti the brick. 
work Of the furnace. The remainder of the kiln is raited of free. 
fione, and forms an oval boiler or digefter, about 2 metres in heighr, 
and its width, when meafured at the centre, is about one metre and a 
third. 

= ise upper part of this veifel has a round orifice, about half # 
metre in diameter, which is clofed, when neceflary, by a large move. 
able ftone, or by a copper lid, adapted for the purpofe, On the flank 
of the copper vetlel, which forms the bottom of this digefter, a grating 
is laid, which confifts of bars ot wood, placed néar enough to prevent 
the cotton that is put on them from falling through, and {ufficiently 
ftrong to fupport the weight of S00 kilogrammes. 

«* When this ftraciure is completed, the cotton thread, having been 
previoufly divided into parcels or hanks, is lightly impregnated with 
a folution of foda, rendered cauftic by lime. This operation is per. 
formed in a trough of wood or ftone, and as foon as the cotton is fuffi- 
ciently impregnated with the alkaline liquor, it is conveyed to the di- 
grfter, and piled upon the wooden grate. In this fituation, the ex 
uding liquor runs through the bars into the copper boiler, where it 
forms a flratum of fluid, and allows the whole mafs tw be heated; 
without danger of burning either the cotton or the metal. ‘The alka- 
Hine ley is compofed of Alicant foda, one-tenth part of the weight ot 
the cotton in quantity. 

** Alter the cotton is properly difpofed in the boiler, the cover is 
pot on, and very little iffue left for the difengaged vapours, im order 
that they may acquire a greater degree of heat, and a€t moré power- 

tully on the cotton, When the digefter is charged, the fire is lighted 
in the furnace, and the ley fubmitted to a’ gentle ebullition, from 20 to 
36 hours. It is then fuffered to cool, the cover'taken off, the’ cortor 
caretally wathed, and expofed on the bleaching ground fortwo or three 
days, by {pre ading it on frames during the day, and on the grals at 
night. ‘lhus the cotton acquires a beautiful degree of whitenefs; and 
ut fome portions fhould accifentally remain unbleached, which may 
happen trom its not having been equally and completely impregnated 
with the ley, thofe portions muft be re placed, and fubjecied to a fecend 
operation, or left in the bleach-field for fome days longer.” P. 446. 


The fourth fe@ion, entitled Odbriuary, contains a compe'ent 
accovut of the bir h, ages, profeilions, and produétions of lne- 
rary men lately dead, and thofe only. ‘To this divibon of a 


future volume it is melancholy that the original projedor 
thould fo foon be referred. 


An Index of the moft remarkable particulars concludes this 
volume of Annals. 

lo whatever point of view we examine this volume of An- 
nals, we find reafon to be fully fatished, both with the plan 
and with the performance of the work. The information it 
contains is incomparably more extenfive than that of an 
other fimilar publication. “The articles, though moftly very 
concife, are howeyer very well drawn, diftin@, and accurate ; 


and 
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and give a fufficiently ufeful idea of whatever is going on in 
the {cientific and literary world: nor is it in our power to 
fuggett any alteration for the improvement of future volumes. 
Who will now be able to continue and conduct it with the 
fame fpirit and accuracy, we cannot immediately point out ; 
but the prefent volume we cannot too {trongly recommend to 
rperfons of liberal education and enquiring difpofition. The 
plan is excellent, and ought to be continued, 








Art. XI. Critical Remarks on the Hebrew Scriptures, Ge. 
(Concluded from p. 61.) 


pack 423.— The Ifraelitic nation had no more right to 
invade, dilpoffefs, and exterminate the Canaanites, than 
thefe had to invade,” &c. |] Theexprefs command of God, it 
feems, could give no right! 

P. 424.—** I defire to fee and perufe your commiffion with 
the broad feal of heaven upon it.”] And had not Mofes, in 
his miraculous powers, the broad feal of heaven ? 

Ibid.—** He would ufe the command to exterminate the 
Canaanites as a divine precedent,” &c.] How is the execu- 
tion of a fpecial commiffion a precedent for any man, who 
can fhow no fuch commiffion ‘ 

P. 425.—-"* When the earthquake fwallows up,” &c. | 
The argument of Bithop Watfon, whom the Dodtor here op- 
pofes, is this: if innocent perfons are deftrayed by God, the 
means of the deftrudtion are indifferent, with refpeét to God's 
own juftice. If God, without derogation from his juftice, 
may deftroy the innocent by earthquake, inundation, fire, 
famine, peftilence ; he may equally, without derogation from 
his juftice, de(troy them by the fword of the enemy : and if 
the enemy is fpecially commiffioned, not by inference of his 
own, but by the exprefs command of God, to ufe the {word tor 
their de(truGion, the enemy 1s guilty neither of cruelty nor in- 
jultice. In all the whining cant here introduced about /mrling 
children, &c. it is forgotten, as the Bithop properly remarks, 
that thefe /muling children are all born under the common con- 
dition of moctality: and with refpe@ to the particular cafe of 
the children of the Canaanités, it feems to be forgotien, that 
they were born to be bred up, had they not been cut off, in the 
groffeft and moft debauched idolatry, to beconre the difyrace of 
human nature in their riper years, and to be the perfecutors of 
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the true religion. Dr. Geddes might have anfwered this ar. 
gument ; but, with the aid of .the whole holt of dderal com. 
mentators and profefled infidels, he never would have refuted 
uw. 

P. 438.—Deut. xviii. 15. ** Rofenmuller is wifely filent,”} 
Whatever may be the wifdom of Rofenmuller’s filence, we 
are perfuaded that Dathe is right ; that the whole fucceffion of 
Prophets is intended in this verfe, but not without {pecial re- 
ference to Chrilt. 

Our Lord was in this circumftance a Prophet, efpecially re. 
fembling Mofes ; namely, that he came with authority to in- 
ftitute a new form of religion. A feature of refemblance, in 
the moft effential part of the character, not te be found inan 
other Prophet. The other Prophets were with refped to 
Mofes, what the Apoftles were with refpec&t to Chrift, infpired 
preachers only of Ars religion, and expolitors of 4zs precepts and 
mnftitutions. 

P. 448.—Deut. xxvii. 2. ** Not plaftered over with plal- 
ter, as our public trantlation has it, but —-— cemented toge- 
ther with mortar.” | We conceive that, in this interpretation, 
Dr. Geddes is undoubtedly right. 

P. 458.—Deut. xxxii. 4. “9s ——fignifies to form, &c.”] 
ws in Hebrew does not fignify “to form’; the Hebrew 
word for that fenfe is yy; but the noun ‘ws exprefles the im- 
inutability of purpofe, the unaflalable ftrength of power in 
God, and the ftability of effe@, under the image of a rock. 

Ibid.—** Nor indeed is the origtnal, as it here ftands, to 
mre intelligible-—-_— The Samaritan reading is,” &c,| The 
Samaritan reading certainly gives an eafy conftru@tion, anda 
good fenfe; but we cannot think the Hebrew texte, as it ftands, 
inexplicable, or indeed difficult. The negative >, prefixed to 
a noun fubltantive, often forms, as it were, a Compound neun, 
expreffing the fterefis or privation of that, which the noun by 
itfelf would exprefs ; having indeed the exaét force of the alpha 
privative ia the Greek language. So we take it, 3 xd, “ His 
not-fons.”’ 

«© They have corrupted themfelves ; 
Their blemith is of his xor-/oxs.” 


They are corrupt and polluted, and are perfons who ftand in 
no relation ot fons to God. The change of number in the 
original is no dithculty. 

P. 459.—Deut. xxxii. §.°*¢—What cannot be doubted, that 
orp is uled to denote a fingle people, and the people of Ifrael in 
particular.” |} The word ony in the plural is never fo ufed, not 
10 a fingle unqueftionable initance. It always fignifies the va- 
rious nations of the earth, as diftin@ from God's peculiar peo- 
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ple of Ifrael. The paflages, in which it has been fuppofed to 
fignify the various tribes compofing the Jewith people, have 
all been mifunderitood. There is indeed a colloquial ufe of 
it in fpeech, as a.term of familiar compellation, by which the 
fpeaker addrefles the individuals, jointly and feverally, of his 
audience, or fuppofed audience. In thisufe of it, the word is 
equivalent to the Englifh ‘ good people,” or * good folks ;” 
fee 1 Kings xxii. 28, Micahi, 2. But this ufe of the word is 
rare. As fignifying ‘* peoples,” it is always to be underftood 
of the peoples of the earth, as contradiftinguifhed to God's 
chofen people. 

We would obferve by the way, that omy and oma are words 
of very different import, as applied to the nations of the 
world, before the Golpel. The firft, ops defcribes them fim- 
ply as diftin@ from the Ifraelites, as not in covenant with God, 
but not as pofitively difcarded from mercy, The other, oma, 
defcribes them as avowed adctive members of the Atheiftical 
confederacy, and objects of wrath and judgment. omy are 
the nations not yet called, and in a {tate of ignorance ; Oma are 
the nations in rebellion. See the Pfalms paffim, particularly 
the oth and roth. 

We fhall fay more upon the word om in a fubfequent obfer- 
vation. 

P. 461.—Deut. xxxii. 8. ‘* But give to s20n5 the meaning 
which I think it here has, and fee the confequence.”] He 
would render it, except. But where could he find an inftance 
of this meaning of the word? A very eafy tranfpofition, the 
only fpecies of conjeéture in which we feel little fcruple, will 
bring the Hebrew text to a clear and ftrong ‘feafe. We 
bring the word wp from the oth verfe, into the place of onp 
inthe 8th: and the word omy, we carry into the gth ; but 
place it after 3pyr, thus : 

‘oumy ons = 8 
OWN "33 OND 
my APS3 Sy 
s SY 33 “ON? 
apr mw pond og 
“wbns San eve 

The fufixed 5 in bra, at the end of the laft line, we conti- 

der as referring to ‘* Jacob”, not ** Jehovah” ; and, without 
tering a tittle of the note or text, except in the tranfpolition 
of pp and my, we render the two verfes thus : 


8 When the moft high affigned the Heathen their inheritance, 
When he feparated the fons of Adam, 
He fet the bounds of his own people 


According to the number of the fons of Ifrael. 
Q For 
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g For the portion of Jehovah is Jacob, 


The peoples are the meafured lot of Avr inheritance. 


Hrs, that ts, Jacob's inheritance ; according to the conftant 
{train of prophecy, that ultimately [frael is to inherit all the 
nations, Thus the pallage deferibes the call of the Gentiles 
as their incorporation with Ifrael, not without an implied al- 
lufion to the exaltation of the natural Ifrael above all the na- 
tions of the earth in the lalt ages. 

Ibid —Ver. 10. * ——-he did not find them in the wil. 
dernefs.” Sce Bulhop Horfley’s tranflation of Hofea, p. 3. 

P. 462.—Deur. xxxit. 15. °° rey is only a diminutive of 
Ifiact.”) What inflances can be given of fuch diminutives in 
the Hebrew language ? 

Ibid. —Ver. 24. * With bitter deflru@tion, &c.”] On 
the word au, fee again Hofea, p. 160. But in this patfage 
there is a very lingular collocation of the words IOP, if 
there has been no tranfpofition. The governing word being 
placed after the governed. T'or the order is aup “9. 


Wafted with famine 
And devoured with fever, 
And bitterly plagued with the folflitial difeafe, 


We are not fure that the words might not be better rendered 
thus : 
Wattings of famine, 
And devourings of tever, 
And bitter plagues of the folftitial difeafe, 
And the tooth of beafts will 1 fend upon them, 
With the venomed bite of the ferpent of the duft. 
P. 463.—Deut. xxxii. verfes 36-39 | 


36 But Jehovah will take up the caufe of his people 
And comtort himfelf concerning his fervants, 
When he feeth that [their] power is gone 
And that none is left, immured, or at large. 
And it is faid, where is their God 
The rack, with whom they took fhelter? 
38 | Uhe Gods] which ate the fat of their facrifices 
And drank the wine of your libations ? 
Let them rife op and help you 
And be your hiding place. 
39 Behold now, &c. 


te 
J 


The 37th and 38th verfe contain the taunts of the enemies 
of God and his peuple, related in the third perfon in v. 37, and 
the frit line of v. 38; but, in the feqoel of that verie, deli- 
vered in the perfon of the enemies fpeaking. This change of 


perfon is bighly animated and poetical. 
The 
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The word ods, though the true God is meant, yet in the 
fpeech of the Heathen is conftructed with plural verbs, as with 
plaral adjectives and participles, in I Sam. iv. 8. : 
immured or at large.”] That is, in garrifon in 
walled towns, or left out and itraggling in the open country. 
So we underitand the proverbial expreffion 3¥3n wyy. 

There is no neceflity for Dr. Geddes’s propofed change, in 
the 37th veile, of the fingular "wx into the plural rw. The 
fingular verb may be taken as an imperfonal paflive, or as ac- 
tive, with the indefinite nominative we underitood, 

P. 464.—Deur. xxxil. 42. ** wa is evidently to be un- 
deritood before yew.” | Ina this we agree. The plain fenfe 
of the laft line is ** [ Fleth | from the hairy head of the enemy.” 
See Parkhurft, pao. VIIT. 

{oid.— Ver. 43. © There is in Sept. a fingular addition— 
the firlt comma of which 1s quoted by ?aul—the laft by the au- 
thor of the Epiftle to the Hebrews i. 6." | The quotation 
Heb. i. 6, is certainly from Pf. xcvii. 7. 

Ibid.—** One or perhaps two MSS.—nx before my.” | 
Whether way ax ony, or my ona, be-the true reading, the import 
of the paflage is the fame, infinuating the call of the Heathen, 
and their union with the chofen people, if me be inferted ; but 
without px, their incorporatign into it, in fuch fort as to make 
an integrant part of the Hfrael. For if px be not admitted, 
on (not in regimine obferve) is in appofition with wp. But 
then pry is not to be underftood of the tribes of ifracl, but of the 
Heathen. For the literal rendering is ‘* Heathen, his people.” 
That is, Heathen nations now become his people by their con- 
verfion: and fo Rofenmuller feems to have underftood the 
words. It is true, that the word ona is applied to Ifrael in 
Ezek. ii. 3; but not applied to them, as compofed of various 
tribes, fiynified by the plural ona. It is there applied to [frael, 
In highly hyured {peech, without any confideration of the com- 
polition of the nation our of various paits, as a term of the 
Keenelt reproach and opprobium, intimating that they were 
become, by their difobedience, mere Heathen, apoftates and 
ourcafts. ** Son of mao, I fend thee to the children of [frael 
—to Heathen-—the difobedient, which have difobeyed me. 
They, and their fathers, have been in open rebellion again{t me 
to this very day.”—-Open rebellion. See the diftinct fenfes of 
the words s=9 and yuo, in Bifhop Horfley’s tranilation of Hofea. 

P. 365.—Deurt. xxxiii. “ Ver. 2. prefents a beautiful 
metaphor,” &c.| Inftead of a beautiful metaphor, we are 
perfuaded that this pailage is a beautiful, bur true, defcription 
pf the fplendors of the Shechinah difplayed on Sinai. The 

M deicrip- 
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defcription is indeed conceived in images taken from the rift 
ing fun. . 

Ibid.—“ The former [ Durell] makes emp the nominative to 
mow, and thinks it means here the Holy One. He thinks may 
means the Houfe of Ifrael:’”] With refpect to the meaning 
of wtp, Durell, we believe, is right ; with refpect to mam, 
wrong. 

Ibid.—** He [Durell] means ftreams of light.”] In this 
again we think he is right. sme, ‘* {treamers”, long pointed 
says iffuing from a mafs of light, like {treams from a lake, and 
fhooting up, with an undulating motion, to a vaft height in 
the atmofphere. 

P. 467.—The fame verfe. ** pre can mean nothing elfe 
than ftreams of water.”] It may mean ftreams of any thing 
that {lreams, or is poured out. 

P, 468.—Ver. 3. ‘* The Samaritan le&tion, san 38-”] We 
agree that this is likely to be the true reading. 

Fbid.—‘* By ovop are evidently meant the tribes of Ifrael.’} 
Certainly not, but ** the peoples.” God is the loving father 
of all the peoples, but Ifrael is his peculiar portion. What 
Houbigant and Kennicott have written on this paflage deferves 
much attention. 

P. 471.—Deut. xxxiii. at.  “* I will now rifk my emen- 
dation of the text,” &c.] We are inclined to think, that the 
text requires no emendation. Dr. Geddes, we believe, was 
not far trom the general fenfe of the paflage, though we can- 
not agree to hts alterations, nor think him very happy in the 
grammatical refolution even of his own amended text. 

We now take our leave of Dr. Geddes’s Critical Remarks 
on the Pentateuch. Although our animadverfions have run 
toa length, which we fear may have tired the patience of ouf 
readers, thev are very brief in proportion to what they mutt 

have been, had we noticed every inftance of falfe criticifm, and 
impious fentiment, with which his abominable work abounds. 
But the {pecimens we have feleéted, are abundantly fufficient to 
juftify the general chara€ter we gave of the work, when we firft 
entered upon the fubje& , fufficient to deftroy the author's cre- 
dit as a Hebrew critic; and to put the Chriftian reader upon his 
guard againtt the poifon of the book. In the explanations which 
we have ventured to propofe of our own, of fome paffages of 
very great difficulty, we flatter ourfelves that we have fo far 
fucceeded, as to have fhown that, at leaft in thofe itiftances, 
the fuppofed intricacies of the grammatical conftruction 
create no neceffity for the violent remedy, in which Dr. Geddes 
fo much delighted, of conje@ural alterations of the text. We 
have not, however, the vanity to fuppofe, that our ee 
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will always meet the approbation and concurrence of other 
critics. With refpeét to the five Divine Names, we only fay, 
that, after an attentive perufal of what has appeared upon that 
fubje&t in the Orthodox Churchman’s Magazine, we find no-~ 
thing in the obje@tions of that writer, to induce us to alter the 
opinions we have given. We fufpect the author to be a gen- 
tleman well known to us, and to the literary world in general, 
by his learning, his talents, and his prefumption ; and parti- 
cularly by a late work, half Latin, half Englith, upon the 
Newtonian method of Fluxions, in which he offers an expla- 
nation of it, founded on a total mifconception of its genuine 
principles, as flated by Sir Ifaac Newton himfelf. The 
confidence with which he gives out his infpe@orial decifions 
upon all fubjeéts, as if the fignature under which he writes 
were the real title of fome office of authority in the Republic 
of Letters, with which he has been, we know not how, invett- 
ed, provokes only a f{mile. 
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Art. XII. The Poetical Regifter, or Repofitory of Fugitive 
Pieces fort8or. S8vo. 8s. Rivingtons. 1802. 


We* are inclined td queftion the editor’s accuracy, when he 

fays, that the firft idea of colle€ting and preferving the 
fugitive poetry of the day belongs to the French. We are 
greatly miltaken, if we have not in this country fimilar col- 
leGtions previous to the year 1765. Let this be as it may, 
fuch publications, when executed with tafte and judgment, are 
always acceptable, and deferve to be encouraged. This vo- 
lume in particular is entitled to much commendation ; and 
we are indebted to the editor for preferving many ingenious 
pieces, which might otherwife perhaps have been loft. It is 
thus divided ; a large portion is firft given to Original Poetry ; 
another lefs oxtenfive part is affigned to Ancient Poetry ; but 
‘f this fhall be continued, we recommend the author to fearch 
for ancient manufcripts, and hitherto unpublifhed pieces, which 
may be found, without great difficulty, both at the Britifh Mu- 
feum and in either of the Univerfities. Thofe which are given in 
this volume, with the exception of one or two, are familiar to 
all readers of poetrv.. The nexr divifion of the work confilts 
of Fugitive Poetry, among which are many pleafing {peci- 
mens. A few pages are given to what the editor calls Criti- 
cifm. The remarks which there occur are not very important, 
and donot greatly add to the intereft of the volume, There - 
Mi alfo 





Sn 


=“ 


- oo .. _ 
= 


= 





Sn a 
— 


ae hei pee ee 





































or 
i ee 
ten 


ee oe ee es j 


oe ee 


So NS, cae SE 


Ta ag ag llc 












































172 The Poetical Regifter for 1801. 


alfo a biographical {ketch of Mrs. Chapone, which appears 
rather out of place. The conclufion of the work confifts of 
Mifcellanies ; a Letter from Mifs Seward, a Catalogue of 
Living Poets, and Notices of Publications in the Prefs. 

The fpecimen which follows, we think very beautiful. 


** THE GOLDEN AGE OF LOVE, BY EDMUND SWIFT, ESQ. 


* (The occafion that gave rife to the following Poem may require 
explanation.-A Lady had prefented to the author an Emblema- 
tical Drawing, accompanied with the following lines: 


«© Tel fut L’Amour au Siecle D’'Or—on ne le trouve plus, mais on le 
cherche encore—n’offrant qu’un coeur a la Beauté, auffi nud que la 
Verite, fans armes comme I’Innocence, fans ailes comme la Con- 
ftance.”"—) 


** Soft as the down defcends to deck 
‘The plumage of the cygnet’s neck, 

Soft as the filent zephyrs breathe, 

Nor wake the flumbering wave beneath, 
‘Thy peneil’s light and fhadowy line 
Defcribes the delicate defign :— 

Union of tafte and fkill!—to prove 

“© Such inthe Golden Age was Love.” 


See where yon infant Cupid ftands:— 
His arm the fubject globe commands ;— 
There pours his torch the living fire 

Of joy, and hope, and bold defire ; 
Around hisaltar lies the bow 

‘That lays the ftrongeft warrior low ; 
And darts of thrilling force, that prove 
What ‘* in the Golden Age was Love.” 


Yet why, where Love in height fublime 
‘Triumphant rules o’er Fate and ‘Time, 

Where his full quiver’s feathery pride 

Proclaims o’er al] his empire wide, 

Why on his altar’s trophied bafe 

Would'tt thou the name of Friendip * trace ?— 
Not to this heart can Fricndip prove 

What ‘* inthe Golden Age was Love.” 


Vriendfbip! the cold, reluctant name 

Would quench the warmett, tendereft flame: 
See, where Love lights his living lamp! 
The tacred fire hall Friendfbip damp? 
Love's arrow in my breaft I feel; 

No wound of Love can Friendfip heal, 
Ah, never can thy /rigndfip prove 

What ‘* in the Golden Age was Love !” 


a ee er ee a et 


© * The word L’ Amie was infcribed on the drawing.” 
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And * cannot Love on earth be found 
‘Though fought of all, the world around?” 
Is the bright charm thine hand pourtray’d 
Now vanith'd to an empty fhade? 

Ah no!—within this faithful breaft 
Still reigns the power of Love contett ; 
And itill to thee its truth fhall prove 

*© Such in the Golden Age was Love.” 


Ah me, methinks I hear thee fay, 

No hearts the power of Love obey ; 

No contlant Bards his aid invoke ; 

No bofoms feck his flowery yoke; 

Stern Avarice breaks his trampled bow ; 
The myrtle withers on his brow, 

While fcarce a leaf remains, to prove 
What ‘* in the Golden Age was Love.” 


I bend to Love’s triumphant throne, 
“* J give to thee one heart alone.” 

Ah, when far henee compell’d to go, 
I drag the torturing chain of- woe, 
Tho’ many a fair may feek mine eye, 
To thee I'll pour the faithful figh ; 
And, {pite of time and abfence, prove 
“* Such in the Golden Age was Love.” 


See Love in native beauty rife! 
Like ‘* Truth,” the God rejeéis difguife ; 
Like ** Znnocence,”” he bears no arms 
To thield his breaft from vain alarms ; 
Like ‘* Conflancy,” unwont to flray, 
He fpreads no wing to fpeed away. 
How well Emilia’s hand can prove 
What ‘* in the Golden Age was Love !” 


Oh dare I hope the beauteous maid 
Her Alfred’s heart had there pourtray’d ! 





































That heart, like ** Truth,” each thought unveil’d, 


No wandering with from her conceal’d, 
Like ** Innocence,’ unarm’d to bear 
‘The wound her eye inflicted there, 
And firm as ‘* Conflancy,” fhould prove 







Tuts 1s tue Gotpen Ace or Love,” P, 15. 


The following excites emotions of a different kind. 
“ 7 the Right Honourable Htnry Dunvas. Groufe Shooting in the 





Highlands, after retiring from Office in 1801. 


‘«« From public toils, and cares, and ftrife, 

Welcome once more to private life, 
In Scotia’s rude domain ; 

Enjoy repofe, content, and cafe, 

Inhale the health-infpiring breeze, 

Nor think of France and Spain. 
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Let thofe who hold the helm of ftate 

Confume their nights in dire debate, 
Their days in tactious jars ; 

O’er ways and means incefflant pore 

To raife relu€tant millions more, 
Scant food for future wars. 


Even peace on their devoted heads, 
No balmy dew of comfort fheds, 
But difcord flaps her wings ; 
For who fhall fix each adverie claim 
Untouched his wifdom and his fame 
By cenfure’s venomed ftings? 


Far from the Senate and the Throne, 

From budget, tax, invefiment, loan, 
Impeachment, expedition ; 

Peace fhall your hether pillow bind, 

And war no more diltra¢t your mind, 
Nor projects of ambition, 


The eafy, focial, joyous hour, 
Unknown to pomp, remote from powcr, 
Awaits you in the wild; 
Friendthip fhall lead you by the hand, 
And Caledonta’s arms expand, 
‘To clafp her patriot child. 
Should warfare ftill your thoughts engage, 
To muirland fcenes confine your rage, 
In mimic camp arrayed ; 
Unheard the found of noify drums, 
There no Myforean Tyrant comes, 
Your quiet to invade, 


"The laurels won at Aboukir, 

Deep moiftened with a nation’s tear, 
We sre death and glory’s prize ; 

But where you urge the gay campaign, 

No tears the cheek of friendfhip ftain, 
No Abercromby dies!” P, 254, 

The editor has our beft withes for the fuecefs of his plan 
which, in many refpeéts, we highly approve. We. recom- 
mend him, in his next volume, to confine himflf more 
within the limits of his firft and avowed prepofition, and ‘to 
leave out the department of Crittci{ms, as well as memours and 
Jeiters of individuals. The prelcnt is.awery elegant volume 3 
and more entitled, in every refpeét, to attention than. its rive's 


of a fimilar kind, as it is lefs partial in its conne@ions, and 
more comprehenfive in its views, 
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Art. XIII. Elements of General Hiftory, Ancient and Modern, 
To which are added, a Table of Chronology, and a comparative 
View of Ancient and Modern Geography. Illuftrated by 
Maps. In Two Volumes. 8vo. 14s. Creech, Edinburgh; 
Cadell and Davies, London, 1801. 


HEN the art of printing was unknown, books were 
comparatively few in number, and were of courfe fold 
atahigh price. Private individuals of moderate fortune were 
not then able to purchafe fuch libraries as might afford them 
the means of acquiring, through their own exertions, the ex- 
tent and variety of knowledge neceffary to fit them for dif- 
charging the duties of tke {tations which they filled in fociety, 
Hence it occurred to our anceftors, to eftablith, in the Univer- 
fities of Europe, Profefforfhips of every liberal branch of hue 
man knowledge. 

The world is now very muchinclined tolaugh at theignorance, 
which, in the daysof Monkith fuperftition, pervaded all orders of 
men; and it mult be confeffed, that the ignorance of that age, 
compared with the fcience of the prefent, exhibits fometimes 
a ludicrous and fometimes a melancholy picture; but a more, 
judicious inftitution than that of Profeflorthips in the Univer- 
tities cannot be conceived. If kaoWledge had not then been 
derived from public le@tures, it could not have been in any de- 
gree diffufed through a people; and the darknefs which pre- 
vailed muft have been {till thicker than it was. 

What was begun from neceffity was continued from exam- 
ple. Long after the ftores of Greek and Roman literature 
were laid open to the public, and books on all fubjeéts multi- 
plied by means of the prefs, new Profeflorthips were founded, 
even of fuch fciences as cannot be properly taught by public 
letures. Such a fcience, in our opinion, is Hiftory, both 
civil and ecclefiaftical. 

In the phyfical and mathematical fciences, where arrange- 
ment is of the utmolt importance, where truth may be ob- 
tained at every {tep, where nothing is admited as evidence but 
experiment asd demon(tration, and where the Profeflor can- 
not be mifled by his paflions and prejudices, the advantage of . 
attending a regular courfe of Jeétures is indeed moft obvious 5 
but we cannot fo readily perceive the advantage of a public) 
courfe of letures, where moral probabilities are to be perpe- 
tually weighed; and where it is little lefs than impoflible, for 
either the Profetfor or ftudent to enter. deeply, into the fubje@. 
and preferve his impartiality. No man, we apprehend, by 
mercly 








































176 Tytler’s Elements of General Hii/tory. 


merely liftening to a courfe of hiftorical leGlures, will become 
thoroughly acquainted with the fprings and caufes of the re- 
volutions of his own country, or of flates and empires in ge- 
neral, or with the origin of thofe fe&s and opintons wiveh 
unhappily diflurb the peace of the Chriftian Church. An elo- 
quent leQure on fuch fubje&s may indeed amufe his audience ; 
but amufement is not the principal obje& of hiftory. * Nec 
vero fum infcws,” fays Cicero, “ effe utiliratem in hiftoria, 
non modo voluptatem ;” but the w/i/itas can be reaped only 
by much reading and deep meditation ; by comparing together 
the different accounts of the fame events; and by afcertatning, 
if we can, the principles and p:ejudices, as well of the hilto- 
rians as of the actors, in the fcenes which they deferibe. 

The le&ures of a Profeffor cannot fupply the place of this 
various reading ; and, fo far from aiding the {tudent to weigh 
in the balance of equity the force of oppofite evidence, they 
mutt very often contribute to warp his judgment. Every lec- 
turer endeavours, when his fubje& will admit of it, to difplay 
the powers of an orator; and he muftdo fo, or his leGures 
would not be attended, But it is the bufinefs of an orator to 

erfuade the audience of the truth of his own opinions, and of 
the reétitude of the caufé which he himfelf favours ; while, in 
deciding difputed queftions of morality, politics, and religion, 
there are few men able to preferve completely the balance of 
their own minds. In the ardour of declamation, combined 
with the eagernefs of controverfy, it is almoft impoffible to 
preferve even the appearance of this balance. ** Omnis enim 
motus animi, fuum quendam a natura habet vultum, et fonum, 
et geltum: totumque corpus hominis, et ejus omnis vultus, 
omnefque Voces, ut nervi in fidibus, ira fonant, «i a motu 
animi quogue fount pulfe.” Add to this, that every orator Is 
uider a {trong tempration to avail himfelf af the privileges 
which Cicero indeed feems to allow him, of placing in a ridi- 
culous point of view the opinions or fa&s which he means to 
controvert. Of this dangerous and unfair ufe of ridicule, in 
the public difcuffion of ferious fubje&s, even by men of un- 
doubted worth and abilities, the reader will find many ftriking 
inftances in the late Dr. Campbell of Aberdeen’s LeGures on 
Ecclefiaftica! H ftory. 

On all thefe accounts, it appears to us, that hiftory, as well 
as fome other fciences which it is needlefs to enumerate, mutt 
be betrer taught by tutors direGing, as in the Colleges of our 
Univerfities, the fudirs of youth, than by Profeffirs dilating 
the {eience 2x Cathedré, as in fotne foreign Univerfities, and in 
thofe of Seotland. Doubtlefs our tutors are as liable to par- 
tality and prejudice as their Profeffors; ‘but they do not, at 
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Jeaft neceffarily, affume fuch a dominion over the minds of 
thew pupils. Itis their office to guide, notto dictate, Let it 
be remembered too, that, when pointing out the books and 
parts of books which the young men committed to their cate 
ought to read ; and, wheo enumerating the particular topics of 
difcuffion, on which they ought to be more than ufually care- 
ful to examine the evidence, the minds of tuiors are not heated 
by the fubje&t.  Suppofing them, therefore, poffefled of equal 
integrity with leéturing Profeffors, they are not under equal 
temptation to prejudice the caule. 

We have made thefe remarks, not merely to vindicate the 
mode of education in our own Univerfitics from the objeCtions 
fometimes urged againft it by men of {cience on the north fide 
of the Tweed, but becaufe they feem to us a pertinent intro- 
duétion to the remarks that we have to offer on the work be- 
fore us. 

That work, as we learn from the Preface, 


** contains the outlines of a courfe of academical leures on Gene-~ 
ral Hiftory, delivered by Mr, Frafer Tytler, for many years, in the 
Univertity of Edinburgh, and received with a portion of the public 
P saealaagpe amply fufficient to compenfate the labours of the author. 

e began to compofe thefe Elements principally with the view of far- 
nifhing an aid to the ftudents attending thofe lectures; but foon con- 
ceived, that, by giving a little more amplitude 'o their compofition, 
he — render the work of more general utility. As now given to 
the public, he would willingly flatter himfelf, it may. be not only fer- 
viceable to youth, in furnifhing a regular plan for the profecution of 
this moft important ftudy, but ufeful even to thofe who have acquired 
a competent knowledge of General Hiftory from the perufal of the 
works of detached hiftoriaps, and who with to methadize that know- 
ledge, or even to refreth their memory on material facts and the order 
ofevents.” P. iii. 


From what we have faid on the advantages and difadvan- 
tages of public leGtures, the reader mult perceive, that, in our 
opinion, the whole merit of any courfe of lv€tures on General 
Hiftory mutt confift in their furnithing a plan for the profecu- 
tion of the ftudy. - It is little that a young man could learn of 
the hiftory of the world from liftening, for one hour in the 
day for five or fix months,*to the moft learned and accurate 
legtures that ever were pronounced ; but, if the Profeflor be 
careful to inftro& him what books he ought to read, and how 
to read them with advantage, the time devoted to fuch le&tures 
may be very profitably fpent. It is the fame with element 
works like that before us: if they be calculated to enable 
thofe who have read the volames of detached hifterians to 
methodize their knowledge, their value is great; but, if they 
ferve not this purpofe, they are of no utility. . 
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«* Tc is neceffary,” as this judicious author well obferves, * that 
the ftudy of Hiftory fhould be profecuted according to a regular plan; 
for this fcience, more perhaps than any other, is liable to perverfion 
from its proper ufe.—With fome it is no better than an idle amufement ; 
with others it is a food of vanity; with a third clafs it fofters the pre- 
judices of party, and leads to political bigotry. It is dangerous for 
thofe who, even with the beit intentions, feek for hiftorical knowledge, 
ro purfue the fludy without a guide. No fcience has been fo little 
methodized. ‘The fources of prejudice are infinite ; and the mind of 
youth fhould not be left undirected amidft the erring, the partial, and 
contradi@tory reprefentations of hiftorians. Befides the importance of 
being able to difcriminate truth from falfehood, the attention ought to 
be direéted only to ufeful truths. Much danger arifes from the pe- 
rufal of memoirs, colle&tions of anecdotes, &c. for many of thole 
works exhibit the moft depraved pi¢tures, weaken our confidence in 
virtue, and prefent the moit unfavourable views of human nature. 

‘© There are many difficulties which attend the attempt of forming 
@ proper plan of ftudy, and giving an inftructive view of general Hil- 
tory. Utility is to be reconciled with amufement, prejudices are to 
be encountered, variety of tafle to be confulted, political opinions 
balanced, judgment and decifion exercifed on topics keenly contro- 
verted. The propofer of fuch a plan ought therefore to be poffeffed 
equally of firmnets of mind and moderation of fentiment. lit many 
cafes, he muft abandon popularity for the calm approbation of his own 
confcience. Difregarding every partial and inferior confideration, he’ 
muft direét his view folely to the proper end of alleducation, the 
forming of good men and of good citizens. 

** The object and general purpofe of the following Coarfe is to ex- 
hibit a progreflive view of the {tate of mankind, from the earlieft ages 
of which we have any authentic accounts, down to the cléfe of the 
s7th century,—to delineate the origin of ftates and of empires, the 
great outlines of their hiftory, the revolutions which they have undér- 
gone, the caufes which have contributed to their rife and grandeur, 
and operated to their decline and extinction. 

‘* For thefe parpofes, it is neceflary to beftow particular attention 
on the mannérs of nations, their laws, the nature of their governments, 
their religion, their intelle€wual improvements, and their progrefs in 
the arts and {ciences.” P, 3, 


That Mr. Tytler’s ideas of the proper mode of profecuting 
this important fludy fhould fo exactly tally with our own, 
though extremely pleafing to us, was no matter of furprife ; 
for we perufed with fo much approbation his £//ay on Military 
Lew, that we could not but look for evidence ot found judg- 
ment and found principles in every thing. which might proceed 
from his pen, That our readers may judge for themfelves, 
how far he has fucceeded in furmounting the difficulties which, 
he is juftly aware, ** attend the attempt of forming a proper 
plan of ftudy, and giving an infruGive view of General Hil- 
toty,”’ we thall lay before them, in his own words, the - 
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of his courfe of le@ures, of which the two volumes before us 
conflitute the outlines. 


«© Two oppofite methods have been followed in giving academigal 
lectures on the ftudy of Hiltory; the one, a {trict chronologicalar- 
rangement of events, upon the plan of Turfelline’s Epitome ; the 
other, a feries of difquifitions on the various heads or titles of public 
law, and the doétrines of politics ; illuftrated by examples drawn from 
ancient and modern hiftory.—Objeétions occur to both thefe methods 3 
the former furnifhes only a dry chronicle of events, which nothing con- 
netts together but the order of time: the latter is infufficient for the 
moft important purpoles of hiftory, the tracing events to their caufes, 
the dete€tion of the {prings of human aétions, the difplay ot the pro- 

refs of fociety, and of the rife and fal] of ftates and empires: finally, 
By confining hiftory to the exemplifications.of the dotirines of poli- 
tics, we lofe ité effect as a fchool of morals, 

«* In the following Lectures, we hold a middle courfe between thefe 
extremes, and endeavour, by remedying the imperfection of each, ta 
unite, if poffible, the advantages of both. 

** While fo much regard is had to chronology as is neceflary for 
fhowing the progrefg of mankind in fociety, and communicating juft 
ideas ot the ftate of the world in all the different ages to which authene 
tic hiftory extends, we fhall, in the delineation of the rife and fall of 
empires and their revolutions, pay more attention to the connection 
of fubje@ than that of sime. 

‘s In this view, we mutt reject the common method of arranging 
General Hiftory according to epochs or eras, ; 

“© When the world is vaewed at any period either of ancient or of 
modern hi‘tory, we generally obferve one nation or empire predomi. 
nant, to whom all the reft bear, as it were, an under part, and to whole 
hiftory we find that the principal events in the annals of other nations 
may be referred from fome natural connection, This predominant em- 
pire or ftate it is propofed to exhibit to view as the principal object, ; 
whofe hiftory therefore is to be more fully delineated, while the reft 
are only incidentally touched when they come to have a natural con- 
nection with the principal. 

“ The Jewith hiftory, belonging to a different department of aca- 
démical education, enters not into the plan of thefe leétures; though 
we often refort to the facred writings for detached facts illuftrative of 
the manners of ancient nations. 

** In the ancient world, among the profane nations, the Greeks are 
the earlieft people who make a diftinguifhed figure, and whofe hiftory 
is at the fame time authentic. 

‘© The Greeks owed their civilization to the Egyptians and Phceni- 
cians. ‘The Grecian hiftory is therefore properly introduced by a fuort . 
account of thefe nations, and of the Affyrians, their rivals, conquered 
at one time by the Egyptians, and conquerors afterwards of them in 
their turn. 

“« Rife of the independent ftates of Greece, and fingular confique 
tion of the two great republics of Sparta and Athens, The 
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** The war of Greece with Perfia induces a fhort account of the 
preceding periods of the hitory of that nation, the rife of the Perfian 
monarchy, the nature of its government, manners and religion. 

** The Grecian hiflory is purfued through all the revolutions of the 
ration, till Greece hecomes a province of the Roman empire. 

** Political refeGions applicable to the hiftory of the ftates of 
€reece.—Progrefs of the Greeks in the arts. —Of the Greek Poets,— 
Hittorians,—Philofophers. | 

« Rome, after the conquet of Greece, becomes the leading object 
of attention, 

** Origin of the Romans.—Nature of their government under the 
Kings.— Eafy fubftitution of the confular for the regal dignity. —Sub- 
fequent changes in the conftitution.—Progrefs to a democracy, —Ex- 
tenfion of the Roman arms,—Conqueft ot Italy.—Wars with foreign 
nations. 

** The Punic wars open a collateral view to the hiftory of Carthage 
and of Sicily. 

** Succefs of the Roman arms in Afia, Macedonia, and Greece.—~ 
Opulence of the republic from her conquefts, and corruption of her 
manners,— The civil wars, and ruin of the commonwealth. 

*€ Particulars which mark the genius and national fpirie of the 
Romans :—Education,—Laws,— Literary charaéter,—Art of war,— 
Public and private manners. 

** Rome under the Emperors:—Artful policy by which the firtt 
Emperors difguifed their abfolute authority ;—Decline of the ambi- 
tious character of the Romans ;—Eafy fubmiffion to the lofs of civil 
liberty ;—The military fpirit purpefely abafed by the Emperors ;—rhe 
empire divided, becomes a languid body without internal vigour ;— 
The Gothic nations pour down from the North ;-- Italy conquered 
faeceffively by the Heruli, Oftrogoths, and Lombards; Extinction of 
the Weftern Empire. 

«« The manners, genius, laws, and government of the Gothic na- 
tions, form an important object of inquiry, from their influence on 
the mamners and policy of the modern European kingdoms, 





«© In the delineation of modern hiftory, the leading objects of atten- 
tion are more various; the fcene is oftener changed: nations, too, 
whith for a while occupy the chief attention, become for a time fub- 
ordinate, and afterwards reaffume their rank as principal : yet the fame 
plan is pur{ued as in the department of ancient hiftory : the picture is 
occnpied only by one great objeét at a time, to which all the reft hold 
an inferior rank, and are taken notice of only when connected with 
the principal. 

** Upon the fall of the Weftern Empire, the Saracens are the firft 
who diftinguifh themfelves by the extenfion of their congaefts, and the 
{vendor of their dominion. 

« While the Saracens extend their arms in the Eaft and in Africa, 
a new empire of the Weft is founded by Charlemagne.—The rife and 
progrefs ot the monarchy of the Franks.—The ongin of the Feudal 
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Syitem.—State of the European manners in the age of Charlemagne. — 
Government, Arts and Sciences, Literature. 

« As collateral objects of attention, we furvey the remains of the 
Roman empire in the Eait ; the conquefts and fettlements of the Now 
mans: the foundation and progrefs of the temporal dominion of the 
church of Rome; the conquelt of Spain by the Saracens. 

“ The conqueft of England by the Normans folicits our attention 
to the hiftory of Britain, « Retrofpective view of the Britith hittory, 
from its earlieft period to the end of the Anglo-Saxow government ia 
England.—Obfervations on the government, laws, and manners, of the 
Anglo-Saxons. 

‘* Collateral view of the ftate of the continental kingdoms of Eu- 
rope during the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries. —France under 
the Capetian race of monarchs.—-Conquefts of the Normans in ltaly 
and Sicily,—State of the Northern kingdoms of Europe.—The 
Eaftern empire.x—Empire of Germany.—Difputes of fupremacy be- 
tween the Popes and the Emperors. 

** The hiftory of Britain {till the principal objeét of attention.— 
England under the kings of the Norman line, and the firlt oo of 
the Plantagenet branch.—The conquelt of Ireland under Heary LL 
introduces an anticipated progreflive view of the political connection 
between England and Ireland down to the prefent time.—As we pro- 
ceed in the delineation of the Britith hiftory, we note particularly thofe 
circumftances which mark the growth of the Englith conttitution. 

* At this period all the kingdoms of Europe join tn the Crufades,— 
A brief account is given of thofe enterprifes.—Moral and political ef- 
feéts of the Crufades on the nations of Europe.—Origia of Chivalry, 
and rife of Romantic fiSion, 

«* Short connected fketch of the ftate of the European nations after 
the Crufades,—Rife of the houfe of Auftria,—Decline of the Feudal 
government in France. —Eftablifhinent of the Swifs republics.— Dif- 
orders in the Popedom.—Couneil of Conftance, 

“ The hiftory of Britain refumed.—England under Henry IL. and 
Edward I.—The congueft of Wales. —The hiftory of Scotland at this 
period intimately connected with that of England.—View of the 
Scottifh hiftory from Malcolm Canmore to Robert Bruce.—State of 
both kingdoms during the reigns of Edward Ils and I1L.—The hittory 
of France connetled with that of Briitain.—France itfelf won by 
Henry V. 4 

“« The ftate of the Baft at this period affords the moft interefting’ 
object of attention.—The progrefs of the Otcoman arms retarded for 
awhile by the conquefts of ‘Tamerlane and of Scanderberg.—The 
Turks profecute their vi€tories under Mahomet the Great, to the total 
extinétion of the Conflantinopolitan empire.—The conftitution arid 
policy of the Turkith empire. 

‘«* France, in this age, emancipates herfelf from the Feudal fervi- 
tude; and Spain, from the union of Arragon and Cajtile, and the fall 
of the kingdom of the Moors, becomes one monarchy under berdinand 
and Ifabella. 


‘© The hiflory of Britain is refumed.—Sketch of the hiflory of 


England down to the reign of Henry VILL. ; of Scotland, during the 
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reigns of the five Jamefes.—Delineation of the ancient conftitution of 
the Scottifh government. 

« The end of the fifteenth century is a remarkable era in the hif- 
tory of Europe. Learning and the fciences underwent at that time a 
very rapid improvement ; and, after ages of darknefs, fhone out at 
once with furprifing luftre—A conneéted view is prefented of the 
progrefs of Literature in Europe, from its revival down to this pe- 
riod.—In the fame age, the advancement of navigation, and the 
courfe to India by the Cape of Good Hape, explored by the Portu- 
guefe, affeéts the commerce of all the European Kiomions. 

«¢ The age of Charles V. unitesin one connected view the affairs of 
Germany, of Spain, of France, of England, and of Italy. The dif- 
covery of the New World, the Reformation in Germany and in Eng- 
land, and the fplendor of the Fine Arts under the pontificate of Leo X. 
render this period one of the moft interefting in the annals of mankind, 

*« The pacification of Europe, by the treaty of Catteau Cambrefis, 
‘allows us fora while to turn our attention to the ftate of Afia. A fhort 
% reflive tketch is given of the hiftory of India within the Ganges, 

ertia, China, and Japan. 

** Returning to Europe, the attention is direéted to the ftate of the 
continental kingdoms in the age of Philip II. Spain, the Nether- 
lands, France, and England, prefent a various and animated picture. 

** England, under Elizabeth.—The progrefs of the Reformation in 
Scotland.-—The difra@ted reign of Mary Queen of Scots.— Phe hif- 
tory of Britain purfued without interruption down to the Revolution, 
aod here clofed by a tketch of the progrefs of the Englith conititution, 
and an examination of its nature at this period, when it became fixed 
and determined, 

** The hiftory of the Southern continental kingdoms is brought 
down to the end of the reign of Lewis XIV.; of the Northern, to 
the conclufion of the reigns of Charles XII. of Sweden, and of Peter 
the Great, Czar of Mufcovy. 

“*« We finith this view of Wniverfal Hiftory by a furvey of the ftate 
of the Arts and Sciences, and of the progrefs of Literature in Europe, 
during the fixteenth and feventeenth centuries.” P. 6. 


To this Plan we have little to obje€&t, while we find in it 
much that calls for our praife. It was extremely judicious, to 
abandon the common method of arranging the work accord- 
ing to epochs and wras; and to feleét the empire or fate pre- 
dominant at each period as the objet of which the hiftory was 
to be molt fully delineated. By this arrangement, Mr. Tytler 
has preferved a kind of unity of ation, and given to his work 
fomething of the intereft of an epic poem. We perceive not, 
however, any good reafon for excluding the Jewith biftory 
from the Plan of thefe volumes: it is by much the moft au- 
thentic anctent hiftory that we have; nor is there any account 
extant of the earlieft periods of the Affyrian, Egyptian, and 
Phenician nations that can be relied on with confidence, but 
what we find in the Hebrew Scriptures. If thofe Scriptures 
were 




















é 


Tytler’s Elements of General Hiftory. 183 


were to be reforted to for faés illuftrative of the manners of 
other ancient nations, it feems to us very extraordinary, that 
the author {hould have thought it became him to pafs without 
notice the only nation of antiquity of whofe manners they give 
a full and dire account. The circumftance of the Jewifh 
hiltory belonging to a different department of academical edu- 
cation, is no reafon whatever for this omiflion ; fince thefe vo- 
jumes, as foon as they iffued from the prefs, were no longer 
the property of the Univerfity of Edinburgh ; nor can we con- 
ceive, to what other department, even in the Univerfity, the 
civil hiftory of the Jews could poffibly belong ; it may belong 
to the Profetior of Ecclefaftical Hiltory, or of Theology, to 
give a detailed account of the Jewith religion; to fhow why 
their ritual was burdened with fo many ceremonies ; to ex- 
plain the nature of thofe ceremonies; and to point out the 
awful events to which they allude: but the laws of the Jews, 
which regulated their manners, as well as their tranfactions 
with foreign nations, certainly belong to Mr. Tytler’s depart- 
ment in the Univerlity, which we underitood to be that of 
Civil Hiftory. 

To the execution of the Plan fo judicioufly formed, we have 
no objetion to urge. At firft, we thought the author had 
omitted what mult always be by far the moft valuable part of 
fuch elementary fketches of General Hiftory ; we mean, di- 
rections to the itudent, for filling up, by his own reading, the 
outlines which we béive laid before him. Had this been in- 
deed the cafe, the work would have been of much lefs values 
but, with refpeét to Ancient Hiftory, the authors, whom we 
expected to fee quoted at the bottoms of the pages, as referred 
to at the end of each fe@tion, are enumerated in the order in 
which they ought to be ftudied ;-and thofe parts of their 
works pointed out which are moft worthy of attention, in a 
fection on the ALethid of fudying Ancient Hiftory. The prin- 
cipal writers of Modera Hiltory are noticed, and judicioully 
characterized, during the courfe of the narrative. 


** Geography and chronology,” fays Mr. Tytler, ** are the fights 
of hiftory. We cannot perufe with advantage the hiftorical annals 
of any country without a competent notion of its geographical fice, 
and even its phyfical appearance. ‘The ufe of chronological tables is 
very great, both for the purpofe of uniting in one view the cotempo- 
rary events in different nations, which often have influence on each 
other; and for recalling to the memory the order and feries of events, 
and renewing the impreffions of the objects of former fludy.”” 


For thefe reafons, he has fubjoined to the firlt volume, be- 
tween the Ancient and the Modern Hiftory, a Comparative 
View, in tables, of Ancient and Modern Geography ; ae 
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the lafl, as the conclufion of the whole, a Table of Chrono- 
logy, according to that of Archbifhop Uther, which is founded 
ov the Hebrew tex: of the facred writings, 

The view of Geography is remarkably perfpicuous; and 
the Chronological ‘lable is neatly conftru€ted. We were 
rndeed furprifed to find, towards the end of that Table, fome 
important events and fone iuftrious names omitted, while 
others are inferted which have no right to be confidered as 
either important or illultrious. The battle of Marengo, and 
the taking of Seringapatam, were indeed important events; 
but fo were likewife the defeat of Bonaparte at Acre, and the 
wonderful campaign of Suwarrow in Italy: yet the former 
of thefe are inferted in this Table, while the latter are omitted. 
It a noify and intemperate cofmopolite be neceffarily an illuf- 
trious perfon, Fofeph Towers, LL. D. is very properly clafled 
with thofe great men whofe deaths are here recorded ; but we, 
to whom that gentleman was probably better known than 
to the author of this work, can conceive no adequate claim that 
he had to diftin€tion. Lavoifier, however, and Field Marthal 
Suwarrow were, in their refpective departments of {cience and 
war, certainly illuftrious, and acknowledged to be fo through 
all Europe; yet of their deaths, though attended with circum- 
ftances peculiarly interefting, no notice is taken in this Table. 

Thefe are trifling defects, hardly worthy of notice in a 
work which calls fo loudly for praife; but it may be worth 
the illuftrious author’s* while to fupply them in another edi- 
tion, that his profeflional talents may go down to pofterity 
in a {tate as near to perfeStion as he can bring them. 


ee ee — ——_ — 











Arr. XIV. A Series of Plays: in which it is attempted to 
delineate the Aronger Paffions of the Mind. Each Paffion 
being made the Subje& of a Tragedy and a Comedy. By Fo- 
anna Baiilie. Vol. Il. The Second Edition. 8vo. 478 pp. 
8s. Cadell and Davies. 1802. 


** FT KNOW there are caufes” fays the elegant writer of thefe 
dramas, in a fhort Preface, ** why the fecond part of a 
work+t fhould be more feverely dealt with than that which has preceded 





* We learn with much fatisfaction, that Alexander Frajer Tytler, 
E/g. the author of this work, is now a Judge, by the title of Lorp 
Woopkoustres, in the Court of S:fiom, the fopreme civil judica- 
ture in Scotland. 

+ ecg review of the firlt appeared in the Britith Critic, vol, xiii. 
P- 254. | 
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it; but, after what I have expérienced, it would be ungrateful in me 
not to fuppofe, that the generality of readers will take up this volume 
with a difpofition to be pleafed ; and that they will alfo, in favour of 
one who has no great pretenfions to learning or improvements, be in- 
clined to extend the term of good-natured indulgence a little beyond 
its ufual limits.” P. viii, 


That the caufes here alluded to have not failed to operate, 
we have had occafion to obferve, and wich regret ; yet there 
are caufes alfo on the other fide, by which an author, who has 
achieved unexpected celebrity, may be feduced into negligence, 
or flattered into precipitance. How far thefe caufes have alfo 
operated, in the prefent inflance, we would not haltily, and (till 
lefs harfhly, pronounce; but, on the careful perufal of the vo- 
lume, we have felt, undoubtedly, that more time and more con- 
fideration might have increafed its value. Let us not be un- 
derftood to mean, that the prefent publication has diminifhed 
our admiration of Mifs J, Baillie’s powers and genius ; it has, in 
fome refpects, increafed it. But though, judging from her own 
fertility of invention, fhe deems the interval confiderable be- 
tween her former publication and the prefent, and for compo- 
fition it has been undoubtedly fufficient, yet for correction: it 
was not fo ample. Without recurring to the Horatian 
maxim of nine years for one drama, four years for four may 
be deemed too prompt ; except in thofe rare inftances, where 
judgment keeps pace with invention, and the firft thoughts 
are at once complete, An author cannot in general correé&t 
with entire fuccefs, except after fuch an interval as allows 
the fervour of compofition to fubfide; and it may be recom. 
mended, as a point of ufeful prudence, that writers fhould 
not publifh more than half es faft as they compofe, 

Of Mifs J. B.’s Comedies, the prevailing opinion feems to be, 
that they are much inferior to her Tragedies: and it is true, 
that comic writing does not appear to be the line to which her 
genius is particularly direéted. They do not abound with the 
vis comica, or with fituations of comic effeét; nor are the plots 
remarkable for much contrivance in their condu@, and {till lefs 
in their developement. Yet, after all, it is to herfelf that the 
is chiefly inferior; for, in many refpeéts, even her Comedies 
appear to us to have merits which few of her contemporaries 
can rival. In the invention of characters, fo formed and cir- 
cumftanced as to exemplify the paffions the defigns to illuf- 
trate, fhe is no lefs happy in the comic than in the tragic 
drama ; and many of thefe chara@ters are not only new to the 
theatre, but of a very theatrical kind. The two Comedies in 
this volume belong to the fubjeéts of Hatred and Ambition. ae 
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the former, named tHE E1ection, we have a refpedtable 
gentleman, of an old family, but rather in embarrafled circum. 
flances, oppofed in his own borough by anew man, whofe 
fortune has been rapidly made in the clothing line, with man 

good qualities indeed, but purfe-proud and vulgar. Thele 
two characters are well drawn, and {fkilfully contrafted, 
Nor are the fecondary characters ill conceived, or ill fupported. 
Mrs. Baltimore, the wife of the impoverished gentleman, full 
of dignitied though unafluming goodnefs ; Mrs. Freeman, the 
clothicr’s wite, very proud of her new gentility, which fhe 
wears with great awkwardnefs, and very anxious to give all 
fafhionable accomplifhments and airs to her daughter Char- 
lotve, who, with a good natural difpofition, has very little ge- 
nius for being made a fine lady. Charles Baltimore, a coulin 
of Mr. Baltimore, an idle, lounging, young man, with litde 
capacity and lefsinduftry. Thefe are the moft important perfone 
ages. But even Old Margevy, an ancient fervant and dependent 
ot the Balaimores, is confpicuous by her zeal in the Ele@ion 
contelts, and fome of the fervants attraét notice in their turp. 
That a few of the incidents in this drama are injudicious, and 
others too hattily brought about (which is the cafe alfo in the 
other Comedy) we might fhow with eafe, if we could allow 
ourfelves fo far to expatiate on this part of the volume; but, 
as we forefee that we fhall be obliged to pay much attention 
to the tragic drama, we will not occupy any great {pace with 
thofe that are undoubtedly inferior. 

The other Comedy then, to fketch it in the fame brief man- 
ner, is dedicated to the paflion of Ambition, which it exempli- 
fes in the character of Mr. Seabright, a man intoxicated with 
views of worldly aggrandizement; and therefore, after the re- 
cent lofs of a moft amiable wife, entangling himfelf in a new 
conneétion, merely from ambitious motives. It is thence 
called THE Second MaRriaGe. Seadbright’s charaéter is 
well imagined, and touched with ability ; but a palpable im- 
probability (trikes the reader at once ; which is, that, with fo 
refilefs and worldly a mind, he fhould never have difcovered 
his ruling propenfities in the time of his firft wife, either to 
his own or her neareft relations. Much may and ought to be 
allowed to the influence of a very amiable woman, but fo 
much as to keep in total concealment the ruling bias of the 
mind is hardly to be imagined. Lady Sarab, the obje& of his 
fecond choice, ts rather a caricature of meannefs united with 
pride, yet is a perlonage highly dramatic ; and Afrs. Pry, her 
woman, isa very fuitable agent for fuch a miftrefs, Beane 
mont, a clergyman, brother-in-law to Seabright, is well drawn, 
and in colours of very amiable Gmplicity ; and other cha- 
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rafters in the drama fhow a keen obfervation of real life, and 
a {trong ability to difcern what is fit in irfelf to be dramatized; 
and what is likely to produce a good effec of c vntraft, in the 
fituations afligned to the perfonages. But the plot of this Co- 
medy, after opening extremely well, is hurried towards the 
end, fo as to form a tillue of improbabilities; and a continue 
ance is given to it, in the fuppofed time of a@ion, which not 
only offends againftcritical rules, but is not rendered probable to’ 
the reader or fpeétator, by the mode of condudting it. Sea- 
bright is married, made a Baronet, ruined, fparated from his 
wife, and reiaftated in a new fortune, all within the compafs 
of the five ats; which changes, as they are here managed, no 
mind can follow with fufficient acquicfcence. Faults of this: 
kind, in the two Comedies here publithed, but particularly 
the latter, are not to be counterbalanced, except by that fertility 


of dramatic genius which cannot fail to command admiration 3 


or thofe bright and powerful touches of character, which prove 
a {trong poetic intuition refpeG@ing human life. A longer delay 
of publication might have enabled the very ingenious and ami- 
able author to difcover and remove many of thefe defeés, 
which, as we take a lively intereft in every flep of genius, 
would have given us a much higher fatisfaction. As it is, 
we can by no means join with the multitude in an indifcrimi- 
nate condemnation ; nor {hut our eyes to the beauties and 
merits of the Comedies, becaufe they are not in all refpeéts 
fuch as we could have withed to find them, 

The tragic view of Ambition is givenin two dramas, or 
rather a hiftory, upon the old Englith model, divided into two 
parts. The hiitory is fictitious, but is well invented, and 
adapted to the manners of the Saxon Heptarchy in England. 
The author herfelf fays of this part of the work ; 


«* The fcene of thefe plays is laid in Britain, in’the kingdom of 
Mercia, and the time towards the end of the Hepturchy. ‘This was 
a period full of internal difcord, ufurpation, and change; the hiftory, 
of which is too perplexed, and too little connected with any very ime 
portant or ftriking event in the affairs of men, to be familiarly known, 
not merely to common readers, bat even to the more learned in hif- 
tory, Ihave therefore mene, that I might here, without offence, 
fix my ttory; here give it @ habitation and a-name ; and’ model it to 
my own fancy, as might beftfuit my defign. In fo doing, I run no 
rik of difturbing or deranging recollection of any important 
truth, or of any thing that deferves'to be remembered.” P, x. 


This is well ftated. The choice was undoubtedly judicious, 
for the reafons-here alledged; and. becaufe an additional intereft 
is given to a ftory fo feigned, by placing the {cene of it on our 
own foil, and giving it a reference to manners with which we 
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naturally with to be made familiar, becaufe they were thofe of 


our anceftors, ‘The author continues, in the pallage of the 
Preface jult cited ; 


«* However, though I have not adhered to hiftory, the incidents 
and evenis of the Plays will be found, L hope, confittent with the cha- 
racter of the times; with which, I have endeavoured to make the re- 

refentation | have given of manners, opinions, and perfons, uni- 
ormly correfpond, I have, indeed, given a very dark picture of the 
religion and the clergy of thofe days; but it is a true one: and I be. 
lieve it will be percetved throughout the whole, that it is drawn by 
one, who would have touched ic with a lighter hand, had the fpirit 
and the precepts of Chriftianity, and above all, the fuperlatively beau- 
tiful character ot its divine founder been more indifferent to her.” Ib, 


In all thefe points, Mifs Baillie appears to us to have been 
abundanily fuccefsful. The manners are quite exact enough 
for dramatic ufe, and prove, that a very laudable care has been 
taken to obtain right information on the fubjedt. The 
contraft alfo of the peouine Chriftian fpirit, in the thoughtful 
and ftudious Ethelbert, with the grofs corruptions of religion 
generally prevalent in that age, and exemplified in the condua 
of Hexult and his brethren, and with the general ignorance of 
the truth difplayed, in various proportions, in the other per- 
fonages of the drama, bears the moft penuine ftamp of dramatic 
genius and merit, The ftene in which the admirable cha- 
raGter of Ethelbert is firft developed is of fuch excellence, that 
if we forbear to cite it entire, it will be onty for the fake of 
introducing other paflages, which ought not to be excluded 
from their fhare of notice. But we will pofpone our citation 
from it, till we fhall have given a general fketch of the defign 
and characters of thefe two dramas. 

The hero, in whofe perfon the malignant operation of Am- 
bition is exemplified, is Evawaxp, the fon of Adel, an ob- 
feure Thane. His charaéter cannot be better delineated than 
it is, towards the end of the fecond Tragedy, by the good 
Ethelbert, who had known him from infancy. To Hereulf, 
a young hero, violently and jullly incenfed againft him, Ethel- 
bert lays ; 

*« Thus by my fide, in his fair opening youth, 
Full oft has Ethwald fat and heard me talk ; 
With, as I well believe, a heart inclin’d, 


Though fomewhat dath’d with thades of darker hue, 
‘To truth and kindly deeds, 


Bo: from this mixed feed of good and ill, 
One baleful plant® in dark ftrength rais’d its head, 





* Ambition, 
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O'ertopping all the reft ; which fav’ring circumftance 
Did nourith toa growth fo monftrous*, 

"That underneath 1's wide and noxious thade 

Died aii the native plaats of teebler ttem, 

O Lhave wept tor him, as I have Jain 

On my fill midaight couch! I ury’d to fave him, 
But ev'ry means againit its end recoiled,” P, 320, 


Spurred on by this reftlefs and invincible fpirit of Ambition, 
young Ethwald firlt achicves military glory anddiftin@ion, then 
rank, then unbounded popularity, particularly among the fol- 
diery. Then he confpires againtt his king, aod feizes bis throne 5 
flights and drives two diltraction the gentle Bertha, to whom he 
had been firft betrothed, and marries a haughty princefs, the 
daughter of the dethroned monarch. By gradual fteps he 
is rendered more cruel and more bloody ; but all from the 
irreliltible impulfe of Ambition, and fuffcring conftant torments 
from the inward oppofition of confcieuce. Still, however, he is 
urged on by paffion and circumftances to imprifon, and, finally, 
to murder the heir to the crown, an am able yonth moll fondly 
attachedto him. He caufes his friend Ethelbert, and bis owa 
brother, Selred, to be put to death; and having thus filled the 
meafure of his crimes, he grows fufpicious of all who fur- 
round him, and is racked to agony by the horrors of a guilty 
mind. In this fituation his health becomes impaired, he is 
attacked by the bold thane Hereulf, and falls in {ingle combat, 

Such is the outline of a fable which furnifhes ample matter 
for two complete dramas, and which is fv diverfified by a fer- 
tility of invention, continually producing new {fituations, that 
it produces more original paflages worthy of citation than 
twenty common tragedies. The nature of the biftorical drama 
difpenfes with the neceflity of a regular plot, It contains only 
a fucceflion of events, following each other with fufficient pro- 
bability, if allowance be duly made for a confiderabie laple of 
time between the feveral parts. This is contrary to the maxims 
and general practice of the ancients ; but is authorized to 
Englith writers by the example of Shakefpeare, and does not, 
in faét, produce the bad effect which from theory would be ex- 
pected. The lapfe of time is in itfelf fo imperceptible, that, if 
there be any paufe between the parts of an action, whether the 
interval be fuppofed greater or lefs, makes little difference to 
the mind of the reader or {fpectator. Even the ancients have 





we 


* The author feems here inadvertently to have ufed monfirous as of 
three fyllables, according to the notions of fome critics; otherwife 
the line is defeftive, P 
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f metimes fuppofed, a long journey to be taken during the 
fpeaking of a fingle fpeech. The chief caution neceffary is 
to avoid fuch circumftances, as in themfelves mark a very con. 
fiderable duration ; fuch as the growing up of a child from in- 
fancy to puberty, or the tranfiion of a grown perfon from 
outh to old age. Thefe violent tranfgreffions, not even the 
authority of Shakefpeare can fanétion, becaufe the mind re. 
fufes to follow them ; but thefe the prefent writer has avoided, 
A plot, in the common acceptation of the words being thus 
vonneceilary, there 1s nothing to obje& of that kind; the events 
follow each other hiftorically, rather than dramatic: lly, and 
the death of the tyrant is at laft bronght about, not by a regu- 
lar concatenation of events, but by afudden, yet not improba- 
ble, turn of fortune. The div:ifion. of the two dramas takes 
place at a point of time when Ethwald is fuppofed to. be dying 
of wounds received in battle; and the fecond part opens: with 
his unexpe&ted recovery, and the profpeét of his being re- 
claimed from his errors, and taught by Ethelbert to feek. aud 
prize true glory. He relapfes however with his recovery, and 
oes on as was juft now defcribed. 

‘The other principal characters in thefe dramas.are, Ofwal, 
King of Mercia, a well-meaning but weak prince,,unger the 


guidance of the priefts ; and Elburga; his daughter, a. proud, 


Princefs, but fubdued by the violence: of Ethwald ; Ldward, 
the nephew and heir of Ofwal; Z£thelbert, a nobie These, al. 
ready mentioned ; Se/red, elder brother to Ethwald; Hexu/ph, 
a bigotted and rapacious Bilhop ; Bersba, acoufin of Ethwald, 
frongly attached to him; Hereuwif, by whofe {ward he talls ; 
and Moggarwolfe,a a marauding and barbarous Thane. There 
are alfo many (ubordinate characters, 

The difpofition of Ethwald when quite a youth, and con- 
fined within his father’s caltle, is well difplayed, and the feeds 
of that Ambition are difcovered, which is fuon to become fo 
pernicious to himfelt, and deftru@tive to others. The charac- 
ter of Ethelbert, a Thane, (tudious beyond the common habits 
of his times, is alfo easly. (hown : he has gained true notions 
of religion from the Gofpel itfelf, and is therefore pronounced 
a heretic, and flandered as an impious wizard. His account 
of himfelf, alluded to before, we fhali now gratify ourfelves 
by introducing, as we have already promifed. To Selred, 
wtro has gently rebuked him fur his peculiar notions. and cone 
du@t, he thus replies : 


«« T thank thee, Selred; liften now to me, 

And thou fhalt hear a plain and fimple tale 

As troe as itis artlefs, 

Thefe cunning pricits full loudly bla my fame; 

Becaule 
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Becaufe that I, with diligencé and coft 
Have got mvfelf initructed how to read 
Our facred Scriptures, which they would maintaia 

No eye profane may dare to violate. 
If I am wrong they have themfelves to blame. 
It was their hard extortions firft impell’d me 

To fearch that precious book, from which they draw 
Their right, as they pretend, to lord it thus, 

But what think’? thou, my Selred, read I there ? 
Of one fent down from heav’n in fov’reign pomp, 

To give into the hands of leagued priefts 

All power to hold th’ immortal foul of man 

In evetlafting thraldom! , far otherwife ! 

(Taking Selred’s hand with great earufinefse) 

Of one who health reltored to the fick, 

Who made the lame to walk, the blind to fee, 

Who fed the hungry, and who rais’d the dead, 

Yet had no place wherein to lay his head*, 

Of one from ev'ry {pot of tainting fin 

Holy and pure, and yet fo lenient 

That he with foft and unupbraiding love 

Did woo the wand’ ring finner from his ways, 

As doth the elder brother of a houfe 

The erring ftripling guide, Of one, my friend, 

Wifer by far.than all the fons of men, 

Yet teaching ignorance in fimple {peech, 

As thou wouldit take an infant in thy lap 

And leffon:him with his own artlefs tale. 

Of one fo mighty 
That he did fay unto the raging fea 

Be thou at peace, and it obeyed his voice. 

Yet bow’d himfelf unto os pee death, 

That we might live. They fay that | am proud— 

O! had they like their gentle matter been, 

1 would, with fuppliant knee, ‘bent to the ground, 

Have kifs’d their very feet. | 

Bat had they been like him, they would have pardon’d me, 
Ere yet my bending knee had touch’d theearth.” P. 1176 





This charater is maintained throughout with the utmoft 
confiftency and beauty. As we proceed in the hiftory, we 


meet 


with many inequalities ; aml the whole character of 


W oggarwolte might well be fpared. It is difyulting from its 
coarfenefs ; and dees. not fo materially aflift the pragrefs of the 
events, but that other mcans might be contrived. Jf we thus 
acknowledge, as we muft, that we fiad in thele1wo Tragedies, - 
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particularly the firft, parts that are unequal to their general 
merit, {till it isthe inequality of genius; and we are led through 
various ways to new beauties, and new felicities of inven. 
tion. As we cannot give many {pecimens of thefe paflages, 
we fhall tranfiently refer to fome of them. Among thefe, 
Jet us mention the defcription of the batile, in which Eth- 
wild is firft diftinguithed, AQ TI. Scene 1, p. 137. The pea- 
fants viewing the diftant battle, AG TIT. Scene 1, p. 156. 
Edward’s confeffion of his own flight, A@ ITIL. Scene 3, p. 166. 
E:hwald’s meditations on his own views, in the opening of 
A&lV. Though here we muft remark that, in his fecond 
fpeech, it is not made futhciently clear that he is alluding to 
the Prince Edward ; the boy fo anxioufly attending on him 
creates a confufion, and the Prince thould be exprefsly men- 
tioned, The vifit to the Arch Druid’s cave, in the third 
Scene of this AG, recals indeed the recolleG@tion of Macbeth, 
but has many fublime features that are perfeétly original. 
E:hwald’s trong abhorrence of the wickednefs foretold of him, 
is acapital ftroke of nature; and not the worfe for being 
founded on the fcriptural exclamation of Hazael, “ Is thy 
fervant a dog that he fhould do this great thing?” 2 Kings 
Vili. 12. 

** I may be doom’d to meet a tyrant’s end, 

But not to be a tyrant. 

Did all the powers of hell atteft the doom 

I would belie it. Know I not my nature? 

By every dreaded power, and hallowed thing——— 

( Voice over the flage.) Swear not! 

(Voice under the flage.) Swear notrl 

( Difant voice.) Swear not!” 


This is ttrongly calculated for effet: and, making allow- 
ance for the preternatural agency introduced, highly dramatic. 
Let thofe who are defirous to eltimate rightly the powers of 
this writer, look at the pailages here mentioned, and they will 
not eafily be led to undervalue them, What paflages have we, 
inany of our writers, greatly fuperior to the fullowing? Speak- 
ing of Elburga’s marriage with Kthwald, Selred fays, 

** What doft thou think of this? Did we hear truly ? 
To the ufurper of her father’s crown, 

And if our tears be true, his murd’rer too! 

To him! O moft unnatural!” 


To this Echelbert replies, in a high ftrain of poetry : 


* Ay, fo it is. As one who ventures forth, 
After an earthquake’s awful vifitation, 

The coun:ry sound in ftrange unwonted guile 
Beholds ; 
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Beholds; here {welling heights, and herby knolls, 
Where {mok’d the cottage, and the white flocks browz’d 
Sunk into turbid pools; there rifted rocks, 

With all their fhaggy woods upon their fides 

In the low bofom of the flowery vale 

Refting uncouthly—even fo does he, 

Who looks abroad after the ftorms of ftate 

Strange changes fee ; unnatural and ftrange!” 


Such paffages are found, even in the firft Tragedy, which 
has many inequalities ; but in the fecond there is little that is 
not excellent. The fituations are new and great, the hand. 
jing of them judicious, and the expreffions equal to the occafions. 
Among many beauties, we cannot forbear to cite the opening 
of this fecond drama, which reprefents the amiable Prince 
Edward in prifon. 


‘*« Edw, What brings thee now? It furely cannot be 
The time of food: my prifon hours are wont 
To fly more heavily. 

Keeper. It is not food, I bring wherewith, my Lord, 
To ftop a rent in thefe old walls, that oft 
Have griev'd me, when I thought of you o’nights; 
‘Thro’ it the cold wind vifits you. 

Edw. And let it enter! it thall not be ftopp’d. 
Who vifits me befides the winds of heav’n? 
Who mourns for me, bat the fad-fighing wind ? 
Who bringeth to my ear the mimick’d tones 
Of voices once belov’d, and founds long patt, 
But the light-wing’d and many- voiced wind ? 
Who fans the prifoner’s lean and fever’d check, 
As kindly as the monarch’s wreathed brows, 
But the free piteous wind ? 
J will not have it ftopp’d. 

Keeper. My Lord, the winter now creepson apace * 
Hoar froft this morning, on our fhelter’d fields bs 
‘Lay thick, and glanced to the uprifen fun, 
Which fearce had power to melt it. 

Edw. Glanc’d to th’ uprifen fan! Ay fuch fair morns 
When ev’ry buth doth put its glory on, 
Like to a gemmed bride! Your ruftics now 
And early hinds, will fet their clouted feet 
Through filver webs, fo bright and finely wrought 
As royal dames ne’er fafhion’d, yet plod on 
‘Their carelefs way, unheeding. 
Alas, how many _ things there be 
‘To look upon! Wear not the forefts now 
Their latett coat of richly varied dyes? 

O Keepers 
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Keeper. Yes, good my Lord, the cold chill year advances, 
Therefore, 1 pray you, let me clofe that wall. 

Edw. 1 tell thee no, man; if the north wind bites 
Bring me a cloke,” 


It is not praéticable for us to follow the various incidents, 
or excurfions of genius, in this fecond part of the hiftory. 
The whole is well worthy of attention ; but more particularly the 
reprefentation of the horrors of the field after a battle, Aét II. 
Scene 2, p. 270; the death of Edward, AG III. Scene ; the va- 
rious tranfports of Ethwald, agitated by confcious guilt; the death 
of Ethelred; and the defcription of an Aurora Borealis, with its 
effects on fuperftitious minds, towards the end of the whole. 
The bold attempt to reprefent the act of beheading on the 
{tage, if it would not be, after all, too fhocking, is managed 
with great ingenuity. The fpreading a cloth before the aGtual 
agents of the execution, over which the lifted axe is feen, and 
through which the fatal {troke is heard, is equal to any drama- 
tic contrivance we have met with, if it could be borne by the 
f{pe€ators. 

We muft now, though reluétantly, take our leave of thefe 
efforts of fingular and native genius: not doubting that, after 
all the objetions which many readers will! delight to circulate, 
this fecond volume will add greatly to the permanent fame of 
the fair Poetefs, That a few paflages are unworthy of the reft, 
and a very few inaccuracies of language here and there occur*, 
will not materially diminith the praife thus defervedly achieved ; 
and Mifs J. Baillie, even if her pen were now to be inaétive, 
which is not likely, would be always celebrated among the 
brighteft luminaries of the prefent period. 








- 4 


* Such as, “ Isitthee?” p. 121. ‘ "Twas him,” p.1 But 


thefe inftances are very few. The language is in general pure, {pirited, 
and expreflive; without ftiffoefs or aoCiation. itd 
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BRITISH CATALOGUE. 


POETRY. 


Art.15. Verfes, focial and domeftic. By George Hay Drummond, A. M, 
1zmo. 188 pp. 5s. Edinburgh printed: Longman and Rees, 
London, 1802. 


For thefe ‘poems, the author befpeaks the candour of the general 
reader, ‘* as the genuine effufions of a heart under different impref- 
fions,”” and from his friends, from their recollection of him in his 
youth, when the greater part of them was produced. ‘They are dedi- 
cated to the departed ff irit of a beloved wife, who, if the language of 
poetry may be literally believed, was poflefled of the fineft graces of 
peffon, and the higheft excellencies of mind and charatter; and, in 
due proportion to thofe claims, was long and faithfully beloved by the 
author, both before marriage, and to the day of her death. The 
verles difplay in general a mind of elegant turn, long habituated to 
the aflociation of poetical images, and fufficiently exercifed in the 
conftruction of harmonious meafure. There are few poems which 
we might not produce as fpecimens, without any injuftice to the au- 
thor; but, as inn f{eleétion muft be made, we fhall take two of thofe 
that are recommended by brevity as wel] as elegance. 


‘© Lines written daring the laft Stage of a Fourney bame. 


Hatt thou not feen two pearls of dew 

The rofe’s velvet leaf adorn; 

How eager their attraction grew, 

As nearer to each other borne? 

So, when fond parents home return, 

They chide the driver’s ling’ring pace ; 

To clafp their babes their bofoms yearn, 
Who ruth into their clofe embrace.” P. 108. 


The thought would perhaps have been applied with more exa(tnefs 
to the meeting of lovers, The following, which is the firit of three 
Succeflive effufions of forrow for the lots ot children, is full of feeling, 
beauty, and purity of thoughe, 


‘* Sweet was the fmile which, ere thou yet could’ft {fpeak, 
Shone in thine eyes, and dimpled thy fair check ! 

Sweet was thy fmile, when the chill hand of death 

Stopt, in the hour of fleep, thy balmy breath! 

And tweet thy {mile thal! be! when, mid the choir 

Of hymning cherubs, thou fhalt well afpire 

To meet thy Saviour, borne on wings of wiad, 

And catt all fublunary fear behind. 


For {uch the {miles which God's 5 jee prove ; 
Such are the files of a and Love,” P, 158, The 
2 - | 
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The author is the youngeft fon of the late Archbifhop of York, 
(Drummond) and brother to the refent Earl of Kinnoul ; the lady 
here celebrated was Mifs Marfhall, eldeft daughter of Sir Samuel 
Marfhall. ‘The laft copy of verfes is addreffed to Fidelia, (a friend) 
in confequence ef an E/fay fent by her, defcribing another lady under 
the Allegory of an Elegant Manfton, ‘The my itfelf is fubjoined 
in the Appendix, but is far from being new ; having been publifhed 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine, in the year 1753, page 529: itis there 
figned Robert Noyes; and is exattly the fame, with the exception of 
a very few words, omitted or changed by Fidelia. 


Arr. 16. Original Poems and Tranflations » particularly Ambra, from 
Lorenzo de Medici. Chiefly by Sufannah Wats. 8vo. 45. 6d. 
Rivingtons. r8o2. 


This is a very pleafing and elegant colleétion, and will be found to 
contain fome delightful foecimers of poetry. The Fable from Lo- 
renzo de Medici is fweetly tranflated, ‘The Tour to Paris, by a gen- 
tleman, excites much intereft ; and the Love Song has much genuine 
humour. We have feen this in print before, or we would infert it as 
a fpecimen ; the following, however, dogs the author great credit, 


“ Tue Name, 
Thou fav’rite of the God of Lighr, 
Bleft Laurel! on thy facred rind 
My charmer’s treafur'd name I write, 
Deep as Love graves it on my mind. 


Conftant as thy unfading bloom, 
Preferve my Chloris to my vows ; 

But let not hope, with cruel doom, 
Remain untruitful like thy boughs. 


Diftinguith’d tree! as now thou’rt feerr 
In all the pride of Summer green ; 

Qh! while extending grows thy trunk, 
Be cach lov'd letter deeper funk : 

Then fhall the watery Fair who glide 
Beneath the blue tranflucent tide, 

The mountain nymphs, a fportive throng, 
Who dwell the fteepy cliffs among, 

And every Sylvan Godhead too 

Unite to pay thee homage due; 

Aad blithe at each recover’d Spring 
Around thee dance in graceful ring. 
The leafy nation of the plain 

To thee fhall yield th’ imperial reign ; 
Nor Ilex bright, nor Fir alone, 

And haughty Pine thy praife thall own ; 
But Idumea’s Palms doit bow, 

And Alpine Oaks thy fame allow. 


No wreath of other leaves than thine 
Around my faithful brow I'll twine; 


Nor 
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Nor will I eer foft meafures breathe, 
But when I fit thy fhade beneath ; 
Thou.all my confidence fhalt prove, 
I'll tell thee fecrets of my love. 
The fmiles, the rigour of my Fair, 
Thou all my joys and gricfs fhalt fhare. 
For thee with long protra&ted reign 
Shall friendly April deck the tky, 
No cruel nymph, nor faithlefs {wain, 
Shall e’er beneath thy fhadow lie, 


bh verdant leaves fhall never own 
‘he bird of fable wing their guett ; 
But tender Philomel alone 

Amid them form her faithful nef.” 


Thefe Poems are faid to be chiefy by Mifs Watts; but a large pro- 
portion are from another pen. 


Art. 17. 4 Poetical Sketch, ®vo. 28. 6d. Rivingtons. 1802. 


The author very modeftly calls this the firft efay of youth and ine 
experience ; but the fentiments and compofition would do honour to a 
practifed pen, Although Goldfmith and Gray feem to have been very 
much in the writer’s mind, there are fome paflages which fhow great 
vigour and originality of thinking; and juftify us in predicting, that 
he will write other and ketter things. The following compliment to 
M:. Gitborne, is truly elegant and happy. 


«© Read o’er the annals of departed time, 

Nor deem the worth leaft known, the leatt fublime; 
Contemn not thou the far fequefter’d fhade, 

Where leaves in Spring look green, in Autumn fade, 
And learn fome nobler, more exalted thought, 
Than the nide reed of Paftoral Mofchus taught ; 
Nor there, like him, eternal man refiga 

To be oh! earth for ever, ever thine ; 

But walk with Gifborne, while his mofing eye 
Marks in each new-born leaf eternity.” 


We think the fecond part more fpirited, and diftinguifhed by more 
originality of thinking, than the firft, 


Arr. 18. A New Verfiom of the Pfalms of David. By Fofeph Cottle. 
1zmo. 38. 6d. Longman and Rees, 1802. 


The author candidly profeffes this not to be a literal verfion of the 
Pfalns: he has fometimes omitted, fometimes tranfpofed, and fome- 
times paraphrafed, as the occafion feemed to require. The following 


is 2 {pecimen. 
™ “ Psatm VIII, 


Almighty Lord, in every place 
Thy as! omnipotent we trace, 
Through all the earth, thy works the fame, 
Oar gratitude and wonder claim, 
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The thort-lived flower in fplendor dreft, 
‘The babe that hangs upon the breatt, 
With all the things that move and are, 
Thy goodnefs and thy might declare. 


When wrapt in thought, I caft mine eye 
Upon the vaft and fpangled fky ; 

Behold the heavens in pomp arrayed, 

‘The moon and ftars which thou haft made. 
Surveying the majeftic hott, 

My foul in littlenefs is loft: 

Lord, what is man, abafed I fay, 

Defiled by fin, and formed of clay ! 


And yet to us, who are fo low, 

Thou dott thy loving kindnefs fhow ; 
That fir of gifts thou givett free, 

The hope of immortality, 

What tongue thall tell the joy we feel ; 
What words owr glowing thanks reveal ; 
Accept our hearts, tho’ dead before, 
We would but cannot give thee move.” 


We have taken this Pfalm without any particular feleGtion; but let 
any reader perufe this in the common verfion, and how unfatisfatory 
will the prefen’ appear, how many beautiful images omiited, how feeble 
and ineficient { kxamine only the fecond verfe: * out of the mouths 
of very babes and fucklings haft thou ordained ftrength, becaufe of 
their enemies; that thou mighteft ftill the enemy and the avenger.” 

The fublime idea at the conclufion is totally loft in Mr. Corttle’s 
Verfion, and the fixth verfe is altogether omitied: “¢ Thou makeft him 
to have dominion of the works of thy hands, and thou haft put all 
things in fubjection under his fect.” 

‘The reader will find amu‘ement in msny poetical paffages; indeed 
the whole is generally harmonious, but it does not feem to be pro- 
perly named a Verfion of the Pfalms, 


Ant. 19. Poems and Ballads, — 63 pp. 386d. Mawman, 
2. 


The author of thefe Poems fpeaks of them, in his Advertife- 
ment, with fo much modelty, that we are far from withing to {eruti- 
nize them feverely, or, in the terms of his quotation, * curl our 
wrinkled front.” They have, in truth, no great poetical vigour; 
but are in fome parts tender, and not uninterefting, The longer 
Poems, we have not room to infert; but the following Sonnet will 
give fome idea of this writer’s manner, as well asenable our readers 
to appreciate his merit. 

‘* SONNET TO SLEEP. 
Temona Ireland. 
O Sleep! that to the mine where gloomy care 

Is fix'd for ever, doth (doft) affora relief, 

And tothe pallid wretch opprefs’d with gricf 
A tranfitory refpite from defpair ; 
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Why, when my pillow, tear-bedew’d, is preft 
In fancy’s vifions, giv’ft thou not each charm 
Of her fo dearly lov’d? That on her form 

Gazing, thefe eyes a moment might be blefs’d, 

Then, as Hope whifper’d we fhould never part, 
Soft might I kifs the tear of joy away, 
Which down her unreluétant cheek would ftray, 

And clafp her beauties to my beating heart : 

Then, grateful for my foul’s returning eafe, 

Oh! I would blefs thee, Sleep, for moments fach as thefe!” P, 34, 


The Poems are printed with great elegance, 


Arr.20. Extra& from the Regicide; an Heroic Poem, in Twenty-fix 
Books: with Notes, and a Dedication to the Friend of Tallien, By the 
Author. 8vo. 6d. Bickerftaff, &c. 1801. 


The occafion of this publication has a little paffed by; it was iffued 
at a time when fome not very enlightened members of a certain great 
aflembly, thinking it a wife thing to fhow kindnefs to any perfon 
hoftile to the government of their country, unfortunately fele¢ted 
Tallien as the obje€t of their attention and refpect. This Extract 
from a pretended Poem, like the criticifms on the non-exifting Rol- 
liad, was a fair vehicle for a fatire on fuch proceedings, and was dedi- 
cated to the particular friend of Tallien, It is filled with ftrong elu- 
cidations of the charatter of ‘Tallien, from modern French hiftory, and 
with farcaftic notices of various perfonages who will not all attain 
the dignity of being mentioned in the hiftory of England, | 


Art. 21. Poverty. A Poem, With feveral others on various Sube 
jets, chiefly Rely ious and Moral. By Charles A. Allnatt. 8v0. 
Sopp. 2% Mathews, 1801. 


Of Poems publithed (as the author declares) with the defign of 
promoting ‘* humanity, benevolence, morality, and religion,” it is 
our wifh to {peak as favourably as juftice will permit; but we cannot 
often, confiftently with that principle, fay much in their praife. The 
firft, and mott confiderable, in this collection, fcarcely ever rifes above 
inediocrity, and moft of the others fall below it, ‘The religious 
Poems are, in general, enthufiaftic, or » ethodiltical, and fometimes to 
a degree that renders them ludicrous. In the following lines, however, 
the celebrated verie, ** Lyapha padica Deum vidit, 1 erubuit,” is not 
ull amplified, ; 

“© An Addrefs to Water converied into Wine, 


Say was it fhame, or was confufion thine, 
Or frantic fear, when thou didft flart to wine ? 
Ah, modeft water if thy limpid hue, 
Tranfcendant pure, immaculately bright, 
Was thus o’erwhelm’d at Jefu's awtul fight, 
Polluted finners mut aveid him too. 
Vet why avoid him? Since the fame controul 
That chang’d thy nature, can transtorm the foul,” 
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From our acknowledgment of this author’s good intentions, we 
fhould have excepted a wretched attempt at fatire, which is entitled 
Ordination, and by which he manifeftly Sefigns to vilify the eftablithed 
Church, and ridicule its ordinances. But this is the great defign in 
which all fach writers agree; of whatever ftamp their talents may be, 
their holtility is one and the fame, 


Arr. 22. An Ele Ss facred to the Memory of Lady Wright, former 
of Ray Houfe, in ihe County a ex, but late of the City of Bath, in the 
County of Somerfet, who, on Weduefday, ‘he 6th Day of January, in the 
Year of Jefus Chrift, 1802, quitted the dark Wilderne/s of this World, for 
the happy Regions of Light, Blift, and Immortality. Written on the 
Evening 4 Sunday, the 10th Day of the fame Month, by the Author 
of the Celeflial Companion ; and infcribed in Gratitude and Affection ta 
his beft Friend, Gearge Erneft James Wright, of Ray Lodge, in the 
aforcfaid County of Ejjix, Efy. 40. No Publither’s Name, 1802, 


This long and circumftantial title-page, notwithftanding the fo- 
lemnity of che fubject, will, we apensbind. induce a {mile from many 
readers; but the Elegy which follows is by no means deftitute of 
interett, nor wholly devoid of the graces of poetry. Lady Wrighr, 
the fubjeét of his prefent encomium, certainly deferved the highett 
praifes. A well-engraved head of the author, whofe name we under. 
ftand to be Woolfey, is prefixed. We have feen his ** Celeftial Com. 
panion,” of which we fhall in due time take proper notice, 


Art. 23. The Rofciad. A Poem. Dedicated to Mr. Kemble. 410. 
6rpp. 38 Butler. 1802. 


All the vivacity, and all the feverity, of Churchill’s Rofciad, have 
not been able to refcue that once popular Poem from negleét, Such 
is the inevitable fate of authors who write on mérely temporary fub- 
yects, even with genius and wit. The writer before us is very good 


natured, and not wholly injudicious, in his criticifms. Of his poetry, 


we are forry not to be able to give any favourable fpecimen, It ig 
mere ‘* profe in thyme.” 


NOVEL. 


Arr. 24. The Paternal Prefent : being a Segue! fo Pity’s Giff. Chi. ty 
felcAed from the Writings of Mr Pratt. 8vo. 187 pp. 2s. 6d, 
Longman and Rees, &c. 1802. 


A collection of tales, which cannot fail to intereft deeply the minds 
of young perfons. In prefenting them, however, to children, fome 
regard fhould be had to the tempers of thofe who are to be improved 
by them. Toe children whofe fenfibility has occafion to be awakened 
or increafed, thefe tales may prove ufeful and inftructive; to thofe who 
potiets lively and ftrong feelings they will be lefs ferviceable ; tending 
perhaps to foften, and relax too far, minds which require rather to be 
fortihed and invigorated, to prepare them for encountering the trials 
and feverities of real life. 


5 DIVINITY. 
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DIVINITY. 


Aur.25. 4 Sermon, preached before the Lords Spiritual andT: mporal, 
in the Abbey Church of Wefiminfler, on Tucfday, June 1, 1802, being 
the Day appointed by his MaiePy's Proclamation for a Gene ral Thankj- 
giving to Almighty God, for puiting an End to the late bloody, extended, 
and expenfive War. By Henry Willian Lord Biyhop of Cheflers  qt0s 
1s. 6d. Rivingtons. 1802. 


The Right Reverend preacher draws a very appofite parallel, from 
the condition of the [fraclites at the clofe of David's lite, when they 
were at reft from their enemies on every fide, to that of this countrys 
As David earnefily exhorted his fubjects to fhow their gratitude by 
their piety, to fet their hearts and their fouls to feek their God, fo does 
the Bithop exhort his countrymen, to fhow their fenfe of the evident 
agency of Providence in their favour, by adopting the conduct which 
David recommends, by increafed devotion to the fervice of our Di- 
vine Benefactor, and by purification of life. This animated dfs 
courle concludes with acknowledgments to thofe who, under Provi+ 
dence, have been the chict caufes of our prefent happinefs ; thofe who 
hazarded their lives for us; thofe who combined commercial engage- 
ments with military fervice; to the order of the clergy; and, in @ 
more efpecial manaer, to our beloved Monarch, 


Art, 26, A Sermon, occafioned by the Death of John, Earl of Clare, 
Lord Chancellor of dreland, and Vice-Chancellor of the Univerfitys 
Delivered in the Chapel of 7 rimity Coll ts Dublin, on Sunday, the 716 
¢ February, 1802. By the Rez . Wil 1a7a Magee, D.D. Senior hel 
ow of Trinity College, Dublin, and Chaplain to bis Excelleney the Lorde 
Lieutenant. 8v0. 43 pp. 1% 6d. Dublin, fold by Mercigr, An- 
glefea-Street ; Cadeliand Davies, London. 1802. 


By the fudden manner in which the career of that diftinguifhed 
perfonage, Lord Clare, was interrupted, and finally terminated, a moft 
awtul leilon was given of the uncertainty of lite, and the tallacioufnefs 
of the moft fiattering hopes; and though the preacher recurs in hig 
text, and in the opening of his difcourfe, to the example of Hezekiah, 
his hearers probably had their minds more clofely intent on the recent 
inftance, which had fallen within their own knowledge, The powers 
ot Dr. Magee have long been held in eftimation, and lately have been 
more completely evinced by the moft learned and ufeful exertions*, 
nor have they been unfuccefsful here, in decorating with new attrac. 
tions, even the much-worn fubje& of refleétions on mortality. 

The preacher next proceeds to the chara¢ier of Lord C, which cer- 
tainly pretented a fair and ample fcope to his eloquence. He particularly 
expatiates upon his bold and manly charaéter as a politician, and hig 
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* Sce the account of his Sermons on Atonement, Brit, Crit. vol. xixe 
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difpatch and integrity as a judge. In the former view, after defcrib- 
ing with proper force the peculiar dangers of the times in which Lord 
Clare had held his high ftation, Dr. M. concludes by faying, 
that. ** he remained firm and unmoved: he ftepped not for a moment 
from the poft of duty and of danger; and fought no fafety from the 
perils which aflailed him, fave what might arife from prefenting to 
them a bold and manly front.” P. 20. | 

To the religious character of Lord Clare, a ftrong teftimony is 
drawn from his will, containing, as the preacher fays, ‘* not the effu- 
fions of a mind ftartled into an artificial piety, at the nearer view of 
approaching diffolution,”’ but at a time of health and vigour, in De- 
cembcr, 1800. ‘Ihe word, cited are thefe: 

«¢ I carnelily entreat for pardon of my fins from Almighty God. I 
am teuly fenfible of and grateful for the many bleflings, which, through 
his mercy and goodnefs, I have enjoyed in this world; and bow, as 
becomes me, with refignation to fuch afflictions as have been vifited 
npon me; hoping, through the mercy and mediation of my Redeemer, 
his biefied Son, for falvation in the next world.” 

Thefe words undoubtedly exprefs the genuine feclings of a Chriftian; 
and we are happy im thus contributing to make more known an im- 
portant part of the character of a great ftatefman, of neceffity lefs open 
to obfervation, than his abilities, acquirements, or public conduct, 


ART. 27- T he Sin of 8chifm: a Sermon, preached at the Parifo Church 
of Rempfone, Nettinghamfbire, on Sunday, July 6, 1800. By Ed- 


wird Prarfonr, B. dD. Redlor. Second Eaton. i2mo. 36 ° ) 
“Tupman, Notttagham; Rivingtoos, and Hatchard, London, 1801. 


Tt mult always give us pleafure, when foch difcourfes as this have fo 
rapid a fale, that we fee them for the firt time in a fecond edition, 
From 1 Cor. i. 10, Mr. Pearfon proves fo completely the tinfulnefs of 
Schifm, that were not our violent Methodifis and other fectaries, who 
admu the truth of ‘he Apottles’ Nicene aad Athanafian C reeds, * among 
thofe, whofe heart is waxed grofs, whofe ears are dull of hearing, and 
who have clofed their eyes, leit they fhould fee with their eyes, and 
hear with their cars, and vaderftand with their heart;” we thould 
chink it impoffible for one of them to read this SerMon, and not im- 
mediately return to the Church trom wiach they have fo caufelefsly 
firayed, Where all is excellent, tt ts difievie to make a fcle¢tion 5 but 
the tollowiog argument feems peculiarly worthy of alieniion, 

** It cannot be pretended, that our Church requires, 28 a condition 
of communion, anv thing walew/al; and certaan it is, that whoever 
departs trom it, withoa’ being able to aflign this as the reafon of his 
departure, mult incur, in a greater or lefs degree, tne puilt of the fin, 
againit which we are cautioned in the text. I do not deny, indeed, 


that our Church may require from thole, who offer themfelves as irs 
miniiers, conditions of admitlion to that oface, to which they cannot, 
perhaps, confcientioufiy fubmur. Forthey ought to be convinced, nog 
Only Cat there ts noching fwfad in the form of worl p, in which they 
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saily are concerned in; a conviction of the latter, though in itfelf by 
proper means attainable, they are not called upon to declare, nor have 
they, in general, the proper means of attaining it. But, in every regu- 
lar churcn, a conviction of bovh is very properly expected, and a de- 
claration of the conviction demanded, of all thofe, who offer them- 
felves as its minifiers. Now it too often happens, that perfons who can« 
not bring themfelves to comply with this demand, but who are yet de- 
firous of being employed as minifters, are very induftrious in endea- 
vouring to form feparate congregations. ‘This, however, is no juftifi- 
cation of thofe, who may thus be prevailed on to feparate from the 
Eftablifhed Church, 1t concerns them to take care, thet, in their fepa- 
ration, they fall not under the defeription of thofe, whom the Apoftle 
cenfures, as not being able to endure found d@rine; who, after their own 
lufts, kecp to themfelves teachers, having itebing ecard; turning away their 
ears from the truth, and being turned anto fables. To him, who em- 
ploys himfel: in promo ing a feparation from the Church, it might be 
right to fay—** With your opinions, Sir, you may be juttified in 
avoiding the minifiry of the church; but it does not follow, that you 
are juftified in feparating yourfelf from its communion ; much lefs, that 
you are juftified in periuading me to feparate.” 

To this reafoning, we can conceive no reply poffible to be made by 
him who admits, that there is nothing /infad in the form of our wor- 
fip. In the Dedication of this Sermon to the High Sheriff of the 
County of Nottingham, in confequence of whofe loguettion it was 
publithed, the author acknowledges thar fome of the arguments made 
ufe of in the middle part of it, were fele€ted from Dr. Rogers’s Per/ua- 
five to Conformity ; but, from whatever fource they may have been 
drawn, we intreat our readers of every defeription, to weigh their force 
in the balance of equity. If, indeed, there be any, who, from worldly 
confiderations, ‘‘ leave that form of worfhip, which, in their hearts, 
they approve and prefer, and not only countenance by their attend- 
ance, bur take part in the adminiftration of a different one, it cannot 
be expected,” as the author obferves, ** that any thing urged in this 
difcourfe will have much effect upon shem*. Such men, as they feck a 
prize different from that, which religion, in any form, has to offer, if 
they fucceed in their particular purpofe, bave their reward, and mutt 
not expect to find in it thofe {piritual {atisfaétions, thofe joyful retrofpec- 
tions of the paft, and cthofe ftill more joyful lookings forward to the 
future, which the religious man only can expesience.”” 





7" ——> 


«© * By fome it will hardly be belicved, that there are thofe, who 
confider their attendance at church as a perfonal favor conferred on the 
officiating clergyman, and who regulate their conformity to the efta- 
blifhment by their affeétion towards its miniilers. I have witnefled the 
effetts, in this refpect, of a clergyman’s conduct; and have often feen 
the conferring of a favor returned, and the withholding of one refent- 
ed, on the following Sunday : nay, 1 have heard of a perfon, who, in 
a negotiation with his paftor on fome temporal concern, threw out, by 
way of threat, as an argument for obiaining a better bargain,—J hope, 


Sir, you will not drive me away from the Church !" ‘ 
RT. 
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Art. 28. The Influence of the Female Charafter upon Siciety, confis 
dered mare efpecially awith Reference to the prefent Crifis3 ia a Sermon, 
preached in the Pavifh Church of St. ‘Jrbn, at Hackney, on Sunday, 
November 22, 1801. By the Rev. Henry Handl:y Norris, M.A, 
Svo. sgpp- is. 6d. Rivingtons. 


Profeffor Robifon, in his celebrated book, entitled ** Proofs of @ 
Confpiracy,”” has taken occafion, from fome attempts of the German 
Lluminati, to feduce women to be their agents in corruption, to expa- 
tiate upon the importance of the Female Character to fociety, and to 
write an eloquent and interelting addrefs to our countrywomen, te 
maintain their exalted rank and virtuous influence in a Chriftian com- 
munity. Mr. Norris, taking for his text the firit four verfes of 
chap. iii, in the firft Epittle of St. Peter, hzs laboured to place the 
fame exhortation on feriptura) groyads alfo, and to leave nothing un- 
tried to give it full and permanent effect. ‘The admonition of the 
Apoftle is indeed beautiful and touching, recommending wives to cul- 
tivate the affections of their hufbands, ‘‘ that if any obey not the 
word, they may, without the word, be won by the conver/ation of 
their wives; whilft they behold their chafte converfation coupled with 
fear.” This paflage molt powerfully implies the influence pofleffed by 
virtuous Senter for the benefit of the other fex, and gives occafion to 
the preacher to expatiate, with effect, on the topic he has chofen for 
difcuflion. ‘The publication may be contidered as confilting of two 
paris. ‘The Sermon itfelf colleéts and enforces the {criptural paflages 
which illuftrate the powerful influence of females, in producing good 
or evil effects, according to their character; and the notes contain co- 
picus extracts from Profeffor Robifon’s book, conveying illuftrations 
of the fame topic, from various grounds of hiftory and argument, 
«* Wonderful indeed,” fays he, in the conclufion, ‘* is the harmony, 
which appears, between what he (Profeflor Robifon) has advanced, and 
what the infpired penmen have recorded for our admonition; and i 
cannot fupprefs the hope, that the fetting forth this harmony may bea 
means of arrefting the attention of the female members of the coim- 
munity to his atiectionate admonition to them.” May his endeavour 
be attended with fuccefs! which the docile and amiable difpofitions 
of our countrywomen, in general, give the {trongeft reafon to hope 
and to expect. 


Art. 29. A Sermon, preached on the Day appointed for a Public 
Thank/giving for the Refloration 4 Peace, Firft of June, 1802. By 
the Rew. ‘ohm Clarke, LL. B. gto. 15. 6d. Woodbridge, 
Loder, 1802. 


The preacher compares the late and prefent circumftances of this 
country with thofe of Judea in the reign of Jehofophat. With 
great vigour of ftyle and ftreogth of argument, he points out the 
aggreflion of the enemy, the advantages of having recourfe to religion 
in the hour of diftrefs, the wifdom of reftraining the paflions, the ma- 
nifeft interpofition of Providence in our behalt, and its confequent 
and imperious claim upon us all for a reformation of manners, This 
will eniuse the lafting reign of piety and benevolence, ‘ 

RT, 
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Art. 30. 4 Sermon, preached in the Chapel of Gofport, on Sunday the 
14th of February, 1802, being the yearly Meeting of the Children edue 
cated at the Charity Schools in the Town of Gofport. By Edmund 
Poulter, M.A. Prebendary of Winch-fer. 8vo. 18. White. 1802. 


This is a very animated exhortation to this particular branch of 
charity ; and it appears, that the condition and circumftances of thefe 
Charity Schools of Gofport, in all refpeéts juftify the warm eloquence, 
and energetic zeal of the preacher. 


Art. 31. ACall for Union among the Members of the Eftablifed 
Church, enforced by a brief Reviews of the injurious Tendency of Con- 
troverfies and Contentions among real Chriftians. 12m0. 16 pp. 3d» 


Bulgin, Briftol; Longman and Rees, London, 1802. 


This difeourfe contains a concife yet ftriking view of the divifions, 
which have at all times fubtifted among Chriftians, with an examina- 
tion of their caufes, and an earneft exhortation to prevent, in the 
prefent day, their moft pernicious effects. ‘The author neither avowe 
his nanve, nor betrays his attachment to any particular divifion of opi- 
nions; but very manifeftly difplays the f{pirit of a fincere Chriftian, 


Arr. 32. A fhort and plain Preface to the Bible; being an Attempt to 
refcue that Sacred Volume from Obfcurity, Indifference, - cent and 
Negleé?. Pointing out the manifold prophetic and palpable Allufions to 
the great Event of our Redemption, which in the common and curfary 
Manner in which it is read are apt to efcape our Obferwation, SeleGed 
in great Part, and abridged from the Works of our moft able Commentae 
tors, and moft eminent Divines ; and comprifed ina plain and per/pi- 
cuous point of View, under the Hope of promoting a more ferious, a more 
general, and more profitable Study of the Holy Scriptures. Defigned as 
a uf-ful Appendage to be prefixed to the blank Leaves of every Family 
Bible, in every Chrifiian Family, where too oft, 


Neglected on the Shelf th’ important Treafure free pt. 


By James Wickins, Ef, 4t0. 5 pp. 6d. or 5s a Dozen, Cole 
lins, Salitbury. 1802. 


The copioufnefs of Mr. Wickins’s title-page feems to flow from 
the earneftnefs of his zeal to do good; and that zeal is happfly free 
from all impure and abfurd mixture. The particulars collefted in this 
thort Preface may be ufeful to many readers, and therefore its circula- 
tion, as a cheap pamphlet, may be ferviceable to the caufe of trath. A 
more copious, or more methodical collection, might be lefs attractive 
to the carelefs or indolent reader; and it is wife to make provifion for 
all, 


Art. 33. 4 Sermon on the Peace, preached at Barnftaple, on the Pirft 
of June, 1802. By the Rew. Richard Taprell, 480. 18. Mawe 
man, 1802. 


We may very confcientioufly praife the good intentions of the 
preacher ; but there does not appear-any thing, in the fabftance or ar- 
gument 
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gument of his difcourfe, of importance or novelty enough to demand 
ts publication. It is inferibed to Lord Nelfon, 


Aart. 34¢ 4 Difceurfe, addrefed chiefly to Parents, on the Duty and 
Advantages of inaculating Cniidren with ihe Cow Pick, preached in 
the Chapel of 81. Edmund, in Dudley, on Sunday, February 14, 1802. 
By Luke Booker, LL. D. Minifter of the faid Chapel. 410. 15, 6d. 
Hatchard, ; 


The efficacy of vaccine inoculation is now fo happily eftablithed, 
that it certainly becomes a matter of public duty, to recommend its 
aniverfal practice. This is done with great vigour and earneitnefs in 
the above Difcourie. Such and fo fortunate is the progreffive ad- 
vancement of fcience, that we have in our poficflion a fermon, by a 
very pious and good man, preached at no very diftant period, in 
which she folly and the fin ot inoculation is pointed out and difcuffed 
with extraordinary zeal and encrgy!! 


Arr. 35. Self-Employment in Secret. Left under the Hand-Writing of 
the Rev, Mr. Corbet, late of Chichefler. A new Edition. By Wil- 
liam Unewm, M. A. Reéor of Stock cum Ram/fden-Belboufe, Effex. 
rzmo. 106pp. 18. Rivingtons, 180r. 


Thefe very pious, but fomewhat defultory meditations and reflec- 
tions, of a Chnitian racked by bodily pain (that of the ftone) were 
** fet down” betwixt the years 1663 and 1680, and have been repeat- 
edly edited. The panegyric upon them, at p. 4, is lefs fatisfaétory to us 
than that by Mr. Howe, at p. 6. ‘* Here are vivid reprefentations of 
faith, love, and an heavenly mind; of humility, mecknefs, felf- denial; 
and entire refignation to the will of God in their firft and continued 
motions.”’—** Here it may. be feen how an heart, touched from above, 
works and tends thitherward ; how it depreffes itfelf in humiliation, 
dilates itfelf inio love, exalteth itfelf into praife, fub :.its itfelf under 
chattenings; how it draws in its refrefhings and fuccours as there is 
need.”” P.6, The reaton affigned by the editor, at p. 8, for a new 
edition of this cract, is creditable to his judgment and piety : ‘* The 
gloomy apprehenfions which feem to have crept in among fome pious 
people concerning the Almighty, as though he was an angry arbitrary 
Monarch, rather than their reconciled Father, * full of mercy and 
compaffion,” were a further inducement to republifh this litde volume, 
which feems happily united to prevent (ne growth of {uch mifconcep- 
tions; whereby (Ezek xin, 22) the hearts of the righteous are made 
fa’, whom God has not made fad” ; whereby too the bright luftre of 
thar pure and undefiled religion they proteis, has been greatly diminifh- 
ed in the eye of thofe, who are not the friends of evangelical truth.” 


Art. 36. 4x Apology for ihe Sabbath. By John Prior Efflin. 8V0. 
48 pp. 1s. Od. Brittol printed; Johnion, &c. London, 1801. 


This is a well-written, feafible, and weil-argued ditcourfe, in fa- 
vour o! the religious obiervance of the Sabbath. It is tmproperly, in 
our opinion, terncd ax Apology; fince it is not fo much a reply to 
objections, as an cnforcement of seafons in its favour, Many Chril- 
cians 
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tians indeed, with reafon, wifh that the word Apology, which has 
Jately been rather fathionable, were banifhed altogether trom fubjects 
fo facred ; fince the mere implication, that the Word, the Ordinances, 
or the Wifdom of God can require aw Apology, has fomething in it 
irreverent and improper. 

Mr. Eftlin, who appears by his Dedication to have preached to the 
fame fociety of Diffenters at Briftol for thirty years, is juitly earneft, 
though temperate, in his arguments for this facred obfervance; 
which, from the reference in the fourth commandment to the cre- 
ation, as its primary caufe, he confiders as of univerfal obligation. 
He takes part with thofe writers, who confider the Sabbath as not 
firft eftablithed at the giving of the Jewith law, but asa patriarchal 
rite; and he defends the change of the day, to the firft day of the 
week, or the Lord’s Day, under the Chrittian Covenant, with the 
iirongeft arguments. He even fuggefts, but with lefs reafon on hig 
fide, that the fir? day was poflibly the day of patriarchal obfervance. 
Tn contending for this eftablifhment of a Sabbath from the beginning, 
he oppofes feveral great names, as Selden, Limborch, Le Clerc, Beau- 
fobre, and Paley, with fome others, whom he treats with more refpect 
than they deferve; fuch as Geddes, Evanfon, &c. but he depends upon 
argument, and he makes an able ufe of it. The difcourfe is of the 
found and ufeful kind; and may be recommended, with propriety, 
to-Chriftians of all denominations, 


LAW, 


Art. 37. Angais in birba!l A Sketch of the true Chara&er of the 
Church of England and ber Clergy: as a Caveat againft the Mifcon- 
firu&ion of artful, and the Mifconception of weak Min, on the Subje 
of a Bill about to be brought into Parliament, for the Revifal of certain 
Ecclefiaftical Statutes, concerning Non-refidence, Se. Ge. Se. The 
Second Edition. By the Rev. Fames Hook, M. A. F. 8. A. 8v00 
86 pp. 2s. 6d. Ginger, Old Bond-ftreet. 1802, 


The leading fubje&, or primary occafion, of this tract being the 
famous ftature againit Non-Refidence, we fhall clafsit, as we have 
thofe of Dr. Sturges and others on the fame fubjeét, under the title 
of Law. Whether with ftrict propriety, in any of the initances, doc 
not deferve much confideration. 

Mr. Hook, a young man of good talents and acquirements, has 
been induced, in the prefent inftance, to take upthe pen, for the laud- 
able purpofe of defending the charatter of the Clergy ar large againft 
the infinuations which, through the medium of this difeeflion, have been 
circulated by infidious enemies. He was particularly excited to this 
interpofition, by the appearance of a tract (of which we fhall foon 
take further notice, entitled ** the Neceflity of the Abolition of Plu- 
ralities and Non-refidence;” which he confiders, though mild and 
urbane in manner, as of the moft hoftile tendency and defign. Were 
it poflible to find room for an extended notice of every iraét, which, 
by the importance of its fubject, or the ability of its execution, mighe 
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appear to deferve it, this now before us would be fo diftinguifhed ; 
and, in placing it in this part of our Review, we may be confidered 
as virtually apologizing to fome other writers, whom we Fave been 
reluctantly obliged to treat in the fame manner, — 
The author of this tract opens it by a {pirited and honeft avowal of 
his general opinions; tocluding fome able remarks on the events and 
difpofitions of modern times, He declares againft Jacobinifm, and 
afierts the right of employing the example of the French Revolution 
again its pariizans, in fpite “of their attempts to throw difcredit on 
fuck h arguinents. He fpeaks, therefore, boldly againft thofe «* who 
have been guilty of the vileft excefles to overthrow the government 
of Onr—tor what? to fubfitute the government of another One.” 
He confiders the late attacks againit the Church and Clergy, in va- 
rious forms, as proceeding from the fpirit of Jacobinifm ; and under- 
takes, with a becoming confidence, (becaufe juftified by the truth) to 
vindicate the charater of his order; oppoling the corruptions of 
Chriftianity, wherever found, not to any ideal model of perfeAion, 
but to the ‘* virtues and excellence of our prefent eftablifhment, as 
correGed and amended, by the progre!s of civilization, and the accef- 
fion of talent: to our Church, as it now ftands, fteady to the true 
and unfophilticated worfhip of God, bereft of all its grofinefs, purged 
of its fuperitition, and ferved by a clergy, whofe princjples, talents, 
and deportment as a body, or taken individually, whole utility and 
beneficial exertions, as members of the community, may challenge 
Europe for a parallel, at any period of its hiftory.”—** PerfeCtion,” 
he adds, ** is not an attribute of human nature; it ftands out of the 
mortal w@conomy ;""—but if, in remote periods, the balance of the 
Church was again r the good, it is now reverfed, ‘* and the exception 
applies to the “defaulters,” Fo.A Re 
One artifice of thofe who would raife an argument againft our 
Cherch from thofe arrangements, which arife from the fcantinefs of its 
revenues, is to dec cry curates, as inadequate to the charge put upon 
them. ‘Thefe he ttrongly and juftly vindicates ; pointing out, as the 
truth demands, ‘* that the curate has received as regular an educa- 
tion, has produced to the Bifhop as certified teftimoni: ils, and (if he 
be a prieft) has been admitted into the bofom of the Church under 
the fame form and ordination as his neighbour the vicar or the rector, 
—as our metropolitan himfelf. Nay further, if he take all the bene- 
ficed clergymen of the eftablifhment, the dignitaries of the Church, 
and the Bifhops at oem head, I verily believe he will find (with very 
few excep sions) that they have all, at one period of their lives, ferved 
the office of curate: and yet, were any foreigner, ignorant of the nature 
of our church polity, to perufe the treatife before us [on the abolition 
of Pluralities}] he mutt neceffarily conclude the office of curate to be 
at leaft, like that or the early deacons, a fort of attendant upon the 
temple, and upon the fuperior Clergy, whofe humblenefs may be 
fuited to their employment, but who could never be preferred to the 
facred offices of reading or preaching the word of God.” P. 18, 
Thefe obfervations are of much moment; becaufe, in their blind 
zeal for amendment, the avou/d-be reformers. of the times would not 
only vilify the whole body of curates, but, without warning or re- 
morile, 
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jvorfe, would deprive them at once of their fubfiftence. Reforms, to 
he fafé and ufetul, muft be temperate and gradual ; attaching rather 
upon future afpirants than prefent occupiers. Mr. H. proceeds to give 
a correct and clear {ketch of the hiftory of our Church, illuftrative of 
its principles, temper, and gradual imptovements ; and contratts the 
prefent reftrition of Pluralities with the enormous abufe of them. in 
former times, when one incumbent frequently held from five to fifteen 
benefices, A more equal diftribution of the value of preferments ap- 
pearing to be inipratticable, efpecially fince the fpoliation of the 
church revenues by Henry VIII. he concludes, as others have done, 
that Plurality is the oily temedy for inequality; and he argues 
ftrongly, that, under its prefent reftrictions, it is not pernicious. 

We have been led infenfibly to give a longer account of ‘this tract 
than we ufually introduce into this part of our Review; and, after 
all, we have omitted much that deferves to be mentioned : er 
remains, but to recommend the publication itfelf to the perufal of 
who feel an intereft in examining the fubject. 


Arr. 38. A full Report of the Proceedings on the Second Trial in the 
Caufe, Kerflake agairft Sage and Others, Diredtors of the sh sings 
Infurance Office, including the Evidence and Opinions of Doéors Car 
michael Smyth, Crighton, Willich, Roary Latham, and Blane, on 
Cajes of Pulmonary Confumption, fait ully taken in Short-Hand, o/F 
8vo. 131 pp. N, Row, Great Marlborough-Street, 


The caufe here detailed is highly interefting, and was inveftigated 
by the court with attention fuited to its importance, It had been tried 
before; and in that, as well as in the prefent trial, the jury gave a ver- 
di&t in favour of the claimant againtt the Office. The following is a 
brief outline of the cafe, as it was ftated and admitted by the parties. 

In March, 1799, Mr. Robfon, fince deceafed, applied to Mr, Kerf- 
Jake, through the medium of Mr, Howard, a money-broker, for the 
loan of 360l. for which Mr. Robfon was to grant an adequate annuity 
during his life. The terms were fettled, and Mr. Kerflake agreed to 
lend the money, provided the Weftminfter, or any other public office, 
would infure fo much on the life of the grantor, Mr, Howard took 
Mr. Robfon to the Weftminfter Infurance-Office, where, after making 
the ufual enguirics, relative to his age, habits of living, and the gene- 
ral {tate of his health, the Dire¢tors agreed to infure the propofed fum 
upon his life. The policy was therefore executed, the premium paid, 
and Mr. Kerflake lent Mr, Robfon the money. On the 13th of the 
following December, Mr. Robfon djed, of whieh the claimant, Mr, 
Kerflake, gave notice tu the Office, and, at the proper time, applied for 
the'fum infured, 360]. But the Direétors of the Office, having in the 
intérim been informed that Mr. Robfon was not in a good ftate of 
health, agreeably to the difpofition made at the time when the policy 
was granted, retufed to pay the money, 

To underftand the force of this objection, it is neceflary to obferve, 
that, by the rules of the eames itis every perfon propofing pe 
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make an infurance, is required to fign a teftimonial, importing, that 
the par'y on whofe lite the money is to be infured is in a good ftate 
of health, and noc fubje¢t to any difeafe that has a tendency to fhorten 
life, On enquiry, it appeared that Mr. Robfon had been attacked in 
the month of Avuguft, 1797, with hemorrhage from his lungs, and in 
February, 1799, hie had tuffe-red a tecond attack, more violent than the 
firtt, fram which he was however recovered, ‘The Office confidering 
this recurrence of the he: orrhage as a proof of difeafe exiiting in 
the longs, centended, that the averment, that Mr, Robfon was in a 
good tate of health, and not fubject to any difeafe having a tendency 
to fhorien life, was not true, and confequently that the policy was for. 
feived. Burt the jury colleciing from the evidence of the phyficians, 
who were examin d on the occafion, that though hemorrhage from the 
lungs frec uently lays the foundaiien of confumprtion, and when occurrin 
Without any great viol nce being fuffered, is always to be fufpetted, 
vet that p ee do fometin es recover under thofe circumftances, and 
live many yearsafter, without falling into that difeafe, they efiablithed 
the policy. In this cafe alfo it came out, that the deceafed had been 
éxtreme'y intemperate feveral weeks previous to his death, had taker 
violent exercife, and expofed him/elf inordinately to cold and wet, 
caufes fifficient in themfeles to occafion his death, without recurrin 
to any previous difea’e, ‘They might alfo probably confider, that as 
the Offices always examine ihe partics, on whofe lives any fum of 
money is propofed to be infured, as to their health and general mode 
of living, and take references trom them to fuch medical or other 
friends, as may be likely to give them the neceflary information on 
thofe points, prior to their agr-ving to make the infurance, if they 
foff+r themfelves to be im) 0 1 on, by taking the fuffrages of improper 
verfons, they caght to bear the confequences, and not attempt to fhift 
the lofs on the purchafers of the annu ties, who ordinarily have no ac- 
quaintance, or knowle.’ge of the grantors, and who would not lend 
their money if the Office were to retufe to infure it. In this cafe, the 
fam propofed to be infured being fma'l, it does not appear that the 
Office made any enquiry as o the {tate of Robfon’s health, except of 
himfelf, and of Howard, whom t! ev confider as the agent of Kerflake, 
he having oSratwed the policy for bim. But the Offices know very 
well, that thouch the broker tranfa@ls the bufinefs, both for the bor- 
rower and lender, he is properly only the egent for the perfon who 
horrows the moiey, by whom he is paid for his trouble, and that he is 
intereficd in vetting the policy, as unlefs that is obtained the bargain 
will not be complered. ‘The Offices ought not, therefore, to accept 
the teftimony of te broker, as to the ftate of health of the perfon pro- 
pofing to geant an annuity, unlefs he is known to them to be a perfon 
of integrity; and worthy of credit. Thecafe is well drawn up, and 
the ob‘ervations by the editor are judicious, and will be read by per- 
fons engaged in this kind of trafic with fatisfattion. 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 


Art. 39. Prodromus Lepidopterorum Britannicorum A coneife Cata- 
Ligue of Britifh Lepidopterous Infes, with the Times and Places of 
Tpjeatean in the winged State. Bya Fellow of the Linnean Society. 

old by Hurft, Paternofter-Rowe 


4to. 46 pp» Hole printed; f 
1802. 


We have but one objeétion to the title of Prodromus, which is, that 
itis a {mare to unclaffical naturalifts; who, as we have heard in in- 
ftances beyond nu.ber, aniformly call it ProdrOmus, in defiance of the 
laws of metre, and the genius of the Greek language, With due cau- 
tion then, thac its name ts to be called Préczr3mus, we fhall not heficate 
to recom end this little tra@t, which is the forerunner of a complete 
account of Brisifh Moths, Butterflies, &c, under the title of Lepidoptera 
Britannica. For the purpofe of rendering that account perfect, a me- 
thod ha¢ ben adopted, which may with great advantage be imitated 
in other dcpirtments of Natural Hiftory. A fociety has been formed, 
poflefling a public Cabinet, called in this inftance the AURELIAN 
Caniner, to which every member of the fociety agrees to give up, 
from his private collection, every Lepidopterous infe@ not already con- 
tained in it. By this method have been affembled, ** upwards of 
eleven hundred {pecies, and above three hundred ftrong varieties, many 
of which will probably, on future inveftigation, be afcertained ag 
diftinct fpecies.” It will be evident, on the flighteft confideration, 
how very cilicacious a method this is, for inveftigating any particular 
branch of Natural Hiftory withia a certain diftnid, 

This Catalogue confiits only of three columns; the firft containing 
the trivial name, the fecond the time, and the third the place, of ap- 
pearance. ‘The generic names are prefixed to each divifion, 


POLITICS. 


Arr. 40. Confiderations on the Debt on the Civil Lif. By the Right 
Hon. George Rofe, M. P. 8voe 18. 6d, Hatchard, 1802. 


As much mifconception had prevailed on account of the debt on 
the Civil Lift, a queftion lately agitated with great folemnity in Par. 
liament, Mr. Rofe, who, from his fituation, had the mott perfec 
knowledge of the fubject; and who, from his character, infpires cen- 
fidence, has given the public this plain flatement., 

The werijter forcibly obferves, that in arithmeric there is no eloquence 
te perfuade, no paritaliry to miflead; he has therefore contented him- 
felf, with giving a very inrelligible reprefentation of the progreffive 
expences of the Civil Litt; and will fatisfy the candid examiner, that 
the increafe of the expenditure is imputable, neither to the exriva- 
gance or corruption of the late Adminiftration, but is to be fully juf- 
tthed by unavoidable ciscumftances. 
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Rxt. 41. A Memoir of Tranfa&ions that took place in Saint Domin 0 
in the Spring of 1799; affording an Idea of the prefent State of that 
Country ; the real Charadter of its black Governor, Touffaint L’Ouver- 
ture; and the Safety of our Weft-India Iflands from Attack or Revolt ; 
including the Refcue of a Britifh Officer under Sentence of Death. Bb; 
Captain Rainsford, Twenty-four Years an Officer in bis Majefty's Army. 
Svo. 31 pp. 286d. Lawrence, Strand. 1862. 


Although this Memoir does not, in our opinion, perform, in its 
full extent, what the foregoing title-page would lead us to expect, it 
is, confidering the fhort time and untoward circumftances of the au- 
thor’s vifit to St. Domingo, by no means uninftru€tive and unintéreft. 
ing. It appears, that the author was driven, by ftrefs of weather, in 
his paflage from Jamaica to the Windward HMlands, in an American 
veflel, into the harbour of Cape Francois; and, pafling for an Ame- 
rican officer, was well received there, and fuffered to remain unmo- 
lefted till the fhip had been repaired; but, after his departure from 
thence, having incautioufly landed in another part of the ifland, he 
was feized, tried, and condemned as a f{py, and efcaped only by the 
liberality and clemency of Touilaint; who, on being apprifed of 
the fentence, gave immediate orders for his releafe. His account of 
Cape Frangois fhows to what a Rate of defolatnion it had been re- 
duced, even before the laft fire, by which that city, and almoft all the 
fea-ports, futferéd on the landing of the French troops. Confidering 
all the additional calimities which that colony has undergone fince it 
was vilited by Captain Rainsford, the opinion of thofe, who think it 
will be a work of time and diffculty completely to reftore its com- 
merce and opulence, feems, in a great degree, confirméd, His de- 
feription of Touflaint’s troops gives a very high idea of their num- 
bers, zeal, and even difeipline ; and he {cruples not todéclare His opi- 
nion, that they would be found (in that ifland) invincible by the 
French armies. Subfequent events have fhown that he overrated their 
srowefs or their advantages. A fhort chara¢ter and defeription of 
Pouffaint nay be found at p. zo. 

Captain Rainsiord fee rs to think, contrary to the general Opinion, 
that our Wett-India poffeflions would not have been endangered by 
the permanent eftablifhment of a black government in St. Domingo, 


Arr. 42. Porcupine’s Works, containing various Writings and Selec- 
tions, exhibiting a fuithful Picture of the United States of America, of 
their Governments, Laws, Politics, and Refources; of the Chara&ers of 
their Prejidents, Governors, Legyiasors, Magiftrates, and Military Men; 
and of the Cuftoms, Manners, Morals, Religion, Virtues, and Vices of 
the People: compripng aijo a complete Sertes of Hiftorical Documents 
and Remarks ; from the End of the Wer in 1783 to the EleBian of the 
Prefident in March, 180%. By William Cobbett. In Twelve Vor 
lumes. SvO. fl. 5s. Cobbeit and Morgan. 1801. 


Thefe are the collected writings of a man, whom we long praifed 
and patronized, though unknown to us ; admising the rough fpirit of 
¢ his 
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his ftyie, and having at that time much reliance on his integrity. But 
as we have lately experienced, to our own certain conviction, that 
when his paflions are inflamed (a thing which feems eafily to happea) 
he no longer regards erther juftice or truth, we feel diffident of much 
that we have faid in his behalt; and cannot regard ourfelves, nor re- 
commend to others, what he cals bis Works, as worthy of any careful 
examination, 


MISCELLANIES. 


Art. 43. A brief Sktch of the principal Features which diftinguijh the 
Charatier of his prefent Majfty, George THE ‘THirpo, B 
T . Dution, A. M. Intended as an Accompaniment to the Print bub 
lifbed in Commemoration of the providential Prefervation of his Majefly’s 
Life, at Drury Lane Theatre, May 15, 1800. 12M. 127 pp. 
Riley, Warwick-{quare, Newguate-ftreet, 1802. 


The print to which this book is an humble attendant is a work of 
confiderable merit ; it contains a fine portrait of his Majetty, from 
a painting in enamel by Collins, with allegorical accompaniments, 
alluding to the diftinguifhed event which it cormmemorates. ‘The 
picture was painted for the Queen, by R. Corhould; and has been en- 
graved with great fpirit, by that yereran artift Bartolozzi, near the 
age of eighty. A moft copious hit of fub{cribers proves, that a work 
on fuch a fubjeét cannot want patronage, Of the brief Sketch, as it 
is denominated, we with it were poflible to fay, that it is in any de- 
gree worthy of the topic ona which it is employed. The ftyle is at 
once inflated and weak, pompous and nonfenfical; and the expreffions 
often imply the contrary tq what they profefs, What writer in his 
fenfes would fay, by way of praife, that he ‘* would only contraf Fin- 
ftead of compare | the principles of his Majefty’s fpeech with his con- 
duct, his profi/rons with his pradtice,” P. 30, If there be nothing in- 
fidious in this, it is beyond the common reach of abfurdity; but, by 
the author’s quoting the moft unjuft and virulent defamer of his Ma. 
yelty, as tf a writer of diftinguithed celebrity,” we fhould fufpet the 
former. 

The print will live; but for the panegyrift, the beft that can be 
wifhed tor him is, that his performance may fleep, as i will, in pro. 
tound oblivion, ’ 


Art. 44. A new Hifory of Great Britain, from the Invafion of Fulius 
Cafar to the prefent Time; exbibiting to the Minds of Youth a Variety 
of infiru@ive and pleafing Information; and fome Particulart, now firft 
adapted to the Capacities of young People of both Sexes. The Whole 
calculated to operate as Moral Leffans, while it contains every leading 
Trait of the Hiftory of England, on a Plan nearly fimilar to that of 
Dr. Henry. By the Rew. John Adams, A.M, Author of LeGure 
Sele&ia, Fe. Fe. 12mo. 4s) 6d. Law. 1802. 


We have before had occafion to recommend this author's exertions 
jn Dehabf of ftudious youth, The prefent publication does not pee 
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haps exafily anfwer the vaunting promife of its title-page, and it is 
rinted on execrable paper; bat, on the whole, it feems no improper 
introduction to the hiflory of our country. 


Art. 45. The Pleafing Preceptor, or familiar Irfrnions in Natural 
Hiftory and Phyfics ; adapted to the Capacities of Youth, and cakulared 
¢ ial lo inform and amuse their Minas, during the hiterval, of more 
i and fevere Study. Taken chiefly from the German of Gerbard Ul. 
vich Anthony Vielih, Mathematical Teacher at Dffaw. Intended for 
the Uj. of Schools, and illufirated with Cuis. YwoVolumes. 12m0. 
98- Robinfoas. 1802. 


We have been fo well plevsfed with the defign and execution of 
thefe two little volumes, that we are inclined to regret they were not 
accompanied with beter engravings, and printed on better paper; 
both are as bad as potlihle, We have not often feen two litle vo- 
lumes better calculated to promote the amufement and inilruciion of 
young perions, 


Arr. 46. The Life of + se Louverture, Chief of the French Rebels 
in St. Domingo: 10 which are added, interefling Notes refpeciing feves 
val Perfins who have aed diftinguifhed Parts in St. Dominga. By 
M. Dubroca. Tranflated from the French, 12m0, 2s. Symonds, 
1802. 


The reader is here prefented with the life of this moft extraordinary 
charater, by a Frenchman, E’ow far it is entisled to eredit, we pre- 
tend not to determine, but it is certainly amufing. ‘This man, whofe 
naine once infpired univerfal terror, and who ts certainly endowed 
with wonderful talents, both natural and acquired, has been fent pri- 
foner to France, to anfwer for prefumed crimes of treachery and trca- 
fon againft thofe who, no great while fince, extolled him as a hero. 


Arr. 47. Maltum in Parvo: or @ brief Difplay of mare than a Thou- 
fand Errors in cach of the undermenitonea Writers ; Johnfon, Sheridan, 
‘Walker, Navres, Perry, Entick, and tw the Works of other i hilelag ifs, 
avho, in their Remarks on the Engl fo Language, have grvcn Dir bivens 
bow to [peak inharmonionfly and improperly. With original Objerwa- 
tions on the Lancafpire, Welfb, and Scatee Moacs of Speaking. Aljog 
(printed om One open Sheet) @ radical Table of Words, uurgue im its 
Kind, and of peenliar Excellence, By WP. Ruel. 1am0. 108 Pp. 
ys. 6d. Barrat, 21, Portugal-ftreet. $02. 


This gentleman writes in fo facetious a fiyle, where the fubje& 
feems not to demand any thing of the kind, thar i 1s not always eafy 
t@ comprehend his meaning. His ttvle more refembles that of our 
friend, ‘he ancient Profeffor of St. O.cer’s, than any other compofi- 
tion we have lately feen, His Muliam ia Leryo bas upiortunately 
4 been 
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been overlooked for fome time, but a more recent tract comes im- 
mediately after this. How to deal with this curious Verbotomift, it is 
not eafy to decide; he pronounces Reviews to be nuifances; yet the 
public will probably continue to receive their opinions, even in op- 
pefition to their moft doughty affailants; and of his {mall publication 
we cannot but fay, that it does not deferve its Lavin title fo well as 
he feems to conceive, Small as it is, it migh: be reduced to a tenth 
part of its prefent fize, by removing only the ufelefs excurfions of the 
author’s pen. ‘That the author has fome ingenuity, we will not 
deny ; but it will require much regulation, to make it very ufetyl to 
himfelf or the public. As to the particulars of his doctrines, we leave 
thein to be difcuffed by the various authors from whom he difleats. 


Art. 48. Hints to Legiflators, to prevent Lidds, and to ineredfe 
Learning and Politenc/s; with fatijaciory Arguments, to prove that 
the Revrewers are a fet of mean daftgrdly Wruers, frequently jeurrilous, 
and, on the prefent Plan, Nuifances to Society. By W,P. Ruffel, Ver- 
botomifl. 12m0. 4g pp. 1s. Badcock. 1802. 


We do not feel ourfelves called upon to enter the Jifts with this 
Verbotomift ; who begins, by pleading the caufe of a friend of his, 
uuthor of a pamphlet, which the Anti-Jacobin reviewers had cenfured, 
This author, however, admits, ina fubfequent paflage, that he is alfo 
** impelled by fome with to gratify a Lide prevate revenge.” His 

reat objection to Reviews is, that each article of efuticum is net 
figned with the name of the writer, We fhall not here enter into a 
jultification of the prefent practice, which long .afage has fanétioned, 
and which, for feveral reafons, is likely to be continued. _ Generally 
fpeaking, the proprietors and conduttors of Reviews, who are the 
refponfible perions, are well known, and their characters are pledged 
to the public for the due conduét of them; and the writers of parde 
cular articles are frequently ready to avow themfelves when any proper 
occafion demandsit. But to be expofed to the retort of every cenfured 
feribbler, would be too irkfome for any man of credit to endure, 
though of no dattardly temper, But Reviews, fuys this writer, are 
nuifances, becaufe they * are the caufe of {uperticial knowledge.” 
The fame thing might be faid of all compendiums of ference, of 
abridgments of any extenfive work. Such publications have fometimes 
sroduced fuperficial fcholats; yet, in feveral points of view, they are 
highly ufeful; and it remains to be proved, that.ail who scad Revicws 
would, it no Reviews exifted, read the works themfelves. This au- 
thor is either not aware of the arguments in favour of Reviews, or 
purpofely keeps them our of fight. His friend (the aushor of the 
pamphlet) is more candid, He, in a Letter fubjoined, profeiies to 
know and refpect many gentlemen concerned in Reviews, and t con- 
fider their office as a national advantage. \he Letter on Illuminations 
contains nothing worchy of particular notice, ‘lhe notes in this pam- 
phlet are very mifcellaneous, and rather defultory. We met, however, 
here and there, with fome juft fentiments, One paflage, in particular, 
accounting for the moral conduct of fome Infidel waiters, we fhould 
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perhaps have extracted ; but that this author highly cenfures Reviewers 
for extraCting paffages, under the notion that they injure thereby the 
fale of the works from which fuch extracts are made, 


Art. 49. Aflronomical and Geographical Leffans; being an Introduc- 
tion to the Uje of the Globes; with a Variety of Problems and Exam- 
ples, for the Uye of Schools. By James Levett, Mafer of an Academy, 
Colchefier. 12m0. 28. Badcock. 1802. 


This is a perfpicuous and'eafy manual, to lead young people to 
the knowledge of the ufe of the globes, and may properly be recom 
mended for chat purpofe. nails 


ART. 50. sar nse on the Eftablifbment of a Riyal Military Cot 
lege, for the Infirudtion of the Officers of the Britifb Army, as propofed 
by the Secretary atWar. 8vo. 2zgpp. 18. Egerton. 1801. 


This traét contains a concife view, with much commendation, of 
the plan, fuppofed to originate from the highelt military authority, 
for eftablifhing fuch a College. But the writer does not confine him- 
felf to that fubjet; he proceeds to notice many things, which he 
confiders as pernicious, in the prefent ftate of the army, and ftrongly 
recommends a reformation of them. 


Art. 61. A Differtation on Landed Property, fo far as refpes Manors, 
Farms, Miils, and Timber. By Rebert Serle, 8v0. 40 pp. 25. 6d, 
Hatchard. 1802, 


This author, in his Preface, ftates that he was ‘* employed, in the 
{pring of 1800, by the Bifhop of Winchefter, to carry into effect a 
slan for rectifying abufes in fome manors belonging to that See ;” 
and that this circumftance ‘* afforded him frequent obfervation, and 
enabled him to form fome conclufions on that fubject.” Thefe, which 
relate to the particulars mentioned in the title-page, are not thrown 
into a very sree form or method, but profefiedly publifhed as 
loofe hints, refulting from experience. Mott of them are fuch as 
common fenfe would fuggeft to any intelligent perfon employed in 
the management of an eflate, or to any attentive landlord; bat they 
may afford fome inftru€tion to perfons of little or no experience, «ho 
have fuch concerns to manage; and, at all events, they may ferve to 
draw the attention of landlords,’and flimulate their enquiries into 
their own concerns. The fuggettions refpecting coppices (in page 22) 
are lefs trite than the reft, and more likely to have efcaped the notice 
of landlords and their ftewards than any other of the author's re- 
marks. ; 
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, FOREIGN CATALOGUE. 


rRANCE, 


Aart. 62. Hiftoire des Mathématiques, dans laquelle on rend compte de 
dur progres dépuis leur ovigine jufgu'a nos jours; on lon expofe le ta- 
bisau et le développement des principales décowvertes dans toutes les pare 
ties des mathématiques, les contoftations qui fe font élevées entre les ma- 
shématiciens, et les principaux traits de la vie des plus célébres : mou» 
welle Edition, confaérablement augmentée et prolongée ju/que vers 1 époque 
adiuclle par & Montucla, de Linflitut oahinal Tomes 111. et LV. 
acheves et publies par Jerhme Delalande, de l’inflitut national ; with 
19 Plates, and the Portraits of the late Montucla, ond of Mr. Dela 
lande. Price of the 2 voll, in gto, 31 fr. 30c. Paris. 


It is now upwards of thirty vears, fince Mr. Montucla publifhed the 
firtt edition of the two firtt volumes of this work, which contain the 
Hiftory of Mathematics to the end of the feventeenth century. This 
part was, however, incomplete; and the author made confiderable 
additions to thefe two firit-volumes, which were likewife publithed 
about two years ago. 

The third and tourth volumes, which we now announce, and which 
comprife the Hiftory of Mathematics from the commencement of 
the eighteenth century to the prefent time, had never before appeared ; 
though it is, perhaps, more rich in this refpe¢t than any of thofe by 
which it was preceded, being that of Exler, Dalembert, Condorcet, la 
Grange, la Place, Delalande, &c. The literary public has had the 
misfortune to lofe Mr. Montucla, when he was occupied in completing 
the two volumes, Of the third volume, the end was left imperfeét by 
him, and a great part of the fourth; the defects of which are here 
very ably fupplied by Mr. Delalande. To the third volume, he has 
prefixed a Preface, compofed by himfelf; and has likewife added to 
the end of the fourth a Life of Mr, Montucla, together with fuch a 
general Index to thefe two, laft volumes, as Mr. M. had fubjoined to 
the two frit. Ejpr. d. Journ. 


ArT. 53. Ocuvres diverfes de P. L. Lacretelle, ainé. Mélanges de phi- 
" Lofophie, et de littérature, 3 Voll. in 8vo, of about 550 pp. each; 
pr. 35 fr. Paris. 


‘The works of Mr. Lacretelle form three colle€tions, differing verv - 


much in their nature and fubjects from each other; namely, 1. Mi. 
cellanies of Philofophy and of Lirerature; 2. Of Eloquence and ju 
diciary Philofophy; 3. Of political Philofophy. 

‘The pieces contained in thefe three collections, are the fruit of the 
labour of twenty-two years; they relate to three departments, litera- 
ture, philofophy, and the bar; having likewife been compofed at three 
different epochs, before, during, and fince, the Revolution; the om 
ie whic 
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which will, perhaps, attract the greateft attention, appear now for (] 
firit time. Me 


Art. 54. Cours -omplet d’hiftoireenaturelle par Buffon, Caftell, Pu P 2 
Bloch, Sounini, Latreille, Brongniart, de Tigny, Bofc, Lar.G 
et Mirbel, in 80 Voll. 1. 18mo. of about 350 pp. cach. Paris. 


The very valuable and f{pleadid work here announced is ornamented 
with about 1000 plates, reprefeuting more than gooo fubjects, defigned 
after nature by Deeve, who is detervedly celebrated in this depart- 
ment, engraved under his direétion, and highly finithed. This col- 
leétion has been publithed in the following order. 

1. Théorie de la terre—Difcours jar L bifiorre naturelle Hifirire maT Io 
rlle de Ubomme—Hiftoire naturelle des quadrupedds—Hifloire naturelle des 
eieaux—par Buffon, clafjée par ordres, genres et /péces d'apres le /yfidr: 
de Linné, avec les caradtéeres genériques et la nom welat ure linnéenne, par 
Kene Richard Caftel, aatexr du poeme des Plantes, ef profiffeur du Pry- 
tanée frangais. Otnamented with 205 plates, reprefenting about 600 
fubjects. 

2. flifoire naturelle des minéraux, par EX. M, Patrin, membre afficié 
def Lf tut national de Fran: eS > with 40 Plates. 

3. Hifloire naturelle dis Pi ms, avec des figures deffinécs d’aprées nature 
far Bl ich ; ont rage claffé par ordres, pest et efpeces d'apres le  [yfte: me ae 
Linné, avec les caradléres générigues; par Rene Richard Cafiel, Oc. or- 
anisanield with 160 plates, reprefe nting z about 600 {pecies of fith. 

Hiftoire-naturelle des reptiles, avec figures deffinées d’aprés nature, 
par Sonnint, bomme de lettres, naturalifte, et Latreiile, membre afficté ae 
os fit ut national ; wih 54 plates, reprefenting 150 different {pecies of 

rpents, Vipers, fnakes, bzords, &v. 

5: bir 2 tre macurclle des infrél fr, campofee d’ apres Réaumur, Geoffroy, 
Degeer, Rarfel, Litné, Fabricius, et les meilleurs ouvrages qui ont paru 
fur cette partie; +é1igé. furvant la méhode d’Olivier, avec des notes, plu- 
ficurs objervautions mouvells et des figures d lfinées d’ apres nature » par FK.M, 
G.de ti igny ,»e¢ Brogniart pour les géx éralités ; : ornamented with many 
plates. 

6. Hiftoire naturelle des coguilles, des vers et des cruflacés, contenant leur 
d-jeviption, deurs meeurs et l urs ufages, avec des figures dcffivees d’ apres na- 
ture, par l. A, Bole, membre des pocibie és d’ hiflcive naturelle de Paris, Ba: - 
draux, irnxelles, dela foriété linnéenne de Londres, et de lacadémie de 
Yuri. Ornamented with gq plaies, reprefenting about 600 fubjeéts. 

7. Botanigue. ou Hifinre-naturelle de tous les végétaux, avee leurs ca- 
vadiercs, ordres et genres, leurs propriétés, ufages, Se. Fe. par J. B. La- 
marck de lanfuu sational de France, svefeffeur. ur-adminifirateur du muféum 
dbifire > atureile, et par C, F. B, Mirbel, xarnralifte. 

Ak the parts of this collection are actually poblifhed, except this 
Jaft, which will appear in the courte of a few months. They are fold 
cither cogether, or feparately. The whole of what is now publifhed 
may be had at the tollowing prices: Papier carré fin d’Angouléme, 
figures en noir, 172 fr.—The fame paper, fig colori¢es, 280 fr, —Same 


paper, fig, color, 432 fr, bid. 
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WE doubt not that the claffical readers of the Britith Critic 
will be entertained by the following Letier, which was oc- 
cafioned by the opinion which is cxprefled in a note to the 
book before us, (p. 423)and which has been communicated 
to us by a learned friend. 


Dear Sir, 
I readily agree with you, that mortalis 

(in Horace, E pitt. 11.71.1088) neither is, nor can be, an epithet 
tothe word Deus. Maximus Tyrius, inthe htteenth dillerta- 
tion, exprefsly fayss' Kai ribeco Gedy wiv xata To atrabis nai dbavaron, 
Yaiuova 38 xara Td AOavaroy nai iwrabes, avd,wrov Oi nara TO datrabes nas 
Ovirdy. xe. A PL 272, edit, Lips. i774. Lt therefore the paf- 
fage in Horace be genuine, I th wid be under the neceffity of 
allowing, that mortaits is ufed tor mortalium. But I will give 
you my reafons for believing both that line, and the followtag, 
to be {purious, 

Inthe firft place, I have confiderab'e doubis as to the phrafe, 
«© Nature Deus humana.” However, you thall have Pul- 
anan’s note: ** Obfervalf> videor, ab antiquis illis fcriptoribus, 
naturz Deum appellari, zon cum, qui univerfe natura ac fum- 
mz rerum adminiftrationem curamguve gerit, quique ceelo, 
mari, terre preelt ; fed qui natuream hominis cujufque aut ho- 
minum regit, fover, tuetur,.curat, fanat;: éfique quidam ho- 
minis Genius. Exitat in Bacchid: prologus, won ille quidem 
a Plauto fcriptus, qui tamen antiqvitater olet, in quo Genialis 
Deus, Silenus, nature Deus dicitur.. Sic enim feribitur: 


Nature Deus fum, Bromii altor maxumi. 
Et apud M. Actium in Menzchmis : 
Nunc ipfi naturz Deo mihi refpondere adolefcens.” 


Thus Pulman writes. 
But no play with this title, if I miftake not, was ever af- 
cribed to Adtius. Lambin, in his notes upon Horace, tells us 
that the laft patfage is in the Menaechmi of Plautus ; 3 I cannot, 
however, find it there. ‘The former line occurs in the Pro- 
Jogue to the Bucchides. 


Nature Deus fum, Bromii altor maxumi. 


Turnebus has this note: ‘* Eft enim nature Deus, non qui 
univerfa natura preeft, fed qui naturam hominis curat, et 
guidam hominis Genius eft.” 

The {peech affigned to Silegus is not to be found in Lame 
bin’s edition. Pulman, who perhaps was a p/agiary in his in- 
terpretation, fairly owns that it was net written by Plautus ; 
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and perhaps, upon examining it, you will allow with me, that 
no ftrefs can be laid upon its authority. Let us further heay 
what Gerard Voflius, in his Ltymolog. Ling, Latin. ad vo- 
cem, Veterinum, tells us of this writer. Utroque (i.e. Afivida, 
et Veturio) utitur imeptus, fed antiguus auctor Prologi, qui 
Plauti Bacchidibus pramittitur in antiquioribus editionihus 
tf. Gronovius fays: ‘ Prologus et {cena principis initium, ett 
ex editione Colonienfi Gifberti Longolii, Ultrajedtini. babu 
lature Lafcaris, Grammaticus ijle Griccus, in epiftola ad Bem- 
bum, fe Meflana in Sicilia ifta inveniffle, Sunt etiam, qui a 
Francifco Petrarcha conficta opinentur. Etiam tn Bafilien(i 
Edit. leguntur.” But that great fcholar is under a miftake as 
to the “me, when the Prologus, &c. firft appeared , as Ernetti 
thows very plainly, where he fpeaks of the Florentine edition 
of Plautus, ** Tllud editio Angelii habet pracipuum, quod 
prima Bacchidibus prologum et A@is primi initium addidir, 
de quo magnihcentius in praefatione loquitur, quam res erat, 
Nam fe reftituifle Prologum et initiom Ais primi ait, dilj- 

entia fua inventum, cam ipfe totum hoc additamentum in 
capite fabula fubdititium, ut of, judicet. Ex quo, ut hoc que- 
que obiter admoneamus, falfum fuiffe Gronovium paret, eum, 
in adnotatiuncula ad capyt Bacchidum pofita, hoc audtarem 
Colontenfi Gitb. Longolti editiont tradit deberi, cam “et in 
Gryphianis, qua Longolianam pracefsére, reperiatur, ut jam 
Taubmannum admonuille reper.” Erne. Prasat. ad Piaut 
Now, whenfoever the paflage was introduced, and by whom- 
foever it was written, it is evident that no critic fuppofes it to 
have come from the pen of Plautus; and of courfe it can have 
hittle or no weight, asa parallel paflage, i in juftifying the line 
which we read tn Horace. 

[ think the fame of the other paffage ; faid, but erroneoufty, 
by Lambin, to be in the Afenachmi ; and, therefore, | hope 
you will not cenfure me for doubting, whether the expreflign 
«© Naturxe Deus”, or ** Naturx Devs humanz”, occurs in 
any claffical writer. 

I have already {tated to you my reafons for believing, that 
mortalis cannot ‘be the attribute of a Genius. I am not fatis- 
fied with vultu mutabilis. Different Genii have different qua- 
lities, whence we read in Maximus Tyrius, teas gicns avyiv, 
teraita: xai daysvay, Dillertat. 14, p- 268, edit. L ips. But 
the fame Genius, prefiding over the fame man, would not be 
«* vuleu murtabilis.” 

Spence acknowledges the difficulty of thefe lines in Horace ; 
fee p. 154 of the Polymetis. He would folve the matter thus : 


** Genii were fuppofed to fhare in all the enjoy ments and fufferings 
of the perfons they attended, A man’s turn and temper is the chief 
canfe 
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taule and former of his good or bad fortune, faid the antients, and 
therefore this Genius may be faid to prefide over every man’s life. 
Thefe ideas, if well grounded, will go a great Way toward explaining 
three lines in Horace, that 1 ufed to think as difficult as any in that 
wuthor, He clofes them with faying, that this Deity had two very 
different airs in his face; that he looked fometimes white and fome- 
times black upon you ; which may figoify no more, than that your 
Genius looks pleafed and cheerful upon you when things go well with 
you; and fad and gloomy when they go ill: as Hannibal’s Genius 
came finiling to him, when he is faid to fave appeared to that General 
amidft his fucceffes in Spain, to animate him to go into Italy; and 
Hrutus’s Genius looked frowning on him a little before the fatal battle 
ef Philippi.” 

Now, thy friend, this criticifrm, however ingenions, cannot 
be applied to the paflage under confideration. Horace de~ 
(tribes the different purfuits and tempers of ftw different bro- 
thers, not of any one petfon only, and therefore he lays nothing 
of different effeéls produced upon thofe tempers and perfons 
by the /ume Genius. The refpedtive Genius of the two bro« 
thers produced that difference, or at lealt knew the caufe of it, 
But each brother had his own difltn@ turn of mind and habits 
of life, and each was under the direétion of his own Genius. 
You will fee prefently, however, that # my opinion of the 
paflage be admitted, it will entirely remove the difficulty, 
which perplexed Mr, Spence. 

Again: albus et ater, as applied to inanimate objeéts, mean 
favourable and unfavourable, ‘They have the fame meaning, 
even whien thofe objedéts are perfonified, as 

Quid albus 
Peccet lap; x, 
arid, 
Poft equitem fedet atra cura; 
but when applied to real perfons, they retain their primary and 
literal fignihcation. has, in the diftich of Catullus upon 
Cxfar : 
Nil nimtum ftudeo, Cafar, tibt velle placere ; 
Nee icive, utram fis albus, an ater, homo. 


That mortalis thould, in this patiage eniy, be found for mar- 
talium, is an additional caufe of fulpicion, 

Such are my obje@icns to thefe two lines, as they are found 
in all our editions of Horace. But the fenfe of the paitlage 
will be complete, and the verfification quite fatisfaétory to the 
ear, if we exclude thefe, and fuppofe that Horace wrote only 


Scit Genius, natale comes qui temperat aftrum, 
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This line is ufually, and very propertly, explained by two 
well-known verf-s in Menander. 


“Acravt: daiuer avpl oupmapicatar, 
Egdis ytropatre, perraywyos tbe Ciov. 
Vid, Pp. 260, edit. Cler. 


There is, however, another fenfe in which days may be 
called comises, a cording to the employments which are allign- 
ed to ‘hem by Maximus Tyrius, O: iv Teyvns ourépyarar, os SQ 
adou UNE OrAp DN LD). ffertat. I4. But this goodly office has no con- 
nection with the reafoning of Horace, and it may be doubted 
whether daimors, who dfiributed their occaftonal and partial fers 
vices to diifcrent perfons, can with propricty be called in Latin 
Geni. 

When writing to an old friend like yourfelf, I often venture 
to talk, as old Hefiod fays, wepi dpiv, 4 wepl witpm. Let me then 
lay before yon a diflin@tion, which tie Romans did, but the 
Greeks did not, make in the titles of Gen, and which, though 
it has no relation to the palfaye in Horace, may be amufing to 
you. Pakei then in the homely words of Gerard Voffius. 


** Romant, non tam loca hibuére pro Diis, quam locis quibufque 
fuos prafecere Genios, gui et urbium erant, ct Regionum, Aigue hi 
vocahantur Du Magai, ut infcriptione ea, qua Pureolis reperta. 


DEO MAGNO PUTEOLANORUM ET PATRI SUZ, 


Nem: @, Ssxxgerixds. Nam Genius quidem, in cujus tutela quifque 
erat ab nativurate (ua, awads dicebatur, Genius: fed ille totius patria 
nuncupatus eft, Deus Magus. Et poflis non modo ad terra partes, 
fed ad Genios etiam re'erre, tm Mafculum Numen, Nem-finum, Ne. 
morum Deum, tin femineum, Co/linam, Collium, Vedllinam, Vallium 
Deam. Ac par «it fimiliam ratio.” 


Vid. Vofs. de Orig. et Progr. ldololat. lib. ii. Pp. 640. 


Give me leave to (tate my opinion upon two other paflages 
in Horace, which appear to me not genuine, 
Vidére Rhati bella fvb Alpibus 
Drofum gerentem Vindelict : guibus 
Mos unde deducius per omne 
Tempus Amazonia fecurt 
Dextras sbarmet, guerere difiuli : 
Nee jerr? fas oft ompr1a, Sea div 
Latégue vitirices catervz 
Confilis juvenis reside 
Smilerc, etc. Od. Lib. iv. 4. 


Firft, let me give you Baxter's note on lin. 18. 


‘© Tanaquillus Faber giratur hac ab Horatio feripta et nollet face 
tum: at ego nollem hoc a Fabro dittam. Plané neceflarius eft itte 
locus ad indicandam hoftis ferociam.” 

Tv 
Now 
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Now you thall hear what Gefner fays on quarere diftuli. 

‘« Videtur hoc dicere ; de originibus gentis hic quarere nolo ; fed 
étiamfi non fint Amazonum progenies, certé laté viétrices caterva fue- 
rant, Quid? fi mordet D»mitit Marfi poema, Amazonida: in quo 
himis operofum fuiffe auctorem colligas ex Martiali iv, 29g. Certé 


nihil fuic cur Fabro ita difpliceret totum illud, ‘* Qu:bus mos—omnia”’ ; 
multd minds, cur quatuor verfus eliminaret Sanadonus.” 


You fee that Faber was offended with thefe lines, and that 
Sanadon was for boldly rejefting them. Lambin acknow- 
ledges, ** ufque ad hunc locum, includenda funt interpolitio- 
nis nota; vel potius, ita funt legenda, ut a propofito fermone 
aberrantia,—quod penus appellant G-eci hyperbatum.” 

I know not what the reafons of Sanadon were, but I will tell 
youmyown, This Ode in Horace is very animated. The 
images are grand, and fucceed each other with great rapidity. 
My mind therefore has always been thocked* at the fudden in- 
terruption of its career by the words, Quibus mos unde, &c. 
There was no occafion furely for Horace thus to defcribe the 
fiercenefs of the Vindelici ; and the patlage which is fuppofed 
to contain the defcription is, to my tafte, excecdingly languid. 
Horace very unneceffarily adverts to a moft unimportant cir- 
cumflance, and after all he leaves it undecided. He breaks in 
upon the regular order of the ideas which really belong to his 
fubjedt, and he concludes with a dull, moral fentiment, which, 
in fuch a place, and in fuch a form, was far more likely to pro- 
ceed from fome Monkith interpolator, than from a Lyric poet, 
Inftead of refuting Lambin’s explanation, or rather apology, 
about the word * fed,” 1 am content with obferving, that if 
the former words were interpolated, the interpolator found fed 
necellary for his metre. But, if the metre had been complete, 
fed was not abfolutely neceffary to the fenfe. ‘The length of 
the fuppofed hyperbaton increafes my fufpicions. 
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® We believe there are few readers of the leaft tafle who have not 
felt the fame fhock. rv. 


(To be concluded in our next, ) 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPON DEN F3) 





The duplicity pointed out, in (trong and manty terms, by a 
Canflant Reader, coud not poifibly elcape our notice, We 
mean, however, to take an early opporiunity of ent ring into 
a more careful and ferious invefligaiion of the fubjedt. 

Amicus writes us an angry Letter, which he detires tis to 
infert. He thinks that, in the progrefs of our Review, fome 
things, much too harth, have been faid of the good aud vir- 
tuous De Prieftley , and there is fomething like an intimation, 
that we are too friendly to Popifb principles. Such acutenefs, 
as difcovered by Amicus, will probably foon find us inclined to 
the doctrines of Mahomet, and the principles of Confucius. 

We have received, and are obliged to the editor, for his ob- 
fervations on the Complaynre of Scotland, 


a. —_—— eR a a ee — _—— _ nel 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

Meffrs. Blagden and Prevoft have prepared a volume for the 
prefs, which will appear in a few weeks, under the ttle of 
Mooriana, Tt will Contain feveral pieces never before pub- 
lithed, and a Portrait of Dr. Moore, from an original pi@ure. 

In the prefs, and will be ready in two months, a Compara- 
tive Anatomical Expofition of the Strudlure of the Human Bedy, 
with that ef a T\ger and common Fowl, in fix numbers, with 
ten plates in each. 

The whole works of Chatterton, including thofe attributed 
by him to Rowley, will foon appear, in three volumes, o€tavo, 

The great work of Denon, on the difcoveries of the French 
in Upper and Lower Eovpt, will fpeedily be given to the 
public in an Englith tranflation, by Adr. Arthur Aikin, 

Dr. Biffet has written, and is about to publifh, a Hiftory of 
the Reign of his prefent Majefly, ta the Conelufion of the Peace. 

A general Survey of Great Britain, containtog the Counties, 
in alphabetical order, wilt foon be publifhed. The authors 
are Afefjrs. D. and §. Lyfons, on whofe abilities for the talk 
it ts unneceilary to expatiate. 
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ERRATA. 
Io our Review for June lat, p. 663, in the note at the bottom, for 
** to be next to nothing,” read ** to be founded om next to nothing.” 
We meant, what has fince been more fully confirmed to us by cor- 
sefpondents, that the inflance alledged was felitary, accidental, and 
happened nine or ten years ago; a very different cafe from delibe- 
gate, repeated, or continued praétice. 


Atp. 167, 1. 6 from the bottom, for ** of the mote or text,” read “* of 
the text,” 









